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Naaman had a problem. Here he was, one of the most powerful and influential men in Syria. He was a five-star general, a decorated war hero, adored by all because of his success on the battlefield. He gave orders and people followed them. He had servants to carry out his every wish. He held in his hands the destiny of thousands of men and their families. Naaman was a powerful man! And yet he had a problem. Naaman had leprosy! 
Back in Bible times any number of skin disorders were called leprosy. We don’t know exactly what Naaman had, but we can guess the impact it had on Naaman’s life. Can you imagine the fear he had the day he discovered a discoloration of the skin. (It would be like one of us today being told we have cancer.) I imagine at first he tried to cover it up, hide it underneath clothing. But some parts of the skin are impossible to hide. As Naaman’s condition became known can you imagine the whispering that went on? Naaman saw how people treated him differently. They kept their distance. There was no shaking of hands, no kiss of peace. This powerful man was shunned. He imagined how people were plotting and staging to replace him. Who would become the next commander of the armies? 
Naaman desperately sought a cure. He went to all the doctors he knew, anyone who thought they had a remedy for his disease. He tried everything and spent tons of money, but nothing worked. The disease just kept on spreading. This strong powerful and proud man was getting to the end of his rope. He was desperate. 
Enter the servant girl. We don’t know her name but she couldn’t have been more opposite than Naaman. Naaman was male, she was female. Naaman was a citizen; she was a foreigner. Naaman worshipped the local Syrian gods; she worshipped an unknown foreign God in Israel. Naaman was rich and powerful; she was a slave and powerless. Naaman commanded armies; she was a spoil of war. Naaman was at the top and she was at the bottom. Normally he wouldn’t give her the time of day. She wouldn’t even appear on his radar. But Naaman was desperate. His wife worried about him. And one day as her servant girl was combing through her hair, Naaman’s wife broke down and wept. She shared her concern with her servant. What’s going to happen to us? And that’s when this servant girl at the bottom of the social ladder finds her voice. “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” It’s not like Samaria was the Mayo clinic of that day. Samaria was a smaller neighboring country, sometimes allies, but often enemies of Syria. What could Samaria have that Syria didn’t have, and even better? How could there possibly be a cure for leprosy in Samaria? But desperate people do desperate things, especially when you are at the end of your rope. And so suddenly little old Samaria and a servant girl at the bottom of the social ladder show up on the radar of one of the most powerful. 
I want to pause just a bit to think about this servant girl. I wish we knew her name. Like many of the women in the Bible she is nameless. But she plays a pivotal role because without her there would be no miracle, no healing for Naaman. It happens because of her witness. “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” Notice she doesn’t argue in theological debate. She doesn’t try and convince anyone. She just tells what she knows. There is a God in Israel who can heal. She is a role model for us today. Like her we are not rich and famous or powerful. And yet God chooses people like her and us to be witnesses- to simply tell what we know. I know where you can go to get help. There is a god who heals the wounded and the broken hearted. There is a God who wipes away tears from our eyes. There is a God who can help with our problems and loneliness, who can help your struggling marriage or family. There is a God who loves us and wants to be in relationship with us to bring meaning and purpose into our lives. And God chooses ordinary people like you and me to deliver this message. And miracles happen. People are healed. 
The amazing thing is that Naaman and the King both pay attention to the servant girls’ words. I have a feeling that Naaman’s wife had a role to play there. Naaman traveled to Samaria and the prophet Elisha for a cure for his leprosy. He was a little offended when Elisha wouldn’t even get out of his house to greet him. Since Naaman was such an important and powerful man surely Elisha would have come out in person and made a big deal of this. Naaman was angered over the humiliation. And then when told to go wash seven times in the Jordan, a poor excuse for a river. It was no bigger than Skunk Creek. How low was he going to have to go? How far did he have to humble himself? He was so angry he turned to go back to Syria- and almost missed the miracle.  

Naaman had a problem, and it wasn’t just his leprosy. It was his pride. And it got in the way of receiving God’s blessing in his life. It reminds me of another story. There was once a student who went to study with a Zen master. They sat down for tea, and the student began to tell the master how hard he had worked to arrive at this moment: spending his entire life learning disciplines and studying ideas so that he would be worthy. As the student continued talking about his accomplishments, the master poured tea into his cup. The cup became full, and then it began to overflow; but the master kept pouring. "Master! Stop!" said the student, "Can't you see you are spilling tea everywhere?" The master stopped and looked at the student. "That is my point. You can't pour tea into a cup that is already full. You are too full of yourself to receive anything from me." 

Naaman was so full of himself, and it was only when he emptied himself, when he humbled himself, that he could receive the healing and blessing of God. In 1 Peter it says that “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” That was true for Naaman, and it is true us today. 
Jesus knew this story of Naaman. He even quoted it in his first sermon in Luke 4. He learned the lesson of Naaman well. And that is the amazing good news in this story. God loves us. God wants to bring healing and blessing into our lives, just like Naaman. And God proved it by sending Jesus who emptied himself, taking the form of a servant and dying for us on a cross. That act has brought healing to the whole world. Let us like Naaman and like Jesus empty ourselves and with outstretched hands receive the blessing God has for us.
