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Nathan Confronts David, 2 Samuel 12

Sermon by Pat Eidsness, Associate in Ministry

At our Wednesday morning Bible study, we spent some time wondering…and then answering…why is this David & Bathsheba story in the Bible anyway – in all it’s sordid detail?  So – why do you think?  Ponder that a bit while I talk about what happened next.  You know – this story isn’t in I Chronicles, in chapters 10 – 29, where it records the history of David’s reign from the chronicler’s priestly view.  So, why’s it in there at all?

I’ll give you a hint.  Remembering why we have the Bible anyway may help.  If you could put into a very few words, like five, what is the Bible for?  To help us be good? To teach right and wrong?  Nope.  “Reveal God.  Bring about faith.”  Let’s put a ‘reveal God lens’ on this story.

Notice that Nathan used a parable.  Why all this teaching in parables!  I have been known to say more than once as I study a parable, “Why didn’t he just come right out and say it?”  We know that Jesus taught in parables all the time, but what about the Old Testament?  Are there parables there?  A few…and Nathan’s parable to David is the most famous one!

Jesus taught in parables (and Nathan used one here) because of what parables do.  They inform, yes, but more importantly they demand action.  They don’t just inform us, they affect us.  They change us.  There’s usually a hook and a surprise at the end, and there certainly was in Nathan’s parable to David!

Remember, King, David was also a judge.  People brought cases before him.  So when Nathan, his pastor, his friend, a prophet of God, came to him and started this story, David snapped into judicial mode.  Listen to the story the way David would have heard it. 

There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.’
David was furious!  He took the bait!  The hook was firmly set, and that’s when Nathan landed the surprise, “You are the man!”  Hearing this story for the first time, listeners must have been on the edge of their seats waiting to see what powerful King David would do now.  I’m sure Nathan didn’t sleep much the night before, wondering what David’s response would be.  We know the story, so we immediately see the “Gotcha!”  What could David do but admit his guilt?

Actually…quite a bit.  Kings had prophets killed for less than this.  David could banish him, throw him in jail, lop off his head.  David had lots of choices, but just as last week we saw the sinful side of David, today he becomes again our hero - a man of moral courage – admitting immediately and clearly, “I have sinned against the Lord.”  Recognizing immediately that while surely he sinned against both Bathsheba and Uriah, it’s worse than that.  David had sinned against God.  His kingship had gone to his head; he had confused himself with God; he had forgotten God.  Using a story, Nathan held a mirror up to David’s face and David saw himself.  “I have sinned.”  Such simple little words.  They re hard to say, though, aren’t they?  They had to be hard for mighty King David.  They are hard for you and me.

It’s easy for us, sitting here today, to think, “Well, look at what he did!”  Three commandments broken in one fell swoop!  Coveting, adultery, murder.  And the Lord was displeased.

Have you ever done something that broke three commandments at once?  Or more?  I was having fun pondering that question with a friend the other day, thinking up scenarios.  The first one she came up with was, “How about a teenager, whose mom won’t let her buy a pair of designer jeans she just HAS TO HAVE, so, thinking mom will never notice it anyway, she uses mom’s credit card to get the jeans anyway.  Let’s see: coveting, stealing, dishonoring mom or dad.  

It’s pretty easy to break three.  Even easier to break them one at a time.  Over and over.  Is it worse when you break them three at a time?  And does it matter if they are bigger or smaller?  Buying the jeans was surely not as bad as killing Uriah to cover up adultery was it?  Or was it?

When my friend came up with that example, I was taken straight back to when I was a child.  It wasn’t designer jeans that my friends had and I wanted…it was just some money to buy candy before school.  And it was only a dime (the first time).  I did.  I took change off of my dad’s dresser so I could sneak to the candy store before school.  That is also IV, VII, and X. Any less sinful than David or the teenager?  Even as a child, I knew the Lord was displeased.

As I shared my ‘Three Commandment breaker’ with my friend, she asked me, “What would your dad have done if he had found out?”  I didn’t have to think twice about my answer, “He would have said, ‘Why didn’t you just ask me?’”

As those words came out of my mouth, a light bulb popped on!  In this Old Testament story, told and written so that we might know God, that was God’s exact response to David!  “Why didn’t you ask me?”  First he listed all of the things he had given David and then he said, “and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more.”

And God’s very next words to David through Nathan were, “Why do you despise the Word of the Lord?”  That is the answer to our question of whether it’s worse to sin three commandments at a time or just one after another. It’s also the answer to our question of whether it’s worse to steal a dime or to steal someone’s wife.  It’s not the actual sin that matters to God.  It’s the despising that matters.  It’s the forgetting God that matters.  It’s the putting ourselves first that matters.  Sin – any sin – is despising of the Lord, and that is what matters.

We’re given the Ten Commandments so we know the word of the Lord – so we know how to please him…and to help us name it and claim it when we do sin.  In the little congregation in the country where I used to belong, the whole congregation would recite the Ten Commandments (complete with the hand signs I just taught the children) right before the confession each and every Sunday.  Really.  It did make it easier to name your own sins – to hold up a mirror like Nathan did for David – that makes you stop and say, “I have sinned against the Lord!”

What made David our hero again is that he confessed and repented.  We know his repentance was real, because he changed.  We never again read of King David committing adultery.  And God responded by forgiving David, yes, but also by blessing and using him.  David’s story (which is also our story) doesn’t end with the realization of his sin, or with the confession of his sin, or even with the repentance and forgiveness.  Our God is so much bigger than we can ever imagine!  When we come before God, naming our sin, no matter how great, it is wildly and wonderfully outdone by God’s grace!

Are you finding yourself in David’s story?  Is there something in your past – is there something today– that is hanging over you or maybe tearing you apart?  Sin is pretty much the same down through the ages, but forgiveness and a fresh start?  That’s new and fresh and personal every time. It was ours to claim at the font at the beginning of the service…it is promised in the body and blood of our Lord as we celebrate communion together here today.

We’ve heard all summer how David’s story points to Jesus’ story.  God sent Nathan to David to save him from himself and give him a fresh start.  God does the same for us.  He sends us his Son.  He meets us here today, forgiving our sin, strengthening our faith and giving us a fresh start.  David did get a fresh start – but sin does not come without consequences.  There was the “now therefore” and the “nevertheless” in David’s story.  Their son did die, David’s family did know calamity, and Israel’s fate suffered right along with David’s.  Those sorry consequences did indeed come to pass.  

But right in this chapter – right in this same story, life began again for this family.  David married Bathsheba.  They did lose their firstborn, but soon God blessed and used them again. Solomon, whose very name means ‘one loved and treasured by God,’ was born to David and Bathsheba.  Solomon, heir to David’s throne, was ancestor of the Messiah.  The Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who brings God to us, the one who brings us to God.  The one who died so that our sins, no matter how great (or small), might be washed away…giving us a clean heart and a fresh start at life, life forgiven, free and full! 

Remember the question we started with?  Why was this story of David’s sordid sin put in the Bible?   Because we are David.  And because David’s God is our God.  The story reveals to us the good news of a God who will go to any length, even to dying on a cross, to prove how much he loves us, to forgive us, to bless us and use us.  And so we say – and sing – along with David, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me!”  

