2008 Summer Series—Abraham offers up Isaac
I. Introduction
This is one of those stories for which I was very thankful to get to preach the sermon rather than the Children’s Message.  It is a story that can so easily be misunderstood.  What kind of a God would ask a father to sacrifice his own son? 
II. God will provide 
Opening
That’s a very good question, and actually has an answer.  The people whom Abraham and Sarah lived among worshipped many gods, and at least one of those gods, Molech, required the faithful to offer up their first-born son.
Knowing that may help us understand that when God told Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt offering, it would not have been a new idea.  People devoted to their gods offered their gods the first of every​thing… the first of the harvest, the first of their livestock, and even the first of their children.  How could Abraham be less devoted to his God than his neighbors were to their gods?  
Faith in the God who provides
So even though Isaac was the son for whom he and Sarah had waited for such a long time, Abraham got ready to make the three day trip to the place God would show him for the sacrifice.  But if his lifelong devotion to this God who called him away from the land of his fathers had taught him anything, it was that with God anything was possible; he just had to trust.  So when along the way, his son, Isaac, asked where was the animal they were going to sacrifice, Abraham in faith said, “God will provide.”
Those were words of faith, yet I can’t help but think they were spoken with no small amount of hope in the face of a desperate situation… the way parents try to assure their children that everything will be all right as a fierce tornado-producing storm rages around their house and they are huddled in the basement.  Or what parents who are battling cancer tell their children... “God will provide.”  They know it’s true whether they live or die, but they hope against the odds they will live.  That had to have been the emotion behind Abraham’s words.
It’s tempting to fast-forward to the end of the story where everything turns out great, but we have to remember that Abraham had to spend three long days not knowing what the future would bring; he just had to trust that somehow “God will provide.”  Every step he took was a witness to his faith that God will provide.  When he loaded the wood for the burnt offering on to the shoulders of his son, it was a proclamation to his faith that God would provide.  And when he laid his son on the altar and raised the knife to kill him, even then he was still shouting within himself: “God will provide.”
And God did.

III. God did provide
Opening
Yes, God sent his angel to stop Abraham, and yes, God sent a ram to be offered up in Isaac’s place.  But God was providing much more than just the gift that spared Isaac’s life.  God was already revealing the divine plan through which God would save us all.
Clue: Mt. Moriah
Let me show you what I mean.  What the story doesn’t say is that the mountain in Moriah, or Mt. Moriah, to which they were headed would centuries later be renamed, Mt. Zion, the hill on which Jerusalem would someday be built.  Abraham was being led to the same place to sacrifice his son as the Son of God would eventually be crucified.  He laid the wood of the sacrifice on the shoulders of his only son the way the Romans would lay the wood of the cross on the shoulders of Jesus.
A thousand years after the time of Abraham, and 700 years before Jesus, the prophet Isaiah said this about Mt. Zion: “On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make a feast… And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever… for the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.”
Clue; Your son, your only son
And here’s another interesting part of the story: the repetition of the phrase, “your only son.” Listen to God’s instructions to Abraham at the beginning of the story and then again at the end of the story: “Take your son, your only son, whom you love…”  And then, “for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

Does that sound at all familiar?  Like when Jesus was baptized and the voice from heaven said, “You are my son, my beloved.  With you I am well pleased.”  And of course, John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”

Closing
God prevented Abraham from sacrificing his own son to prove his love for God, but God did not withhold his only Son from us, but sent him to die on a cross on Mt. Moriah to prove God’s love for us.  Abraham believed that God would provide, but he had no idea all what God had in mind to provide.  For even here, at the beginning of the story of God’s saving grace, God was laying the plan in place to rescue all of us from the power of sin and death.
IV. Conclusion
“What wondrous love is this, O my soul?”  That the Lord of hosts would be so moved by our tears and our fears, our pain and death, that he would give his only Son.  This is the God whom Abraham trusted would provide.  This is the God whom we, when we are facing a future that seems hopeless, can also trust to provide.
Let me end with a little more from the prophet Isaiah: “On this mountain… he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth…  It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him so that he might save us… let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” (Is. 25:8-9)  Amen.
