Summer Series—2008
God’s promises Abraham and Sarah a son
I. Introduction
Certain stories in the Bible (like this one) provide a preacher with a smorgasbord of topics to preach about.  I could preach about the ministry of hospitality by which we sometimes “entertain angels unawares”.  I could preach a sermon on patience since Abraham and Sarah had been waiting 25 years for God to fulfill his promise of a son of their own, and still no child.  
If you need to hear a sermon on patience, you’ll just have to wait, because what grabbed my attention was a seven-word phrase that the Lord said to Abraham and Sarah after he told them they would have a son within a year and Sarah basically said, “Yeah, right.”  That’s when God said, “Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?”

II. Doubts
Opening 

Nobody would fault Sarah for doubting the Lord’s promise to her and Abraham.  After all, the oldest mom in modern times was 67 years old when she gave birth, and that was with the help of modern medicine.  Sarah was 90...way past the age of possibility.  No, we don’t fault Sarah for a second because we are like her. We are realists; we have learned to accept the way things are; and hoping for anything more just ends in disappointment.
The reality of death
I know that as well as anybody.  In the last month I have done four funerals for some wonderful people who, it could be argued, died before their time in spite of all the prayers offered on their behalf.  We understand the harsh reality of death.  Or do we?
I have conversations with God that run something like this.  “Lord, you could have kept so-and-so from dying.” And God replies, “You would have wanted them to keep suffering from their disease as it worsened?”  “No, but you could have healed them from their disease,” I say.  And God says, “I’m getting the idea that had I done that and they lived another 20 years so that their bodies had the chance to become decrepit and suffer with old age, you would then ask me if there was a way to reverse the effects of aging so that they could keep on living forever.”  “Wow, God!” I say, “That’s a great idea!  That was even more than I was thinking.  Can you do something as wonderful as that?”
“Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?” God replies.  “In fact, I’ve already taken care of the aging and death thing.  But it requires that at some point you turn in these bodies prone to disease and aging so that I can give you new ones.”  “You mean we have to die, don’t you Lord?”  “Yes, but you can trust me on this one.  That is what the cross and resurrection was all about.”
God’s plan, our doubts
Trusting in God’s promises and plans is difficult for us, but we are in abundant company.  Throughout the Scriptures story after story tells of people who had trouble trusting God’s love for them.  How many times did Jesus chide even his own disciples for their lack of faith?  
Like the time Jesus was exhausted, asleep in the disciples’ boat as it made its way across the Sea of Galilee, and a storm came up worse than any of these experienced fishermen had ever seen and they were convinced they were going to die.  The fear of the reality they were facing made them forget the love of the one asleep in their boat.  When they awoke Jesus in a panic, saying “don’t you care that we’re about to die?” he stood and said to the storm, “Be still,” and that’s all it took… for the wind to stop, and for his disciples to remember who Jesus really was and that that his love for them would never fail them.
Closing
Like the disciples who could not have imagined Jesus calming the storm, it is usually beyond our capability to imagine what God is going to do or how God will do it, but with faith we can at least be certain that somehow God will.
III. Hopes
Opening
Let’s get back to Sarah and Abraham.  Yes, Sarah had her doubts, but that is only half of her story.  The other half is that even at the age of ninety it was still the desire of Sarah’s heart to have a son.  She had spent years believing that God was going to bless the entire world through her son; it was her big​gest hope and desire.  And now at last God said it was time to bring about the impossible desire of her heart.  “Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?”
The desire of our heart
God is still in the business of bringing about the desires of our hearts.  What is the desire of your heart?  The kind of desire I’m talking about is one that God has put there.  It has nothing to do with the selfish desires of lust and greed.  It has something to do with wanting to make a difference.
For example, the desire of your heart could well be to get married and become a parent and raise a family.  God has called many to that vocation, and many have embraced that calling because it has fulfilled the desire of their heart. 
A big God for big dreams
But know this: God often takes the desire of our heart and expands it to include others.  For example, Peace Lutheran had been doing preschool ministry for some time—helping parent in their task by giving their kids another opportunity to grow—when twelve years ago we recognized that parents struggled to find daycare and after-school care for their children—there were good providers around, but not enough.  So with a large gift of one of our members and a state grant we launched an after-school program called Peace CARE which has become one of the few nationally accredited after-school programs in the state.  And thanks to the vision of the congregation and the last building project we did, it has now been able to expand and offer daycare as well.
But we have a big God who challenges us to big dreams, and we are dreaming up a new way to help parents meet the challenge of their calling… of helping all parents but especially those who have never had the benefit themselves of seeing good parenting modeled.  And we want to put that ministry together in such a way that it could be duplicated in other churches across the country, so that this next generation of children will be blessed in a way that no one thought was possible.  Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?

Closing
That is just one of several dreams of our ministry together.  But what is the desire of your heart?  What is God calling you to do?  And before you answer that, remember God’s words to Sarah, “Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?”
IV. Conclusion
We have a God who makes promises to us, who plants visions and dreams and desires in our hearts that make our lives purposeful and rich.  We have a God who keeps his promises in wonderful--though often unexpected—ways.  And God does so because God loves us more deeply than we can imagine.

May God’s promise to Sarah and Abraham remind us that it is God’s nature to bring about our heart’s desire, because he is the one who, in love, put it there.  And after all, there is nothing too wonderful for the Lord.  Amen. 
