2008 Summer Series – Jacob’s Dream
I. Introduction

A lot of life seems to be about choices.  True, some things happen that one does not have a lot of choice about… congenital birth defects, or the death of people we love.  But we are making choices all the time.  And with choices come consequences. 

For example, though we would not choose to have a car accident, every time we climb into a vehicle we are accepting some degree of risk that we could be in one.  People who smoke are accepting some degree of risk that they could develop emphysema or lung cancer.  People who have intimate relationships with multiple partners are accepting some degree of risk of unwanted pregnancies or STD’s.
Jacob in this story was also experiencing first hand the consequen​ces of his choice to lie to his father and cheat his brother Esau out of his father’s blessing.  His self-serving scheming ways had finally caught up with him, and now he was fleeing for his life.
II. Our Choices 
Opening

That part of the story should sound familiar.  There is not one of us who is particularly proud of all the choices we have made.  And when it comes to bad choices we have made that have affected our long-term health, or our financial well-being, or our relation​ships with others, or our rela​tionship with God we may be looking at a whole set of consequences that we wish we could run from.  
When crisis comes
Unfortunately for most of us, we have been on that road of bad choices leading to a less-than-promising future for so long that we don’t know how to do life any differently… worse than that, we don’t have the moti​vation to do life any differently… that is, unless we encounter a crisis.
Jacob encountered a crisis.  His brother Esau, whom he had cheated out of something very precious, wanted to kill him—not figuratively, but literally.  And there wouldn’t have been anybody who would blame him for doing so.  Such was the legacy that Jacob so far in life had built for himself.  And though it wasn’t much, even that morally bankrupt legacy was in danger so he ran.
Closing
There is nothing like running for one’s life that makes one start to think about the choices one has made.  I don’t know why it takes a life-or-death situation, or the prospect of losing everything we have and everyone we love before we are willing to take a hard look at our lives, but that seems to be the rule.  This story of Jacob and the choices he made up to this point is indeed all too familiar.
III.   God’s Choice
Opening
But this story is not about Jacob and his choices.  The story is about God and <slide 4> God’s choices.  So after a long day of travel and putting as many miles between him and his brother as he possibly could, as Jacob lay exhausted on the hard ground with a rock for a pillow, God chose to speak to Jacob.  And what God chose to say to him is nothing short of amazing and totally unexpected.
What God to says to us
You have to admit that if we were in Jacob’s sandals, we would expect God to say something that sounded like scolding; like, “The choices you have been making don’t seem to be working all that well for you,” or more strongly, “Stop what you are doing and get it right!”  We would expect a reprimand, a punishment from God, as if the conse​quences of our actions weren’t going to be punishment enough.
Instead, here is what God said to Jacob: “I am the God of your fathers, and I will give you and your offspring this land; I will bless your family so that they become many in numbers and spread over all the earth; I am with you and will keep you safe wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you.”

Every word of what God said to Jacob was a word of promise that said: “I choose you, and I will bless you, and I will not leave you.”  Does that surprise you?  Can you imagine God making such an unconditional promise to you knowing what God knows about you?  
God’s grace
Listen to these words that describe God’s choice concerning you.  From Romans 5:8… “God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” You could say sinners are people who don’t choose God, and yet God still chooses us sinners.

And these words from John 3:17, “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
The incredible good news about God is that God looks at us humans mired down in the muck of our sinful choices, and instead of con​demning us, God says, “I choose you, and I will give you life, and I will not leave you.”  And those words of choice and promise make possible something that was never possible for us before: faith. We start to trust God… we start to hope in God’s promises… we start to respond to God’s love.  
Closing
Jacob’s first response to God’s unconditional promises was full of lot of “if’s” and conditions, but that would change as his faith grew.  And God accepted his response because the seed of faith had been planted.  Jacob encountered God’s love, and that would change him forever.
IV. Conclusion  

We spend so much time every day avoiding God because we think God is like the parent who will scold us… and who wants to take time to listen to that.   But in reality God is the One who has chosen to love us uncondi​tionally.  And if, like Jacob, we actually stopped and listened to God, we would find a God who makes promises to us.  And as we learned to trust those promises, we could finally stop running.
That’s what makes this such a great story!  It is not about the con​sequences of Jacob’s choices, This is the story of the consequences of God’s choices.  And this God has chosen you.  Believe the Good News!  Amen.
