2009 Summer Series – David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem
I. Introduction
There are two parts to this story about David.  The one we read together is actually part two.  The first part is about David’s first attempt to bring the ark into Jerusalem.  Things did not go smoothly that time.  While they were moving the cart that held the ark over some bumpy ground, a man name Uzzah put his hand on the ark to steady it and dropped over dead.  The ark went no further for a long time.  David, for the first time in his life, was afraid of God.
That is quite a contrast to the David who, in the second part, is dancing and singing to the Lord when the ark finally makes it to Jerusalem.  Those two very opposite pictures of David can tell us a lot about ourselves and our relationship with God.
II. Keeping God on the fringes
Opening
First of all, what was this ark in which David was so interested?  It was a chest overlaid with gold with two sculpted angels on its lid that God commanded Moses to build during their forty years in the wilderness.  It served two purposes.  One was to carry the stone tablets on which God wrote the Ten Commandments, as well as Aaron’s rod that had once turned into a snake before pharaoh, as well as a jar of manna so that future generations could see what it was.  The second purpose was to serve as the focal point of God’s presence with God’s people.  When Moses went into the holy tent to talk with God, he stood before the ark of the covenant.
Keeping God at arms’ length
With that in mind, it’s easy to see why David wanted it in Jerusalem.  The ark was synonymous with the presence of God.  That’s also why in the first part of the story that David when David is afraid of God he wanted to keep it a safe distance away from him and his new capital city.

We have a lot in common with the David we meet in the first part of this story.  There have certainly been times in our lives when we have been afraid of God.  Maybe we have always been afraid of God.  And not without reason.  We have been taught by stories like this one that God is so holy that we sinners who get too close to God don’t stand a chance.  And even if God doesn’t kill us, we certainly are afraid that God will make us change our sinful ways.  We have reasons to fear God.  So we like David’s solution in the first part of the story which was to keep the presence of God on the fringes of our lives.
Pick any area of your life.  Your job, for instance.  How many of us go to work with the sense of God’s presence influencing our deci​sions through the day.  Or how about our pastimes?  Do we enjoy our recreational pursuits as gifts that come from God and give God thanks, or do we not give God a second thought?  Take our checkbooks.  Or our relationships.  We push God to the fringe of every area of our lives.
Closing
Like David, we feel safer and more comfortable keeping God on the fringes.  The problem with that strategy is that we are not seeing the whole picture.  We are not seeing God as God really is.  And yet how we see God, our perception of God, affects how we feel about God.
III. Rejoicing in God’s love 

Opening
Take Uzzah’s death for example.  When we start out afraid of God, we interpret his death as God’s punishment toward those who do not respect God’s holiness.  But if hear the story from a neutral place, then we can reason that Uzzah just had a heart attack that day as he was wrestling with that cart over rough terrain, and God got blamed for it.  And if we believe that God is loving and that touching the ark was the same as touching the presence of God, then what we saw as his death was just a loving God sweeping him homeward.  How we see God can change the story.

David had his trust in God’s love shaken by Uzzah’s death, but he began to change his perception when he saw the blessings that God rained down upon the owner of the land where the ark was parked.  That was more like the God he knew; the God of Abraham was a God eager to bless his children, not punish them.  And that discovery for David must have been like a  spring of joy.  His perception of God changed and he couldn’t help but dance when the ark finally made its way into Jerusalem!

Excerpt from The Shack
A book that has been challenging people’s perception of God is The Shack.  In the story a man named Mack is angry at God and is given an opportunity to meet the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The Father, interestingly, is portrayed as a rather large black woman, and here is an excerpt of one of her conversations with Mack.  Mack has just asked if she/he every gets mad at people.

“Sho ‘nuff!  What parent doesn’t?  There is a lot to be mad about in the mess my kids have made and in the mess they’re in.  I don’t like a lot of choices they make, but that anger—especially for me—is an expression of love all the same.  I love the ones I am angry with just as much as those I’m not.”…
“But if you are God, aren’t you the one spilling out great bowls of wrath and throwing people into a burning lake of fire?”  Mack could feel his deep anger emerging again, pushing out the questions in front of it, and he was little chagrined at his own lack of self-control.  But he asked anyway, “Honestly, don’t you enjoy punishing those who disappoint you?”

At that, Papa stopped her preparations and turned toward Mack.  He could see a deep sadness in her eyes.  “I am not who you think I am, Mackenzie.   I don’t need to punish people for sin.  Sin is its own punishment, devouring you from the inside.  It’s not my purpose to punish it.  It’s my joy to cure it.”

Closing
A God who punishes sinners does not send His Son to the cross to save us.  A God whose joy is to save us from our sin does.  When our basic perception about God changes from a God to fear to a God who loves us, then like David we go through a transformation.  Instead of keeping God at the fringes of our lives we want God smack dab in the middle.
IV. Conclusion
That’s where God wants to be.  After all, Jesus is Emmanuel, God With Us, the true Ark of the Covenant.  And living our lives smack dab in the middle of his love for us brings us joy.  Amen.
