2009 Summer Series – David and Bathsheba
I. Introduction

Boy, you almost need a scorecard to keep track of how many Commandments David broke in a relatively short period of time.  There is #1 of course, “You shall have no other gods before me”.  The gods David was trusting in aren’t named but he sure wasn’t listening to the God of Israel.  Not once in the whole reading is God ever mentioned.  
Then there is #10 “Coveting your neighbor’s wife”, followed by #6 “Adultery”, followed by #8, “Bearing false witness” when he lied to Uriah, and then finally, #5: “Murder”.  There was a whole lot of commandment-breaking going on.  David was on a bad, bad roll.  How on earth did he get himself into such a mess? 
II. The pain of confronting change
Opening
If you allow me to do a little interpreting of the text, I think I can show how we are a lot like David making the same kind of mistakes.  I think David was facing a new kind of threat that he had no experience in handling; David was  growing older.  
The comfortable past 
Think about it.  David had been a warrior all his life; his life’s goal was to get established as the king of a united Israel, and to conquer and build a capital city.  Up to now his purpose had always been clear, but now he had accomplished all that that; what was next?
Now it was springtime when kings go off to war, but for some reason David didn’t go.  Maybe he stayed home because he was recovering from an injury.  Maybe he stayed home because there were affairs of state to attend to.

The threat of change

Either way he was out of his element, in unchartered waters so to speak, with a big change in life staring him in the face.  His warrior days were behind him; the mundane work in comparison of governing a nation stretched out before him.  And he couldn’t see the change as anything but bad.
So what do we do when we don’t want to face change?  We either A) develop an addiction to help anesthetize the pain and panic we feel regarding the change; or B) create a little chaos in our lives to preempt having to deal with the change.  David chose B in the form of an affair.
Closing
The affair didn’t fix anything about his life, of course.  Instead it created a whole lot of new and terrible problems.  His “trainwreck” was undoubtedly successful, though, in taking his mind off of what he afraid to face.  It works the same way for us, too; we some​times invite chaos into our lives if it can keep us from having to face that of which we are most afraid.
III. The Grace of God that makes healing possible
Opening
So where is God is to be found in this story?  God was actually at the beginning of the story; God was present with David in whatever it was that David couldn’t bear to face about his aging life.  There in the midst of his unnamed fears was the Holy Spirit trying to nudge him and guide him and assure him not to be afraid of the change he was going through, but instead trust God to hold him through the change.
Facing changes we don’t like
Life is full of unwanted changes.  Not being able to do all the things you were once able to do when you were younger is just one of them.  Dealing with the divorce of your parents or your own divorce could be on that list, too.  Or the death of a loved one.  Or the loss of a job.  Or battling a disease.  Or needing to forgiving the person who hurt us.  Or even claiming Jesus as Lord of our lives and bowing our will before his.  These are not changes that many welcome with open arms.

And what is true about each of these changes is that refusing to face them invites a “trainwreck” into our lives.  Yet dealing with them takes courage that most of us don’t possess.  
The courage that comes from trusting God
The place where we find the courage to confront change is wrapped in the love of God for us.  Trusting that God will be there for us, trusting that God has something incredible waiting for us on the other side of the change, is what gives us the courage to embrace the change.
God knows who we are, and why we choose “trainwrecks” filled with the hurt that sin brings instead of dealing with what we need to deal with.  And in spite of that, God is still “especially fond of us”.  That’s why you can trust in God’s love, and in that love you will find the courage to name your fears and step through them. 
Closing
That’s where God is in this story of David and Bathsheba… waiting to guide any of us through a difficult transition… waiting to give us the courage we need.

IV. Conclusion
It’s time to trust in Jesus and put aside our fears.  It’s time to face what it is that we have not been dealing with.  It’s time to be done with all the addictions and chaos we have chosen instead, to be done with the mess they have made in our lives.  It’s time to trust this Jesus who is especially fond of you.  You can trust him, for he is calling you into a life of abundance and joy.  You can trust Jesus; he will not fail you.  Amen.
