2010 Summer Series – Elijah and the still, small voice
I. Introduction

We’ve all seen the commercial: “Peyton Manning, you’ve just won the Super Bowl!  What are you going to do?”  “I’m going to Disney World!”  A little R&R after a long season and big victory seems like a good idea.  Poor Elijah.  No Disney World for him.  He won the big contest with the priests of Baal at Mt. Carmel.  He prayed for the rain to return to the land, and it did.  But instead of riding that wave of success and heading into a little R&R, he was running for his life.
II. Elijah and us – exhausted and afraid
Opening
It is so easy to relate to Elijah in this story.  Just think back to a time in your life when you were either totally exhausted or overcome by fear… or both, since those two emotions often travel together… a time when all the good things have unraveled and all your work and effort have been undone...  a time when you simply do not have any more fight left within you.  That is where Elijah was at.
Tired
Elijah was tired  for a couple of reasons.  He was physically tired because he had been running for his life for the better part of three days.  But he was also emotionally tired because he had just seen God perform an amazing and powerful sign by sending fire down to consume his burnt offering in front of all the priests of Baal and many Israelite witnesses.  That should have been enough to turn Israel back to the Lord and overthrow all those who worshipped Baal, including the queen, Jezebel.  But there was no uprising; Jezebel remained in power and was now seeking Elijah’s life.  His life’s work of getting the people of Israel to turn back to the Lord seemed impossible, and that really made him tired.

Afraid
And he was afraid, too.  Funny, that the man of God who had just witnessed such a sign of God’s power would be afraid of a human queen, but he was.  From a human point of view he had good reason to be afraid.  He was one man; she commanded armies.  In the battle for the hearts of Israel, she was winning.  And Elijah wanted to be done; he wanted God to take his life, and call him home.
Closing
That was what was going on in Elijah’s life; how about you?  Ever been in that place of exhaustion, disappointment, and fear; that place that seems to have no way out; that place where you are ready to walk away and be done with everything? If so, the fact that you are here, makes me think that you will be able to relate to what happens next in Elijah’s story.
III. 

Opening
They say you find out who your true friends are when you’re down.  And I think we can say that it’s also true that you discover what God is really like when you are in your greatest need.
Sustenance for the journey
So here is Elijah whose faith has all but left him, replaced by a fear he can not master that has him running for his life.  And in the middle of this flight of fear, does God reprimand him for his faithlessness.  No.  God feeds him… not once, but twice… just taking care of his physical needs… just keeping him safe until he can get to the place where he is ready to listen.

When I hear that, I think of how we are moved to take care of people who have just experienced the death of a loved one whose grief has left them exhausted and fearing the future.  We bring them food.  We know that there is nothing that we can say that will help nearly as much as just that simple act of love that says “I know how hard this is.”  And for the person in the throes of grieving, that gift of food helps to keep them going, to keep them connected to their caring community.  They know they are being loved.  It’s why we take such joy in providing Peace Meals for those to take to others who are going through a difficult time.
A still, small voice
Now jump ahead to the part of the story where Elijah is waiting for God.  He is waiting on Mt. Horeb which is sometimes called Mt. Sinai, the same place God gave the Ten Commandments to the people Israel.  That was a time God made Himself known by sending a mighty wind that pushed backed the waters of the Red Sea so that the people could escape the pursuing Egyptians.  That was a time the earth opened up and swallowed those who had led the people astray in worshipping the golden calf.  That was a time when God spoke to Moses out of the fire of the burning bush.
That was then, and this was now.  And Elijah didn’t experience God’s presence in any of those three… wind, earthquake, or fire.  It’s when he heard the sheer silence that he went out to meet God.  And in that still, small voice God asked him, “What are you doing here?” 
“What are you doing here?”

Actually, there are times when God could ask us that same question.  It’s the kind of question that is packed with meaning.  It’s gentle, and yet quite direct.  It makes us look at our past choices, good and bad that got us to where we are.  But just as importantly, it makes us look at our future.  “What are you doing here, when there is so much more up ahead?”

Elijah came to the mountain thinking he didn’t have a future; and when he was ready to listen, God laid out a whole new direction for him to go.  “What are you doing here?” meant, “Of course you’re not finished.  You haven’t failed, there is just more work to do.  And I still choose you as the one to do it.” 
Closing
That’s the kind of God we have.  A God who, far from abandoning us in our times of greatest need, is right there with us—often behind the scenes—to sustain us and then gently nudges us back into life… back into the future to which he is calling us.
IV. Conclusion
We can trust in a God like that… trust in a God who speaks to us in a still, small voice… in a God whose living Word came to us in a rather unassuming way… healing us, teaching us, calling us to follow.  May we always listen to the One who speaks in that still small voice. His love for us will never fail.  Amen.  
