2010 Summer Series – Hosea and Gomer
I. Introduction 
I’ve never taken the time to add them up but I have performed lots of weddings… indoor weddings, outdoor weddings, weddings at different churches, wedding on mountaintops.  But though every wedding is a little different, there is a promise made by both bride and groom that is always the same:

Do you take this man to be your wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward?  Do you promise to love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, and forsaking all others, keep yourself only unto him for as long as you both shall live?

A promise like that is what makes a marriage possible.  It is a pledge of faithfulness that says I will not let my heart wander away from you.  With that promise in place, trust is given the opportunity to deepen even more, and all sorts of things become possible.
Now, what if you were considering marrying someone who had a horrible track record in the “being faithful” department?  Your friends would warn you, your family would try to talk some sense into your head.  Because everybody can see the train wreck that is coming and the broken heart and pain.  Welcome to Hosea’s life.

II. Gomer
Opening
The prophet’s were told to do some pretty strange things, but none were as heart-breaking as what Hosea was asked to do by marrying Gomer.  Depending on your translation, Gomer either made a living by having different lovers, or just couldn’t help herself.  Either wayshe was a high-risk candidate for marriage.  And either way, she can teach us something about ourselves.
Loss of trust
Somewhere in her life Gomer had learned a painful lesson… chances are that someone who was supposed to be a person of trust broke that trust.  And as is often the case with victims, instead of experiencing compassion and reconciliation, she must have experienced isolation and scorn.  

But Gomer had to have been a survivor.  It came at a cost, though.  Survival meant guarding her heart by never completing trusting in anyone, never completely giving her heart to another, not even her husband.
Our problem with God
When it comes to our relationship with God, we are Gomer through and through.  We have a hard time giving our hearts completely to God because we don’t trust God.  And we don’t see any reason to trust God because a) of all the terrible things we have experienced already, and b) It seems unlikely that life on God’s terms will be any better than what we have carved out for ourselves.
So we let God make all sorts of promises to us in Baptism and through Communion; but we guard our hearts and only half-heartedly ever say yes.  And when life doesn’t turn out signifi​cantly different or better, we’re not surprised.  “See”, we tell ourselves, “it’s a good thing we didn’t give our heart to God.”
Closing
I guess that is what it means to be broken, to be in “bondage to sin and unable to free ourselves”.  We are no longer “wired” to trust, and yet trust is necessary to love God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength.  We are Gomer, men and women alike. 
III. 

Opening
But this story is not just about Gomer.  It’s about Hosea, too, whose decision to marry Gomer was just the first of some unusual decisions.  But each time God used Hosea to reveal something about Himself.
Faithful in the face of unfaithfulness
First off, as we saw at the start, Hosea’s decision to marry Gomer was a high-risk decision.  No doubt he had friends who tried to talk him out of it, but nothing could change his mind.  God’s choosing to love us is just as high a risk.
Second—and this is just my speculation--though Hosea maybe thought he fathered their first child, I’m thinking he was less convinced about the paternity of the next two.  I’m thinking by that time in their marriage he had become aware that his wife was not being faithful to him.  And yet he choose to remain her husband.  A decision like that was unheard of!  But in the same way, God chooses to remain faithful to us even when we are unfaithful in return.

Love that seeks us out
Third, later in the story, Gomer apparently abandoned Hosea com​pletely choosing to stay with her latest lover.  We’re not given a lot of details about it, but my guess is that this new relationship turned out not to be the bed of roses.  In fact—again, this is my own specula​tion—the man she was with soon began treating her more like his property than his lover and there was no way out for Gomer.  
Enter Hosea, who went looking for her and ended up buying her from  this man who considered her his property.  Anybody with any sense at all would say this was mistake number three for Hosea.  But that is what love does. “For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son…”
Closing
We are not told anything more about Gomer or how her story ends.  I’d like to think that her heart finally opened up to Hosea who showed her God’s kind of unconditional and faithful love, and at last she experienced the love and intimacy she longed for her whole life but could never attain.  Not that it was going to be easy: after all, Israel’s fall to the Assyrians about which Hosea prophesied would happen in their lifetime.  But now it was a lifetime worth living.
IV. Conclusion 
Hosea taught us about what God is like.  God is not distant, removed, or impassive when it comes to us, but rather close to our hearts and passionate in His love for us.  God, like Hosea to Gomer, has chosen to be foolishly faithful to us even when we are not… but then love doesn’t have to make sense.  You are the one God has chosen to love, and He has paid a tremendous price for you.  Open your hearts to His love.  It’s time to make your lifetime worth the living.  Amen.
