Advent 2009: In the Waiting Room 
Luke 21:25-36 - Waiting for Help to Arrive

Sermon by Rev. Dr. Rolf D. Svanoe

We’ve all been there, in the waiting room, waiting for one thing or another. Where have you done your waiting? 
· Maybe it was a hospital waiting room, waiting for a loved one in surgery and for the doctor to come report on the outcome. 
· Maybe it was in an airport and you sat and waited because your flight was cancelled or delayed. 
· Maybe your waiting room was at the car dealer waiting for an oil change or repair to get finished. 
We wait for all kinds of things that we don’t need special rooms for. A couple of days ago some of you got up early and stood in line waiting to get into the store for those Black Friday deals. Maybe you waited for that phone call to come from your doctor about the results from a biopsy. We wait nine months of a pregnancy for a child or grandchild to make its grand appearance. We wait for families to gather so we can celebrate a holiday. Maybe your waiting was at the end of an IV drip waiting for the chemo to do its work and see if your cancer has decreased. There are times when victims wait for justice, or when the hungry and homeless wait for something better. We wait for the economy to improve or for that job we so desperately need. Sometimes we even wait to die when our bodies have grown old or just given up. When you think about it we do a lot of waiting in life. 

This Advent I want to invite you to think of this sanctuary as our waiting room. This is a place to teach us how to wait. We will hear lots of stories of waiting. As we wait to celebrate Christmas, we will be reminded of all the other things in life that we wait for, and how God comes to us in our waiting to encourage and help us. 
Advent is a season of waiting and hope for a better life and for a better world. God’s people waited for centuries for a Messiah that God would send to rescue them. And God came down to them that first Christmas at Bethlehem. It wasn’t exactly what they were waiting for, but it was what they needed. 

Our lesson today talks about another kind of waiting, waiting for a future when Christ will come again. “People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Stand up- raise your heads! According to Jesus we don’t need to be afraid of tomorrow. But there are some people who face the future with a lot of fear. They look at the wars and the economy and think- What is this world coming to? Some of you have seen the movie 2012 about the end of the world predicted by an ancient Mayan calendar. The interesting thing is that the calendar doesn’t really predict the end of the world, just the end of a period of time, like a millennium. You can interpret the calendar to predict something good happening as well as something bad. So a prediction of a terrible end to the world says more about us than it does about the future.
As we think about the future Jesus warns us about two temptations- one, to care too little, and the other, to care too much. 

1. Caring Too Little. “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness.” There are people who have given up hoping and dreaming. They no longer believe in anything, and they are cynical about those who do. Nothing will ever change so why even try. Forget about changing the world. Make sure you get your own. Eat, drink and be merry. These people need Advent. Someone has said that Advent is a season for recovering lost dreams. We need to hope again, dream again. Our lives do make a difference. God is alive and active in this world bringing real change in people’s lives. Don’t waste your life and time here on this earth. Be a part of God’s coming kingdom.
2. Caring Too Much. “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with…the worries of this life.” There are times when we care too much, when we become so immobilized with fear and the worry about the future that we can no longer live in the present. These people too, need Advent. They need to believe that God is indeed alive and working in this world. We have a power from beyond that we can trust to guide us.
3. Look to God. “Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” The season of Advent is to teach us how to wait. We are not alone. We pray for strength. We open ourselves up to God’s strength alert to God’s possibilities.
Do you remember the scenes of devastation from New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina? Helicopters flew overhead trying to rescue those who had managed to crawl to the rooftops. We saw them standing there waving their signs for help. They were waiting- waiting for help to arrive. Four years later help did arrive. Last July saw the biggest convention to New orleans since Hurricane Katrina. It was 37,000 teenagers and their chaperones from around the ELCA, there for the 2009 ELCA National Youth Gathering, called “Jesus, Justice, Jazz.” Besides the worship events at the Louisiana Superdome, the teens spent much of their five days in New Orleans performing some 200 community service projects. In all, the Lutheran visitors from all over the U.S. contributed a quarter of a million volunteer hours to the people of New Orleans.

We are in the season of Advent- in the waiting room. Most of us don’t like to wait. We want things to happen now. Git er done- is our philosophy. But Advent reminds us that the world is not as it is supposed to be. Advent shows us how to wait and how to pray for God’s strength in our waiting. Advent teaches us to keep our hopes and dreams alive. 

There is one more Advent that we haven’t talked about yet. Advent points us to the past when Christ came 2000 years ago. And Advent points us to the future when Christ will come again. But Advent reminds us that Christ comes to us today in countless acts of kindness. Christ comes in Word and Sacrament, in the reading and preaching of God’s word, in holy baptism and holy communion. 


