All Saints Sunday – 2009
I. Introduction

Early in my ministry I attended the funeral of a local teenager killed in accident.  The funeral was held in the school gym and the bleachers were packed.  It certainly seemed to be a day that death had won, had snatched a young life away, and left us with fears that any of our loved ones could be next.  I sat there thinking of this story about Lazarus, and how now would be an excellent time for Jesus to do the same thing as he did in that story and show this large crowd that he really was the Lord of Love and the Victor over Death.
II.

Opening
Death always tests our faith.  It’s hard to keep trusting God when someone we love is taken away from us.  After all, part of faith is trusting that God really does love us, and it is hard to believe in that love when we are overwhelmed in our grief.  Faith is also trusting in God’s power and if God were all powerful, couldn’t God prevent death altogether?  

Questioning God’s love
The story in the Gospel bounces like a ping pong ball between those two questions of faith.  We pick up the story with Mary’s first words to Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” Like her sister, Martha, Mary’s words are a statement of faith… a profession of confidence that Jesus had the power to heal her brother.  Is God powerful enough to help us?  Of course!  

But her words also beg the unspoken question:  “Why weren’t you here?  I thought you loved us.”

Questioning God’s power
And then on the way to the tomb, Jesus joins with all the mourners who are crying and weeps, too.  And the impact of his tears isn’t lost on the crowd.  They say, “See how much he loved him.  Then they immediately add the second faith question: “Could not this man who opened the eyes of the blind, keep Lazarus from dying?”  
So now we know that Jesus’ love for Lazarus and his family is not the problem.  He loved them deeply.  Which brings us back to question of faith number one: does God really have power over death or not?  That question is answered dramatically at the end of the story.  When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead it was a one-time sign that God indeed has power over death.
Closing
But just because both faith questions—is God powerful enough, and does God love us enough—get answered in the story, doesn’t mean that they get automatically answered for us when death strikes a member of our family… when it’s us going through it.
III.

Opening
Death brings with it lots of questions, and not always a lot of answers.  But if look at this story just from the point of view of getting your questions answered, you are missing the biggest part.  Answering our faith questions isn’t what the story is about.  The story is about being in relationship with the One who is God’s Answer… Jesus.

I am the Resurrection
We get that earlier in the story when Jesus’ asks Mary sister, Martha, whether or not she believed her brother would live again.  When Martha responded like a good Confirmation student that she believed in the resurrection of the dead that will happen at the end of the story, that’s when Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection, and the life!”  I am God’s answer to death and the fear of death and the grieving that death brings!  You may not have all the answers but you can have a relationship with the One who is God’s Answer.  Trust me.
“Come and see”
And when Mary invited him to “come and see” the place where they had buried Lazarus, that was about relationship, too, because Jesus walked with her not only physically, but emotionally, as well.  It was then that he was deeply moved by the grief around him; it was then that he wept.
You and I know how words can not express the strength we have received from others who have walked with us at a time of death, who have cried with us.  And this Jesus, who is God’s Answer to all our questions about death, has promised to walk with us in our grief, to give us strength until we get to that day when we see with our own eyes that God has indeed defeated death for us.  
Closing
What Jesus gave Mary and Martha was not just answers to their questions, but an invitation to trust him.  And when they did, their trust was not disappointed. 
IV. Conclusion

Today we are remembering those saints who shared their faith with us, and who, like Mary and Martha, were not disappointed by the one in whom they put their trust.  And by the example of their lives they invite us to put our trust in the same Lord and Savior.  And when we celebrate communion, we know that those saints join us around the altar in the part of the Lord’s Table we can not see.  
But we have more than just their testimony; because when we eat Jesus body and drink his blood, we encounter Jesus for ourselves, and like Mary who invited Jesus to come and walk with her and see her pain, we invite Jesus, too.  And he does come, and does feel our pain, and walks with us faithfully.  And we can know with all the saints, that he really does love us, and that his love is strong enough to save us.  Amen.
