Do you wonder, as I do, each time you hear this story, what it must have been like?  What was there about Jesus…about his eyes, his smile, his voice…that made these fishermen, these ordinary men doing their everyday work, turn and follow Jesus.
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Like so many of the stories in the Bible, it would sound very different to 1st century middle easterners than it does to those of us who are Easter people – we who know the rest of the story!  We know Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  Surely there was something awe inspiring, something beyond compelling when he called these fishermen to follow.

But Peter and Andrew and James and John didn’t know who he was.  What they did know was that he was a rabbi, and in their culture to be chosen to follow a rabbi was the highest calling.  Education was so very different back then.  Everyone went for the first few years…until around 8 years old.  Then the girls were sent home to learn from their mothers how to be a wife and mother.  The boys went on for a few more years, until around 12, when most of them were sent home to their fathers to learn a trade, and only the best and the brightest stayed on.  Stayed on to continue to study, learn and memorize the first five books of the Torah.  To REALLY memorize it.  Like, if the rabbi said recite from verse 10 of the third chapter of Genesis every other word.  Or backwords!  And they would.  Then, the very best of these students would be invited to go on and study under a rabbi.  They were the elite.  The chosen.
Now think of Peter and Andrew and James and John. Fishermen, being invited to follow a rabbi?  Unheard of!  So, their response could have been from the sheer joy of being called to follow after thinking their lot in life was settled.  But, somehow I don’t think that was it.  Or, maybe they were some kind of heroes, more daring and adventurous than most of us would be.  Eager to follow a stranger anywhere.  Again, I’m not thinking that was their motivation.  In fact, I don’t think this particular story is about what they did at all.  It’s about God.  It’s about the God-in-Jesus who called them and the God-in-them who led them to respond. 

For them, like for most of us, having God call us and hearing God call us is a miracle.  Responding to God’s call is also a miracle.  It is God who gives us the gifts, God who calls us to use them, and God who is right here with us helping us to respond!

So…here’s the question for the day:  

Does God call people today?
Does God call people today?  How?  Is God or has God called you?  What did it sound like?  The scary answer to that question is that God’s first language is silence.  It is in the silence that God often speaks.  That’s scary when we realize we aren’t very good at silence these days!  Even when we do end up somewhere quiet, most of us immediately turn on some noise.  Plug in a headset, turn on the TV, hook up a game, pick up the phone.  We’re not often still and we’re even less likely to be silent.  The psalmist knew what we needed when he wrote
Be still and know that I am God   Ps 46:10
Here’s a word game.  Take the word ‘silent’
S I L E N T
And rearrange the letters.  Anyone?

L I S T E N
If God’s first language is silence, our response surely must be to listen.  As we turn towards Lent, which is approaching faster this year than any time I can remember, listening might be a great way to respond to the words of Jesus himself in our gospel lesson for today:

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
Most of think repent means being sorry, and that’s part of it.  Acknowledging we need to change.  But repent is an action verb – it means to turn around, to go a new way.  So, maybe instead of giving up something for Lent this year (chocolate or coffee or coke) we could repent.  Be still.  Listen.  Listen for that still small voice that even today calls us to “follow me!”

I’ll never forget what was said a few years ago at a meeting of Answer the Call, a ministry of the SD Synod, created to address the shortage of ordained pastors.  At that meeting, someone noted that God is not calling fewer people into ministry.  Fewer people are listening!

I think it is comforting, though, to realize that this is nothing new.  When God called Samuel (and Samuel was destined to be called!  He was already living with Eli and serving the Lord) even Samuel missed it when God called.  He needed Eli to translate it for him!
That should be encouraging for us.  Because that is another language that God still uses today…the voices of people around us.  Parents, spouses, colleagues, pastors.  So, when someone says something out of the blue, and you wonder, “Where did that come from?” or “Who fired that shot?” Listen!  God speaks to us still through each other.  A friend of mine was leaving church last Sunday, and Bishop Zellmer had been visiting their church that day.  As she walked out, the bishop happened to be walking out, and he turned to her and said, “Hey!  When am I going to hear that you are going to seminary?”  

She was caught totally off guard, until in the quiet of her heart she admitted the thought had been nagging her for a while now.  God uses more than one language to get through our busyness and our noisiness!  He calls us in the voices of people helping us, our families and our friends, he calls us through his Word, and in the silence of our prayers.

But there I go…doing what I definitely do not want any of you to do!  Equating the call of God with the call to ministry. 
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 It’s hard not to do that, I know, and that is what was happening in our text for today, but God’s call has always been for all of God’s people!  I know that, and I think that’s why I was so cynical about taking three days off last week to attend First Call Theological Education.  #1, this isn’t even my first call if we are talking about a call to ministry.  And it certainly isn’t my first call in life! 
Pictures of mother/grandmother, teacher w/student, businesswoman
 I was called 42 years ago to be Roe’s wife, called to be mother and grandmother, called to be a mentor to Jennifer, called into funeral service before ever being called to work in any church.  
Martin Luther, back in the 16th century was the first to teach that each individual was expected to fulfill his God-appointed task in everyday life.
Christian vocation includes the use of our gifts in our work, our family life, church and civic commitments…and here’s the important part… for the sake of the greater common good!  And when we do, it’s our vocation, not just our occupation.  Vocation comes from the same Latin word as ‘call.’
Vocation/Occupation
And Luther would be quick to say that of all the things we do, teach or preach or work in a store or work on the road, not one…none of them is dearer to God’s heart than another.  God gives each of us different gifts and calls us to use them for his purposes.  Our call isn’t what we do, it’s what we are…uniquely created by God, and put in this place and time to serve him and the world.  Our occupation and our vocation become one when in and through them, in all that we do, we serve God and God’s world.  Like the teacher who walks through her classroom each morning before the students arrive, praying for each one by name, our occupations become vocations when we see ourselves as God’s people, and we see our hands as being necessary to God’s work.
Everything we do in worship teaches us that we are God’s people, called and sent – out from this place into the world.  Here is where we are reminded who we are whose we are.  And from here we are sent – to be who we are here, out in the world - followers of Jesus, fishers of people.  
And as God’s people, filled with his grace, we have all that we need!  It’s a miracle.  It’s a gift.  Just like the call to those fishermen so long ago.  We are called.  We are sent.  We are given unique gifts to use and to share.  The God who calls us can be counted on to create us as people who will follow.

Imagine what God dreamed of when he created the world.  Imagine his dream when he created you and called you to this time and place.  He called each and every one of us to help make his dreams come true.  God is calling…
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
Let us pray.  Oh God, we know that you do call us.  Help us to listen for your call.  Help us to be able to recognize it and to accept it.  Help us to discover your dream for us, your need for us in your world, and our very special place in it.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Vocation

1. a particular occupation, business, or profession; calling

2. a strong impulse or inclination to follow an activity or career

3. a divine call to God’s service or the Christian life

Occupation

1. a person’s usual or principal work or business

2. a means of earning a living

3. any activity in which a person is engaged
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