Christ the King Sunday – 2009

I. Introduction

Have you ever had a teacher who liked to set the class up to make a dramatic point by asking a question whose answer was so obvious, that when someone took the bait and gave the obvious answer the teacher would take great delight in saying, “You would think so, but that’s not the right answer!”  Today’s Gospel lesson reads that way to me.
II. “King” Pilate
Opening
Two kings standing face to face.  OK, technically, Pilate is not a king; he is a Roman governor, appointed by the emperor to govern a very hard-to-govern people, the Jews of Judea.  But in that place, he held all the authority of the emperor himself.  He was Rome.  And of course, we know the other king, Jesus, who is not looking all that kingly.  The question the gospel writer sets up is, “Who is the real king?  How well do you know them?”
We are here in this place of worship because we claim Jesus to be the real king.  We may not know him as well as we would like to, but he is familiar to us.  Even so, in many ways we probably know Pilate better.
Rome: the Superpower of the World
Think about it.  Rome was a military super-power, not unlike the United States.  And in many ways they used that power to bring great advancements to the world.  Caesar Augustus, who was emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth, was hailed as the Light of the World because he brought western civilization to very backwards places, and better than that…he brought peace… peace earned through military dominance, true… but for a time, the world enjoyed the absence of conflict.

And here is Pilate, in the prime of his career, embodying all the enlightenment of Rome questioning this reject of a hopelessly backward people.  “Are you a king?” he asks Jesus.  “I am, but my kingdom is not of this world.  I was born, to testify to the truth.”

“What is truth?”
“What is truth?” retorted Pilate.  “From where I’m standing the truth seems to be that you are a sincere religious fanatic who didn’t pay attention to who held the reins of power among your own people.  And for not paying attention to that truth they want your life.  From where I’m standing the truth is that the power I hold is the only thing that can keep you alive.  You may claim to testify to the truth, but you don’t have a clue about the truth about power and how it works in the real world.  What good is your truth if doesn’t know how to keep you alive; if it doesn’t know how to get you what you want?”
I think that we understand Pilate very well, and so does anyone else who has trouble seeing the value of faith in real life.

Closing
Let me put it another way.  Today is commitment Sunday.  We’re being asked to prayerfully consider not only our giving for the ministry in 2010 but for a three year investment in the future of ministry of Peace through the Pass It On campaign.  We’ve been asked to look at our checkbooks and portfolios and ask the question, “What is the truth for us?”  These are difficult economic times… we know that’s true.  We know we need to be careful with every dollar we spend… true.  We know that we could think of a hundred different uses for every dollar that we could potentially pledge.  Given that reality, why pledge anything at all?  What is truth?
III. King Jesus
Opening
Let’s take another look at Jesus... seemingly powerless, yet claiming to be a king.  Normally we wouldn’t give a second look at someone like that except for this one fact: Pilate and Rome are long gone, and this Jesus is still here.  Who had the real power after all?  

The King of love
It turns out that it wasn’t the one who understood the ways of power, but the one who understood the power of God’s love.  Jesus under​stood the Father’s love for him, and trusted it.  And he understood the Father’s love for us, and what had to be done to turn us from our warped sense of reality, and turn us back to God whose love for us never disappoints.
That was what the cross was all about.  When Jesus hung on the cross it wasn’t because God needed a sacrifice… it’s because we did.  We needed God to prove his unconditional love.  And by giving us His only Son, whom we killed, and then forgiving us, God proved that his love would pay any price.  Any obstacle that we perceived existed between us God took away.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, God was saying to us, “I choose to love you as you are; I choose to claim you as my own as you are; learn to trust in my love for you as you are.”
Trusting Christ the King
Learning to trust God’s love takes a lifetime and happens in many different ways for us.  But one way it happens is when we name Christ as our King and Lord.  Trust means being able to say, “Lord Jesus, you have given me a great wealth of time, talents, and treasure to manage.  Help me use it all in ways that serve you.  Teach me how to manage it all in ways that help me to do whatever you have called me to do.
“Calm my fears when you beckon to me to step out of the boat of my comfort zone.  Help me keep my eyes only on you, trusting that you will be with me now, and as I look to the uncertain future, I will find you there as well.  With every choice I make, help me to name you as my King.”
Closing
One of the major choices we will continue to make is how much of our money we simply give back to God.  And will it be a first fruits gift, given before any other obligation each month… a gift that says “this is a top priority for me?”  And will the size of the gift be enough to challenge us to trust in Jesus’ love for us?  A choice like that is one way we can name Jesus as King in our lives.
IV. Conclusion
Two kings met in the palace that day, and you could not have picked two kings who looked more different.  And as they sized each other up one question unanswered hung in the air: “What is truth?”  Who is the real King?  
Christians know that answer.  The one whose love had the power to save us is the one we name as our Lord and King.  Amen.
