Creation Series – Fauna
I. Introduction
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There is a supposedly true story about a Pastor whose kitten climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to come down. The Pastor coaxed it, but the kitty would not come down. 
The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the Pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and pulled it until the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten. That's what he did, all the while checking his progress in the car. Just when the tree was bent far enough to reach the kitten, the rope broke. The tree went "boing!" and the kitten instantly sailed through the air---out of sight. 
The Pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten. No. Nobody had seen a stray kitten.  So he prayed, "Lord, I just commit this kitten to your keeping," and went on about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church members. He happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food. This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, "Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?"
She replied, "You won't believe this," and then told him how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing. Then a few days before, the child had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, "Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it."
She told the Pastor, "I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her." 
II. God provides
Opening

We get pretty used to thinking that we are the only ones on God’s mind, but the two lessons you heard describe a God who is able to keep track of all his living creatures, providing them food and places to live, even little kittens.  And if the Bible says God does that for them, then you can be sure that God does the same for us.
The birds of the air
Jesus pointed to the animals as proof of God’s caring.  He said, “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?” (Matthew 6:26)
Martin Luther said as much in his explanation of the term “daily bread” we use in the Lord’s Prayer.  First of all, he explained, God provides what we need whether we pray for it or not—whether we deserve it or not.  “God sends the rain on the just and the unjust.”  But praying for our daily bread helps us remember who it comes from, and reminds us to give God thanks.
Look at the sparrow
Second, though “daily bread” refers to only what we need, not want, the list of what we need extends far beyond food and shelter.  It includes a way to make an income, loving family, loyal friends, good government, good health, and a good reputation.  These are all things our heavenly Father knows that we need, and he is eager to provide them.
Sometimes that’s hard to believe because we go through times and seasons when some of the “daily bread” is in short supply.  That’s why Jesus had to repeatedly encourage us that God really does know what we’re going through and care about us.  “Look at the sparrow.  Are not two sold for a penny?  And yet not one of them falls to the ground that your heavenly Father does not know about.” (Mt 10:29)
Closing

So the first lesson to learn from the animals is of God’s great love and faithfulness, and how God cares for them and provides for their needs, and how God likewise cares about us and provides what we need in this life whether we are aware of it or not, deserve it or not, or give thanks for it or not. 
III. 
Opening

But there is more to learn from animals than that.  After all, there is a God-given covenant between us and the animals that goes back to the Garden of Eden when God gave Adam the task of naming the animals.  We have been given a share in God’s work of caring for the animals with whom we share this planet.  And they, too, play a role in how God provides for us that goes beyond just food.
Animals that help us
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For example, I was reminded this week of how the elephants in Sri Lanka were observed moving to higher ground way ahead of the tsunami wave that brought such devastation.  They knew of the danger coming because they can communicate with each other over miles through the deep vibrations that travel through the ground when they stomp their feet.  Had humans been listening to the elephants, they would have had all the warning they needed.

It’s long been known that dogs can hear pitches much higher than humans, which might explain why a dog who many times before traveled by helicopter with a news team in the Phoenix area, one day would not board the helicopter.  The crew eventually left without the dog only to suffer a fatal crash later due to a mechanical failure.
Or how about a cat who lives in a hospice facility to give comfort to those who are in their last stages of life, and who has been observed to somehow know beyond the ability of the staff who is nearest death, and crawl up on their bed and never leave their side until they have passed on. 
Closing
There is so much to learn from the animals with which God has surrounded us, and our learning begins with the realization that God can use the gifts of other species to help bless us with our “daily bread”; and God charges us with the vocation to use our gifts to help provide for their “daily bread” as well.
IV. Conclusion
How lonely creation would be without all the animals with whom we share this world.  And though it would be tempting to see a world without mosquitoes, maybe we would miss them, too.  After all, as the song goes, “All God’s critters got a place in the choir.”

Praise God for all the wonderful variety of creatures he has made.  Praise God for the work he has given us in caring for his creatures.   Praise God for his caring and faithfulness he has shown to them and to us.  Amen.
