No wonder this Joseph story was a hit Broadway musical!  It has everything! Passion, revenge, foreign intrigue, reversal.  When we last saw Joseph he was being carried away by slave traders.  Now he is a ruler of Egypt – 2nd only to Pharaoh himself!  Along the way however, he has been high up in Potiphar’s household and way down in Pharaoh’s prison.
I don’t think the story should be called “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat” though.  I think it should be Joseph and the amazing trust in God!
It’s sort of a chicken and egg thing for me, though. Which came first?  His penchant for forgiveness?   Or his trust in God?  Of course, forgiveness puts us back into relationship with God so we can see his hand in our lives, rest in his love, trust in his promises…but seeing God’s hand in our lives, knowing he is there turning bad ties into something good, living in relationship with God demands forgiveness.
So, which was it for Joseph?  Surely, if we’d have asked him as he was being thrown into the pit or when he was being dragged away by those Ishmaelites, he probably wouldn’t have totally trusted God’s hand that day.  I’m thinking he wasn’t forgiving his brothers at that particular moment, either!

And, it certainly must not have seemed like those dreams he’d had (and taunted his brothers with) were ever going to come true now either.  Do you remember what he dreamed?  They were all putting up sheaves of grain and the other 11 all bowed down to his.  And in the other one, the sun and the moon and 11 stars all were bowing down to his star.  
Dreams that infuriated his brothers, and even got his father worked up!  But Joseph trusted in those dreams and in his ability to interpret them.  And it was that skill for interpreting dreams that changed the course of his life. Later, in prison, he accurately interpreted dreams for Pharaoh’s baker and cup bearer, which led to Joseph’s ultimately being called in to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams about the seven fat and seven lean cows. 
All of which brought Joseph to Pharaoh’s palace…and brings us to our story for today!  Joseph is in charge!  There have been seven years of plenty and we are in the second year of the famine…not only in Egypt, but also back in Canaan where Joseph’s family lives.  They are starving, and his brothers come to Egypt to beg for food.

Joseph recognizes his brothers immediately, but not surprisingly, they have no idea who he is!  How could they?  They last saw him more than thirty years ago – a 13 year-old boy, and a slave.  Now here he is in total authority.  He could have had them executed with the snap of a finger.

But Joseph is subject to another authority.  Joseph is subject to God – and it will be his relationship to God and his understanding of God’s hand in his life that will shape his response to his brothers.  You see, Joseph’s relationship with God – his total belief that God’s promise was for him made a difference.  It’s supposed to make a difference for us, too!

All through Joseph’s story we hear that the Lord was with Joseph.  In Chapter 39, he prospered at Potiphar’s house, and the Lord gives him success.  In prison, the Lord was with him, helping him interpret the dreams.  And surely it was the Lord with him that helped him forgive.  We never hear that he told Pharaoh about Potiphar’s wife and her false accusation that sent him to prison.  We never hear that he tells Pharaoh about his brothers’ treachery that landed him in Egypt.  Instead, we now hear him say, not once but three times, “You boys may have meant it for ill, but God meant it for good!”

His brothers arrive. Joseph’s dreams do come true. They bow down to him and beg him to save their people from starvation.  Whether it is sheaves or stars that he’s remembering, Joseph must be savoring this moment.  It is a powerful moment.  He is a powerful man.  If Joseph had been harboring a desire for revenge, here is his chance!  But except for messing with them a bit, putting their money back in their bags of food, sending them home for Benjamin and then hiding his cup in Benjamin’s bag, Joseph’s response to his brothers is pure grace.  

Instead of revenge, rebuke, or even justice…instead, Joseph says to his brothers:

“And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here…”


“God sent me before you to preserve a remnant on earth…”


“So, it was not you who sent me here, but God.”

God did not cause the brothers to commit their evil act, God simply turned the effect of it from bad to good.  It is God’s action that deserves celebration here!  We tell and retell this story to remind us to recognize God’s presence, God’s love, God’s care in our own situations.  I don’t know where you are in your own story, but wherever you are, God is there, too.  God was with Joseph when he was a slave, when he was in prison, and when he ruled Egypt.  In the same way, God is with us in our slavery, in our prisons, in our pain and in our successes.  And what’s God up to in all of our lives?  He’s up to the same thing he was up to in Joseph’s life. In the Old Testament and in the New, in Joseph’s life and in ours, our God turns bad into good.
Nehemiah 13:2 says, “Our God, however, turned the curse into a blessing.”  


In his letter to the Romans, Paul says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him.”  Romans 8:28  

God can and does turn our curses into blessings.  Our challenge is to recognize his hand in our lives – and then to live as if we do!  Joseph recognized God’s hand, and his life was fuller because of it.  He forgave those treacherous brothers and he brought his whole family out of starvation to life.
Joseph didn’t respond by wanting to make his brothers suffer the way he had suffered.  He just wanted to let it go.  Real forgiveness is like that.  It’s relinquishing our right to get even, to hurt back. It’s releasing the offender, and in doing so, releasing ourselves.  The real winner is the forgiver, not necessarily the forgiven.

Joseph’s brothers lived on with their guilt. It was still there years later when Jacob died.  But Joseph was free of it.  In releasing them, he released himself…and he went even further.  He repaid them with kindness. Brought them to Egypt, fed them, saved them, and protected them.  

In our culture, it seems outrageous to do good to someone who has gone out of their way to harm us, but that is exactly what God calls us to do.  And in this, God leads by example.  Jesus was mocked, beaten, and spat upon.  He died on a cross he didn’t deserve and from that cross he said, “Father, forgive them…”
Listen again to what Joseph said to his brothers, “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good.”  At Easter, in Joseph’s life, and in our own, God turns bad things around.  He brings good from evil. Turns curses into blessings.  

Joseph was able to look back at the events of his life and say, “God sent me ahead of you to rescue you in this amazing way….”  Even though choice and chance certainly had a hand in his life, looking back, he could see God’s hand in it all.
Likewise, when we’re going through dark days or tough times, and we wonder where in the world God is, rest assured.  Behind it all is a hand that will hold us and guide us through.  We may not experience miraculous interventions by God in our lives, but often we can look back over the years and see his silent, invisible, providential hand.  Even Jesus wasn’t spared really bad times.  The good news is that even though people plotted against him, and even though his own friends deserted him, even though he suffered and died in a horrible way…God uses it for good.  God uses it to bless us.
For me, the most amazing thing about this Joseph story…the thing that just has to be said…is that Joseph recognized God’s hand in his life; Joseph believed God’s promises (and believed that they were for him) and he lived differently because of it!  

He lived a life of forgiveness, which brought him into closer relationship with his God, which helped him see God in his life, which demanded he live a life of forgiveness.  See why I got stuck? 

What came first?  He knew God, he believed God, he lived as if he knew God and believed in God.  His response was just as our is to be…forgiving others, bringing ourselves into closer relationship with God and with others, which helps us forgive, which brings us into closer relationship with God and with others…and on and on!

What a story!  It’s Joseph’s story.  It’s God’s story.  And, it’s our story.  Thanks be to God!  Amen.

Let’s pray.  God of promise, God of blessing, help us to see your hand in our lives and help us to respond in love.  May we forgive as you forgive, love as you would have us love, and live with trust and joy the life you have planned for us. Amen
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