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Peace Lutheran
January 25, 2009
Mark 1: 14-20  
The Time Has Come:  Follow Me 

Dear Friends in Christ, Grace and Peace be unto you from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.
This has been quite a week.  The events in Washington DC have served to cause me to do a lot of reminiscing.  I was a junior at Augie in 1963 when Martin Luther King 
[Slide of MLK]
stood on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and shared his dream of racial equality.  In 1968, Susanne and I were living in Chicago.   I remember singing at a memorial service for Dr. King after his assassination which we held at 
[Slide of Lutheran General Hospital]
Lutheran General Hospital in Chicago.  I thought of the year I spent in Minneapolis in 1970 where I worked as a community organizer for Northside Settlement Services and a youth director at 
[Slide of Public Housing Project]
Prince of Glory Lutheran, a multi-racial congregation located within the mostly-black public housing projects northwest of St. Mary’s Basilica.  I remember helping vacation Bible school kids that summer make a tile mosaic of Dr. King.  
[Slide of Obed’s Ordination]
I recalled my ordination about a month later at Roseni Lutheran, south of Beresford, where the 
[Slide of Prince of Glory Singers]
children’s choir--the Prince of Glory Singers, sang their hearts out.  I remember hearing a remark from a Roseni member noting that the choir’s director,
[Slide of organist]
Vivian Jenkiins, was the first black person to ever play their organ.

[blank]

Yes, it has been a week of memories and unbelievable change.   I’ll admit to shedding a few tears watching the inauguration of President Obama on Tuesday, 

[Slide of Obama at Inauguration]
mindful of the historic significance of what was occurring.

I was struck by many things in the Inaugural Address of President Obama, but one paragraph was especially meaningful.  He said:  
“We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish things. The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to generation: the God-given promise that all are equal, all are free and all deserve a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness.”
The same phrase rings in today’s gospel where Jesus said in verse 15:  “the time has come,”
Jesus is announcing a very special reality.  The Greek word for “time” in this verse is “Kairos”.  Jesus is announcing God’s special intervention in human history.  And the response he is calling for is repentance and belief in this new reality.  Jesus called people from living under the power of sin and enslavement to self interest to life in God’s gift of new life—a life of love, respect, trust and faith.

To demonstrate the change in this new Kingdom he calls 
[Slide of Jesus calling disciples]
two unlikely people to follow him—two uneducated and hardworking fishermen—Peter and Andrew.  And shortly after he called two more—James and John.  He didn’t call bright, young and educated men.  He chose common, ordinary, uneducated fishermen.  And the incredible thing is that they responded with a yes.  They dropped what they were doing and followed.
[blank]

Throughout the three years of their “internship” Jesus had to keep reminding his disciples to follow him.  In the last chapter of John, after the resurrection there is the interesting interaction when Jesus asked Peter if he loved him.  He asked the question three times.  And when Peter professed a third time his love for Jesus, Jesus again said, “Follow me.”  So Jesus’ first and last words to Peter were the same:  
“Follow me.”— two words that are very interesting. They can lead to disaster.  They can lead to nowhere.  Or they can lead to wonderful outcomes.  It just depends.  History is filled with stories of people who followed something or someone.  In the mid- 1930s many of our Lutheran brothers and sisters were asked to follow a man named Adolph Hitler and history tells us the result.  
Not long ago Susanne and I watched a documentary about Rev. Jim Jones who invited people to follow him.  A spellbinding preacher and power freak, Rev. Jones led hundreds of followers to the jungles of Guiana where he convinced them that he would lead them to God—a journey that led to hundreds dying in a mass suicide.
Yes, all of us have many opportunities to make decisions to follow one thing or another.  

The time has come, said Jesus.  Follow Me.  And he is still saying it.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s kingdom continues to be present.  And the call to follow keeps ringing in our ears.
It is kind of like chorus of a song from the Broadway musical, The Fantastiks.

(sing)

Try to remember the kind of September 
when life was slow and oh, so mellow. 
Try to remember the kind of September 
when grass was green and grain was yellow. 
Try to remember the kind of September 
you were a tender and callow fellow. 

Try to remember and if you remember, then follow, 
(echo) follow, follow, follow, follow 
follow, follow, follow, follow. 

Just as Jesus had to keep on reminding his disciples to follow, so for you and me we need to let the chorus of the Broadway song echo in our ears in response to His call. 

No matter when you or I were claimed as a child of God, whether as an infant or an adult, the invitation to follow still moves and stirs us.  The call to discipleship is an ongoing and never-ending process—He calls ordinary people for an extraordinary mission.
We gather here today to hear again the good news of Jesus Christ.  No matter how much we have stumbled in heeding the call, no matter how many times we sincerely wanted to follow, but didn't know what that meant, or how to do it, or what the cost would be; no matter how many times we have experienced disappointment in relation to that call, Jesus is always inviting us with an outstretched arm to trust and to follow.  When I moved here five years ago Pastor Trish Boese was the youth director—before she became a pastor.  Posted on her door was a very interesting poster which read: “God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called.”
I don’t have to remind you that we live in a critical time.  The global financial mess combined with the deep divides between rich and poor, between races and religions is a great time for today’s gospel text to resound in our ears.  “The time has come…… repent, believe and follow.”  Following Jesus is not a spectator sport; rather, it is a declaration of trust, a signaling of the intent to radically reorient one’s life, and a commitment to being a different kind of person.  Jesus did not promise easy times or quick solutions.  But He did promise that He would walk with us.  
The time has come…..the time is here…
And (sing)  “follow, follow, follow, follow, follow, follow, follow, follow, follow……”
Amen
