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Matthew 28: 16-20 TRINITY SUNDAY

GO:  In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Dear friends in Christ, Grace and Peace be unto you from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

One of the very enjoyable aspects of my work as your pastor is visiting in the maternity floors at Sanford and McKennan.  After congratulating the new parents the first question is often this:  What is the name you have chosen?  And then big smile appears as mom or dad shares the name they have selected.

Giving your child a name is a wonderful experience.  Our first child was born in Texas and was brought to Grand Forks by a social worker when he was 3 ½ months old.  When we first saw him being carried down the plane’s stairway we knew the name we had chosen was just right-- Tobin.  Tobin is from Hebrew and means “God is good.”  

This weekend we Norwegians celebrate Syttende Mai, their equivalent of the 4th of July. (It’s the day that Norwegians freed themselves from the Danes….I had to slip in this sentence for Pastor Stjernholm!!)  Norwegian names basicly come from two sources:  from places…like Berg—meaning “mountain” or Hindbjorgen—“behind the hill.” Or from a parent’s first name--like John’s son or Peter’s son.  Susanne has a Swedish cousin whose last name is Pahlsdotter.
In the Bible, the choosing of a name was extremely important.  In Jewish thought, a name conveys the nature and essence of the person named.  God named Adam and Eve.  In Genesis we read that God formed man from the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life.  Adam means “earth or ground.”  Eve means “life”.  

This weekend in the church year we celebrate Trinity.  And the gospel lesson is from Matthew 28—Jesus’ last words to his disciples.  He said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”
Jesus’ disciples took his final instructions to heart.  And as a consequence we are gathered here today where we often hear his words repeated:  “I baptize you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”  And in our baptismal service we add one more element with Trinitarian language.  We pastors dip our thumb in oil and make the sign of the cross on the forehead with these words….. “child of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”
I want all of you on the count of three to say out loud your name with this phrase:  1,2,3, ________ child of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  
We are in this sanctuary today because we are part of a chain of believers whose names have been linked with the names of the triune God—God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Why is this important?
We don’t worship a divine being who is some sort of abstract figure.  We worship a God who not only made our world but intervened in history--a God who rolled up his sleeves and became part of our messy and messed up world.   We worship a God who loved and forgave--a God who suffered--a God who said that he would never let us go--a God who instructed his disciples to continue his teaching of unconditional love.  We worship a God who has initiated a personal relationship with us and invites us to live our lives knowing we can trust him to be with us.  
The sports pages are now filled with the results of track meets.  One of the exciting parts of a track meet is to see the athletes line up, get their feet set, carefully place their hands, raise their heads and listen intently for the words:  On Your Mark,  Get Set, GO!!!
Jesus told his disciples GO!  Jesus tells us GO!

GO!  

MAKE DISCIPLES!  

BAPTIZE IN THE NAME OF FATHER, SON, HOLY SPIRIT!
TEACH WHAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU!  

AND…………………….REMEMBER………..I AM WITH YOU.

Last weekend we celebrated Pentecost and the power of the Holy Spirit to walk with us.  Today we celebrate Jesus’ last instructions….we call this weekend TRINITY.  And it is nice that this weekend falls in track season when the word GO has special meaning.
We often speak of these words as the Great Commission.  In the name of the triune God we are asked to bring the good news….to evangelize.  Now I realize that the name “evangelicals” has recently become quite politicized in the public square….often being synonymous with a rather negative and judgmental type of religious expression.  

But the word comes from the word gospel, which means “good news.”  You and I are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  We are members of Peace Lutheran Church and by association we are evangelicals.  You and I are called by Jesus to evangelize—to bring good news.  How can we do this, you ask?   
There are lots of ways to witness to this good news.  We do this by sharing our gifts with others.  Some of you have gifts of hospitality.  Some of you have gifts of listening.  Some of you have gifts of generosity.  St. Francis of Assisi who lived about 800 years ago and whose followers we call Franciscans, instructed his followers:  “Preach the gospel at all times and use words if necessary.”
In preparation for his final commission, Jesus shared these words with the disciples, recorded in the 13th chapter of John:  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

So we leave this sanctuary with our marching orders.  Linked to God’s precious names we are ambassadors for Christ…bringing the good news of God through the power of His Spirit.   
Amen
