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Mark 10:  46-52

What Do You Want Me to Do For You?
Interesting question, isn’t it?  And yet it is the kind of question that you and I hear often.  Walk into Billion Motors 
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or Eide’s or any dealer in town and a salesman will interrupt your looking at a new car with the question, “How can I help you?”  Wander a bit in the aisles at Ace Hardware 
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and you will no doubt encounter an employee who will ask, “Can I help you with anything?”  Yes, we are familiar with this kind of an inquiry.  
[blank]

And if you need to seek the help of an attorney, I am sure that one of the first questions addressed to you will be, “What do you want me to do for you?”

In today’s gospel lesson Jesus and his disciples were passing through Jericho on their way to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem.  Bartimaeus was a blind beggar who stationed himself near the road, no doubt hoping to glean some coins from the hoard of pilgrims streaming towards Jerusalem.   Bartimaeus survived by begging.  
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Since blind people were shunned by society the only way they survived was from begging.

Bartimaeus heard others talking about Jesus and that he was walking towards them.  No doubt aware of Jesus’ reputation for healing and alerted to Jesus’ presence, he started yelling:  “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  Embarrassed by his behavior, people in the crowd tried to shush him up.  But undeterred, he yelled even louder:  “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  
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For the first time in Mark’s gospel we hear Jesus described as Son of David.  The blind man obviously perceived something very special about Jesus.  He recognized Jesus as not only a miracle worker and teacher.  But he believed that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah.  So when heard the call to come to Jesus, he threw off his beggars cloak and rushed to Jesus’ side.  
Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” What should he answer? Of course he needed money but more than that he desperately wanted to be able to see.  So he responded to Jesus, “My teacher, let me see again.”  Jesus responded by saying, “Go, your faith has made you well.”  And the story ends with Bartimaeus joining the group following Jesus on their trek to Jerusalem.

[blank]
This is Jesus’ last miracle before entering Jerusalem.  Matthew and Luke also recount the healing of a blind beggar as Jesus’ final miracle before entering Jerusalem.  Why this miracle, we may ask.  Is there a deeper meaning here?  His disciples had a difficult time understanding Jesus’ mission even though he tried many times to explain it to them.  Could it be that Jesus used this last miracle as a sort of metaphor to help his disciples and their followers to understand that his mission was to open eyes and help people understand God’s love more fully.
I would like to briefly talk about two giants of the faith.  The first in the apostle Paul.  Before his conversion he was a zealous in his hatred of those who followed Jesus.  But in Acts 9 we read that Saul had a dramatic encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus.  
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As a result of his encounter Saul was blinded for three days.  And when his sight was restored he saw Jesus in a whole new light.  His name changed to Paul, he became the incredible follower of Jesus, establishing churches throughout that part of the world.

A second giant of the faith is Martin Luther.  Today we celebrate our Lutheran heritage.  Roland Bainton in Martin Luther’s biography entitled Here I Stand describes Luther’s discovery, that we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus, as his Damascus Road experience.  (p. 60)  Luther struggled with his own unworthiness and found the answer to Jesus’ question:  “What do you want me to do for you?” in his study of scripture, particularly Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome.  
[image: image6.jpg]



Martin Luther’s eyes were opened and he was able to see that Jesus desires a relationship with us not based on our efforts but the gift of forgiveness and grace.
[blank]

In many respects we are all beggars on the side of the road, asking for eyes that can see more clearly.  As citizens of this world, we beg for clear vision to see how we can make a difference.   
As members of Peace Lutheran, we beg for clarity to see and understand our mission.  Jesus says “What do you want me to do for you?”  As we contemplate and plan for our future, we ask Jesus to see our mission not just for those who worship now, but those who haven’t yet been here.

Like blind Bartimaeus, all of us in one way or another find ourselves as beggars on the side of the road, struggling to make sense of life’s challenges.  All of us find ourselves yearning for greater clarity as we face the bumps in our roads.  And we welcome his promised help whatever our situation---especially when we are faced with challenges like:
· The sudden death of a family member.

· The unfaithfulness of a spouse.

· The loss of a job.

· The inability to successfully deal with a nagging addiction or a repetitive destructive behavior.

· Disappointment with unfulfilled expectations.
· A friendship shattered.

· A marriage dissolved.

· An unexpected diagnosis.

“What do you want me to do for you?” asks Jesus.   (pause)
I’d like to share with you a story about my mother, Hilda.  At age 90 she was diagnosed with breast cancer.  Following surgery and aware that the cancer had spread, she returned to her apartment at Sunnycrest Village spurning radical treatment.  For the next three years she lived her life as she had done before the surgery not fearing the future for she was confident that Jesus was walking with her.  
Several months before her death she moved to Luther Manor….just south of Augustana College and a few blocks from the home of her cousin, Elliot Thoreson,  an Augie professor.  Elliot and Bertie, his wife, were at my mom’s side when she died.  After her funeral Elliot shared a story with my brothers and me.  I must say at the outset that my mom was not a fussy person.  But when he would visit her at lunch or snack time he would wheel her into the dining room.  Mom was very fussy about where she would sit.  Her eyesight dimming, mom insisted on being seated at the table in such a way so that she was able to see the cross hanging on the dining room wall….  I will always treasure that story.
“What do you want me to do for you?” asks Jesus.   
(sing)

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things in your path will become more clear,
In the light of His glory and grace.
Amen

