It’s the 4th of July – and you’ll have to cut me some slack, because I am one of those who get choked up when I hear the national anthem or salute a flag going by.  Even my name, Patris, means ‘love of fatherland.’  I love the 4th of July - a day to celebrate and give thanks for this great nation.  A day to remember the principles on which this nation was built.  A day to give thanks to God for the blessings we enjoy…and for the wisdom of our forefathers.

You’ll understand, then, why in the story of the anointing of King David, I see where some of that wisdom came from!  Our forefathers knew these stories and understood what God’s role is, what our role is and what the role of our leaders is.  To me, it couldn’t be plainer than in this story of how David was made king of all Israel.

Remember – David was anointed king for the first time when he was still a shepherd boy. 20 years have passed and so far he is only king of Judah…king of the southern kingdom.  His life has been anything but kingly in these years. He has been on the run, fighting, and using some political skills to lay the groundwork for what happens today.  David has not been sitting it out waiting for God to pop him onto a throne.  He believes he is to be king, he plans for it and he works for it.  The fulfillment of God’s promise to David comes true in these verses.

How different it is from when Saul became king!  Differences which have consequences for both David’s reign and for the people of God. Remember why Saul was made king?  Because the people didn’t trust God!  They were at war with their neighbors, and they didn’t trust God to deliver them.  They wanted a king like everyone else had, a king to lead them in battle.  They wanted a king just like them!  God gave them what they asked for, and they got just what they deserved.  Saul rebelled against God’s Word just like the people did, he didn’t fully obey God, and Saul was not the king to lead them to greatness.  

Enter King David.  It may not be Independence Day for Israel, but the day David was made king, it is the beginning of the reign of the one who would unite Israel and take it to the height of its glory.  The days of King David are the days that earlier generations dreamed of and later generations yearned to know again. Not so unlike this great nation of ours!

What was so different when David was made king?  Let’s think about that.  When the people demanded a king and God gave them Saul, the people were rejecting God as their king.  Listen to what they say this time, “And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel and you will become ruler over them.’”  By now, somehow, everyone knew that David was God’s anointed.  Philistine girls sang ditties about him, all saw God’s hand in his military victories, and stories must have spread throughout the land about his sneaking into Saul’s camp, taking his weapons and taunting him, but never harming him.  What is different about David’s being made king is that the people saw it as God’s will, not their own selfish demand.  The power flowed from God to the people and from the people to David.  God’s people, seeking to do God’s will, chose David to be their ruler.   

Hmmm.  Our founders knew their history.  Our founders knew their Bibles.  

I’ll bet most of you can say this with me: We hold these truths to be self evident…that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

Can anyone go on?  — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed….
Power from God to the people to their elected leaders.  Exactly how it worked when David became leader of all Israel.  Exactly how it worked when God blessed his leadership.  And exactly how it was designed to work by our founders.  God gives power to the people, and they choose how much power to give to their leaders.

It’s Independence Day.  Reading the Declaration of Independence alongside David’s story is a powerful reminder.  Our forefathers understood this very well.  It’s not only in the Declaration of Independence, but also, go read Article X of the United States Constitution says: from God to people, to the government.  This is a good day to remember and to celebrate the Judeo-Christian principles of our founders – serendipitously found right here in the middle of our summer story about David!

Speaking of summer stories of David and of our nation – there’s another similarity with his first act as king…to choose a capitol.  David wisely realizes he cannot rule all of Israel from Hebron in Judah.  Not only is it totally associated with Judah politically, but geographically it is too far south.  Our founders faced a similar dilemma, and right there in Article I, they solved it…set aside a federal district, a neutral, centrally located (well, back then!) place to be the capitol.

That’s exactly what David did.  Right on the border between the northern and southern kingdoms, between Judah and Israel, there’s a ridge of hills.  On one of the hills there was a fortress, the city of Jebus, where the (you guessed it) Jebusites lived.  Okay.  It’s our summer STORY series, so let me just tell a story.  It’s not all biblical, but rather comes from the rabbinic writings during medieval times.  Here’s King David, needing a capitol on neutral ground, centrally located.

And remember…he was a shepherd boy, wandering the hillsides around Bethlehem well into his older teen years.  Within a few miles of his fields stood this fortress that no one had been able to conquer.  The Jebusites have lived there for centuries, treatied with Joshua and with Saul to leave them in peace and laughed at anyone who even attempted to attack them.  Seated on a hill, Jebus had valleys on three sides and on the other side, ah, on the other side they were protected by huge bronze statues, giant statues of blind and lame men, their deity…metal goliaths who moved and swung their weapons menacingly at anyone who dared approach the fortress.  These were not only the Jebusites idols; they were supposed to be lame Jacob and blind Isaac, to mock the God of Abraham.  The story goes that they were run by a system of gears and pulleys powered by the flow of water at the base. 

Can you imagine it?  If you were a teenager, out on your own a lot and you heard stories of giants on the walls and of a secret water supply that powered them?  Might you have sneaked over to see for yourself?  I’m sure David could see it looming in the distance.  It was only somewhere between 4 and 8 miles away.   It’d be like going from here to Augustana College or from here to St. Michaels Cathedral.  And might a teenager have found an aqueduct hidden outside of the walls and explored it?  This teenager would have for sure!

Fast forward.  Now this teenager is grown up - the new king who needs a capitol city, a neutral, central city that just happens to be impregnable!  What sweet irony it must have been for David to think of ruling from that place that he remembers as scary and invincible!  To make it worse (or better) the Jebusites taunted David, saying he couldn’t get in there if only the blind and the lame were guarding the place!

So, maybe there weren’t any scary giants.  Another version of the story was that they lined up the lame and the blind from the town, parading them on the walls to taunt any who came to attack.  No wonder the lectionary reading, when it does include this story, leaves out the part about the lame and the blind. They are difficult verses to understand, and we don’t know the real story.  Why would David hate the blind and the lame?  Perhaps because they were Jebusite idols.  Or because he was taunted by them.  We’re not sure, but what we do know is that it says he hated them and they were not allowed in the temple.  They were cut off from God and from the community of worship…for generations!

I think these were important verses to remind us of what David was…and what he wasn’t.  David was a very human king.  Chosen of God, for sure, but oh so very human.  And the very humanness of Israel’s king, the king who has been waited for, the king who points toward the messiah, this David may have been a great king, but he was no messiah!  David, who cuts the lame and the blind off from access to God, helps us to see Jesus as a new kind of king.  A king who was quick to heal the lame and the blind and to bring back to God all who were cut off – for whatever reason!  

In Jesus, God turns all things around.  Puts all things right again.  Whether it is the blind and the lame that David cut off, or if it is you and me, that our sin has cut off, in Jesus we are brought back.  In his body and his blood here today, whatever has separated us from God is washed away.  We are reconciled with our God and brought into the community of believers.  

The reason we love the David stories is because we are right there in them.  We are David, shutting people out.  We are the lame and the blind, cut off from God by our own sin.  And on those same hillsides, just a few miles from the City of David, in David’s home town of Bethlehem, years later the new king is born.  Our king and savior.  The one who died to bring us back to God, to forgive us and to give us eternal life.  

You can’t help but compare the scene at David’s coronation with that at our Lord’s crucifixion. Both scenes speak of an acclamation from the people. David proclaimed a hero; Jesus mocked as a failure. Both scenes look forward to the reign of the king. David reigned, showing the way to the union of a nation. Jesus reigns, showing the way to union with God and life beyond death. With our king – with Jesus as king, every day is Independence Day!  Thanks be to God!  

