You know, for today, at least, we should have read the Gospel text first…and then the “first lesson.”  Because in the gospel, Jesus is telling them what is going to happen…and it just happened in the Pentecost story!
So, let’s get it all in order in our head.  Slide 1 In our Gospel, it is still Jesus’ last night in the upper room.  Between these two lessons is his arrest, click crucifixion, burial, Easter, his return to walk click among them during a forty day period, and then, his ascension. click Jesus ahs returned to the Father, and the disciples have returned to the upper room in the house where they are staying in Jerusalem.
Slide 2 Here they wait.  Don’t you wonder how they wait…not knowing exactly what it is they are waiting for?  But Jesus had said to stay there and wait.  For 10 days they  have been waiting and praying.  And then it happened!  They were all together – 120 believers – but all of Jerusalem heard the rushing wind and saw the flames, the fire, the power from on high!

Slide 3 Crowds came by the thousands and gathered outside where they were.  Can you imagine it?  And as the disciples went out among them, they began to tell of the power of their God and of his mighty deeds.  I’m not sure what stories they told that day – but it was enough!  And it was told aloud in the native language of everyone gathered, people from every land and country!  

Slide 4 It was powerful!  They were on fire!  They couldn’t NOT tell of this awesome God! These bumbling fishermen from Galilee spoke eloquently in every language.  Even Luke says it was amazing and astonishing!  It’s hard to find the words to help us imagine it, but it worked.  3000 people were baptized that day!

Slide 5 It happened just like Jesus said it would and it happened on Pentecost. If Easter wasn’t enough, Pentecost tells us once and for all that Jesus is alive and on the loose!  I love how Fred Craddock, professor and preacher, says it.  He said, “Easter needs Pentecost.  With Pentecost, the risen Christ says hello, not good-bye to the church.”
10 days after his ascension, Jesus’ Spirit returns – just as he said it would!  Easter needs Pentecost…and so do we!  I wonder if we have any comprehension at all of the power sent to earth that day/  We should…considering who sent it!

Usually, when we think of the Holy Spirit we think of a comforter, a guide, an encourager, a helper, an advocate.  Slide 6 We need Pentecost when life presses in on us and we’re not sure we can go on.  That’s when Jesus promises to be close, encouraging us, cheering us on.  We need a Pentecost when we’re click sick, or someone we love is sick or someone close to us has died.  That’s when Jesus is right there, comforting us just as he promised.  

We need Pentecost when we click mess up, when we do the things we know we shouldn’t or when we don’t do those things we know God wants and needs us to do.  That’s when Jesus stands beside us, stands up for us before his father, granting us grace and giving us a brand new start.  We need Pentecost when we are lost, click torn by indecision…or by a lack of choices…and we don’t know what tomorrow will bring.  That’s when Jesus comes to help us, to guide us, to give us his peace.
Slide 7 Comfort, courage, help, guidance, advocate.  That’s the Spirit we know, we see, we experience…we share even!  That Spirit of the Living Christ, God’s presence active in our lives.  But I’m still stuck on the roaring wind and the tongues of fire.  What about that Spirit? The Spirit of power sent roaring and flaming down on Pentecost?  That sounds powerful and scary, not gentle and helpful.  Slide 8 That sounds more like a bolt of lightning or a tornado than a little flame dancing in the breeze. 

That Spirit - the Spirit on Pentecost Day - had a particular purpose…to give voice to all who would tell of the powerful deeds of God, to all who would tell the story of God’s Son.  It sounds more like a powerful electric shock, running through all who hear and feel it…like it makes their hair stand Slide 9 on end, it’s conductive! It shocks in turn anyone they touch!  Really – think of electricity. Click  It’s not only conductive…it works differently click in whatever it’s plugged into!  That sounds like the Spirit of Pentecost – working differently in each and every one.  That sounds a lot like God’s Spirit in us – giving each of us just the gifts we need to tell others of our powerful God!
Slide 10 I’m thinking we really need Pentecost.  The larger church, our congregation, each one of us…we desperately need a miracle of speaking!  We claim to be the ELCA, but I tested this out on the Wednesday morning Bible study group. What are the first words that come to mind when I say, “Evangelism?”  What (or who) do you think of?  Our group quickly came up with: uncomfortable, Billy Graham, fear, knocking on doors, rejection.  Who would name a church after that?  Especially a church full of us who aren’t very good at sharing our own feelings, let alone the working of God’s Holy spirit within us (
The very thought of evangelism scares most of us!  I remember a few years ago when I was working for the synod and they sent me to the National Evangelism Workshop in Charlotte,  NC.  I was terrified!  An evangelism workshop…in the south!  I was afraid I wouldn’t even know the language!  I remember buying a book, Evangelism Outside the Box, to try to bone up on the ‘E’ word.  And when I got there?  It was a Pentecost moment!  They were speaking my language…they were speaking ‘family ministry!’
It does make sense, doesn’t it?  If 75% of the new Christians each year are children, how we are doing evangelism at home matters a lot!  They were quoting Deuteronomy 6:7 – my very favorite verse for helping parents understand how and why to talk about the powerful deeds of God.  So, what does God through Moses say to parents in Slide 11 Deut. 6:7?  Right after saying we are supposed to keep his words in our heart, it says we are to “Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.”
It got me thinking…if we did that…if we talked about God and his awesome power, told the story of his Son, shared where we see God in our own stories, when we are at home and when we are away, when we lie down and when we rise, might we get comfortable enough to dare to share them with a co-worker or a friend?  Might they get so familiar that they just might slip out sometime at the very time someone needs to hear them?  Would ‘evangelism’ get less scary if we practiced it every day at home?  Research says the answer is yes.
So…when is it that you have found yourself telling someone else what your faith means to you or how much you love your church?
We talked about that on Wednesday, too.  Slide 12 We pictured ourselves as pitchers…only motivated to share our faith when we were filled up.  We thought of things that fill our pitcher: worship, Bible study, a hug, time in the garden or alone in the car, prayer.  And then we named those things that drain our pitcher: anger (our own or someone else’s aimed at us), everyday stress, negative thoughts or people, relationships in crisis, excessive busy-ness.

And finally, we shared with each other those times when our pitcher was so overflowing - that we couldn’t NOT feel God’s presence and his guidance and his peace and joy; those times when we couldn’t NOT share with someone else what God was up to in our lives: like after Christmas Eve worship, the birth of a child, an ah-ha moment in Bible study, a miracle or an answered prayer.

Slide 13 We are Easter people.  We know the resurrected Christ.  And Easter needs Pentecost!  The heart of evangelism is loving God, loving our church and loving other people.  That’s all of us!  And the absolute easiest kind of evangelism is to invite someone to church.  Pr. Rolf told the Tuesday night Bible study group that there’s actual research that shows we ELCA Lutherans invite someone to church every 32 ½ years!  That’s not funny!  Well, OK.  It is funny.  It’s also true.
Why would you invite someone?  You think they’d like our potlucks or our Sunday school?  Their kids are Confirmation age and they don’t have a church?  They’d make good volunteers or help pay for the parking lot?  Of course not!  We invite people here because we want to fill up their pitchers!  We want them to know the stories of God and his people. We want them to know the Easter story, to know it is their story too!  We want to turn the living Jesus loose in their life!
Easter says Jesus is alive Slide 14 and God is in love with the world.  Pentecost sets us on fire – gives us that jolt that reminds us that we are his witnesses…in our homes, in our town, in our country, in the world.  Pentecost means we are to be the ELCA…the EVANGELICAL Lutheran Church in America.  May God bless each one of us with a speaking miracle of our own! Amen!
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