Peace Lutheran Church
Lenten Series on Revelation #5

Revelation 6:1-17; ( 7:2-3; 9-17)
Who Can Stand?
Dear Friends in Christ, Grace and Peace be with you from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.
Last month Susanne and I visited with my older brother and his wife who live north of Prescott, Arizona.  His wife is a horse breeder and has raised horses for years.  It was interesting to be with her and help feed her horses. 
[PICTURE OF FEEDING HORSES] 

They live in an area where lots of their neighbors are also into raising horses.  So we took walks and met some of them.

[PICTURE OF SUSANNE & HORSE]
Today’s scripture lesson from the sixth chapter of Revelation also gives us a glimpse of horses, but the vision that John describes is actually quite bizarre and frightening.
[PICTURE OF 4 HORSEMEN]

As we have learned, John is writing to seven churches.  This chapter contains descriptions of what was seen when the seals of the scroll were opened.  John gives his readers a very graphic description of the culture of his day and the reign of suffering and evil.  Included are:
SLAUGHTER  [SAME SLIDE AS ABOVE]
WAR

SUFFERING

BLOOD

ECONOMIC CRISIS

MURDER

DISEASE

DEATH

After the horses came the opening of the fifth and sixth seals which revealed that religious persecution and violent upheaval would occur, resulting in earthquakes and darkness.  

[EARTHQUAKE]
The vision reveals a world that is dominated by the power of evil.  The last sentence of Revelation 6 ends with this question:  “For the great day of their wrath has come, and ….who is able to stand?”
After reading this section, we can certainly see that John’s description has application for our day as well.  Do we not experience similar situations in our modern world?  In 21st century language, John would have painted word pictures describing:

Sin             Sickness                Suffering         Religious and Racial Strife          War                   Economic injustice         Poverty          Starvation          Greed           Addiction             

And his question is still relevant:  “who is able to stand?”
[STARVING CHILDREN]  

[STOCK MARKET CRASH]
[SICK CHILD ON BREATHING MACHINE]
[ABUSED WOMAN]
[PICTURE OF MAN ON STREET]
[PICTURE OF HOMELESS MAN]
[PICTURE OF LUNG CANCER]
[PICTURE OF 9-11]
[PICTURE OF WAR]
[PICTURE OF MAN AND BOY]
[PICTURE OF WOMAN IN HOSPITAL]
[BLANK SLIDE]
During my forty years of ministry I have been confronted by John’s question countless times.  None of us have escaped the deep questions raised by the forces of evil operating in our world.

Sitting at the bedside of friends who are dying….hearing fifth steps of alcoholics and addicts who have suffered the mental and physical devastation of their disease….hearing the agonizing stories of victims of abuse and neglect….hearing the pleas for economic and civil rights justice….the question of John has echoed in our ears many times……… who is able to stand?”
Well, my friends, before the seventh seal is opened in Chapter 8, John describes a second scene:  a scene in heaven.  Listen:

Read:  Revelations 7: 2-3; 9-17
One of my great privileges as a pastor is to stand by the baptismal font and mark the sign of the cross on foreheads with these words:  “Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ, forever.”
[PICTURE OF BAPTISM]

Marva Dawn, a theologian and writer who has experienced great physical disabilities, wrote a book entitled:  Joy in Our Weakness:  A Gift of Hope from the Book of Revelation, in which she describes the strength found in the gift of the lamb—lamb power as Pastor Rolf and Pat have reminded us. 
[BLANK SLIDE]

John reminded the members of the seven churches of the great power given to us in Jesus Christ to live in a world dominated by the power of evil…power given to us as we acknowledge our weakness and Christ’s gifts of forgiveness, love and grace.  

As we gather today to pray, sing and worship, we are again given strength to face today and each subsequent day.  As we acknowledge our weakness, God promises strength to face with courage and patience the challenges we encounter….whether they be economic, spiritual, physical or emotional.

In my work here at Peace I am privileged to stand by the bedsides of many who are courageously facing suffering.  One of the most powerful tools I have found is to sing the songs of faith and to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of those who are suffering, reminding them of the promise made and sealed in the blood of the lamb….a promise that regardless, God will never forsake us.  God will always claim us as his own.  And as John reminds us tonight, Christ guides us to springs of the water of life.

“Who can stand?”, asks John.  The answer:  You can.  And so can I.  Why?  Because we are claimed and marked by Christ.

Amen 
