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I. Introduction
In 1982 the World Alliance of Reformed Churches declared that the apartheid policy in South Africa that legalized discrimination against blacks was an issue of “status confessionis”, a Latin term that meant in this instance that one cannot confess Christ as Lord and support apartheid… the two are mutually exclusive.  A line was drawn.

In 1934, in response to a group who identified themselves as German-Christians supportive of the anti-semitic policies of Hitler’s Nazi Germany, the Confessing Church issued the Barmen Declar​ation which boldly asserted that the Church must only follow Christ and not align itself with, or be a tool of, the State.  They drew a line.
In chapters 12, 13, and 14, John has drawn a similar line between those who bear the mark of the Lamb and those who bear the mark of the beast, that is, those who have sold out to Rome, saying you can’t have it both ways.  Let’s find out why.
II. Naming the sides
Opening
Chapter 14 starts out with a beautiful vision of those who bear the mark of the Lamb, gathered around his throne, singing a new song of worship, and following him wherever he goes.  Though John numbers them at 144,000 that number is symbolic of all the people of God—12 tribes of Israel times 12 Apostles times a 1000.  You and I and all those who have been baptized are intended to be included in that vision of worshippers.  And we are intended to follow Christ the Lamb wherever he leads us.
Other thrones
But like the congregations to whom John was writing, we live in the world and have discovered that there are other thrones and other gods who make promises.  That’s nothing new.  For example, the people of God in the Old Testament worshiped the God of Abraham, but when their Canaanite neighbors had a better crop, they also began worshiping the Canaanite’s god of agriculture, just to cover their bases.
We face similar temptations.  We may never give up worshiping God, but we pay our dues to the gods of pleasure, and power, and wealth, because they seem better at delivering what we want.  Sometimes it happens so subtly that we may not be aware of how our hearts have turned to them and away from the Lamb, but the truth is it happens… all the time.

Evil exposed
There is a great scene in children’s literature that captures that.  Edmund, in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, was feeling unfulfilled when he encountered a regal-looking woman who told him she was the queen of Narnia.  She first enticed him with the pleasure of enchanted Turkish Delight; then she tempted him with promises of power and wealth.  And though he had heard about Aslan, the true king of Narnia, Aslan was no where in sight, so Edmund gave his allegiance to the beautiful queen and betrayed his brother and sisters.
When Aslan did arrive there was no mistake who was the true King and who was the imposter.  Edmund made that bitter discovery when the White Witch made him her prisoner, and all her promises evaporated into nothing.
Closing
John wanted Christians to see the powerful Roman empire in the same way, and to realize that all of Rome’s promises of security, wealth and pleasure \were not going to carry the day because Rome did not hold the true power.  The true power belonged to the Lamb.
III. The rest of the story
Opening
John paints the picture in such stark either/or language that one wonders if he had been the author of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, maybe we would have seen Edmund crushed under the paw of the mighty Lion along with others who had sold out to the Witch.  But then again, maybe not, because John knew about the power of the gospel and the transformation that is possible when hearts repent.  And Edmund certainly repented… and Aslan forgave him by taking Edmund’s sin upon himself.
Repentance and forgiveness
Think about how we start worship here week after week: with confession and forgiveness.  That’s because every single one of us knows that we have not trusted in the power of the Lamb; we have given in to despair and hopelessness; we have turned to other gods.
But week after week when we bow our hearts before the throne of the Lamb and repent, he forgives us.  By the very act of asking for his forgiveness we acknowledge his Lordship over us.  Every time we bow our hearts in repentance we are picking a side—we pick the Lamb and his kind of power.
Closing
And more importantly, the Lamb picks us, and continues to pick us.  No wonder the scene in heaven describes the faithful following the Lamb wherever he goes, because who wouldn’t want to be in the presence of the One who has chosen us in spite of who we are.  Who wouldn’t want to experience his amazing love?
IV. Conclusion
John cautions his readers that there are two sides out there in the world, and it is good to expose the false gods masquerading as something more than they really are.  But choosing between the two is never really a problem for anyone who has tasted the unconditional love and forgiveness of the Savior.  His are the arms we run to.  His is the love we know we can trust.  We pick His side.  Amen.
