The Baptism of Our Lord – 2010
I. Introduction

Ask someone to describe themselves and chances are they will tell you what they do… “I’m a teacher” or “I’m a mechanic” or “I’m a student.”  Push them a little more and they might start describing themselves in terms of their relationships…  “I’m so-and-so’s child” or “I am a dad” or “I am a grandma”.
But where things get interesting is to go deeper and discover what they believe about the kind of person they are… about what values are important to them… about how see themselves.  And it’s not always good.
II. Illustration 
For example, I knew a young woman who was beautiful and talented.  So much so that, at the urging of her parents, she competed in beauty pageants.  In fact, she did everything out of trying to gain her parents approval.  Now if you had ever asked her parents whether or not they loved their daughter, they would have said yes.  And if you asked if they were proud of their daughter, they would have said yes.  

But what they told their daughter, time and again, in so many ways, was that what she accomplished wasn’t enough and here’s how she could improve next time.  That may have been true, but it wasn’t the whole truth.  The whole truth would have been to also tell her how wonderful she was.  When they left that part out what she came to believe about herself was that she was a loser who never measured up to her parent’s expectations.  That message became a fundamental untruth about herself that warped her reality and plagued her many years into her adult life.
Compare that to the words Jesus heard at his baptism: “You are my son, the one whom I love.  With you I am well pleased!”  Quite a difference isn’t it.  Wouldn’t we all love to hear those words. 

III. You are my child
Opening
Of course, it’s easy to think the Father would say those words to Jesus, but can you imagine the Creator saying those words to you: “You are my child, the one whom I love.  With you I am well pleased!”

How can God be pleased with us
That’s a little tougher.  How could God possibly be pleased with us?  Our hearts are miles away from God; we are guilty of countless acts of unfaithfulness.  Our sin is so much a part of who we are that we can’t even make it through a single day without exhibiting some kind of failure to trust God, which is what sin is.

And yet, what is so amazing about God’s grace is that those are exactly the words he speaks to us at our Baptism and every day thereafter when we remember our Baptism: “You are my child, the one whom I love.  With you I am well pleased!”  How can that be?
A parent’s love
Maybe it has something to do with a parent’s love.  After you have invested so many sleepless nights up with a fussy baby, or changed so many diapers or cleaned up spit-up off your clothes… after you have sent them to their room for a thousand times, or sat through a less than stellar parent-teacher conference… after you have wiped away their tears and smoothed away their fears enough times… after all of that you have invested so much of your love in them that there is nothing that could ever break that bond.

Closing
And maybe it has something to do with Jesus.  When the Father looks at those who have been joined to Christ in baptism, he sees not only us but he also sees Jesus saying: I died for this one, too, Papa.  How precious that must make us look in the Father’s eyes.
IV. What we believe about ourselves
Opening
We are still people who have great trouble trusting in God’s love, but that doesn’t keep God from claiming us as his own.  Imagine a God who loves you deeply … who sees goodness in the person he created… who would go to any length to make you see how loved you are.  If you saw God in that way, if you believed that to be true, it would change how you saw everything else.  It would be the one funda​mental truth about who are that everything else would be built upon.

The core of our identity
You wouldn’t be just a teacher… you would be a beloved child of God who teaches.  You wouldn’t be just a grandparent… you would be a beloved child of God who has been blessed with family.  You wouldn’t be that child who never measured up in their parents’ eyes… you would be a beloved child of the God who stood back when he created you and said, “that’s very good.”

To believe that God truly sees us in that way would also mean that if we experienced any loss, we would know that we did not have to go through it alone.  If we experienced frightening challenges, we could approach them with trust that God will not let us fall.

Closing
It can’t be that simple, you say.  I have real problems.  I am in a marriage that is in shambles.  I have made a mess of my finances.  They can’t be fixed that easily.  No, that’s true.  Real problems take real work.  But the first step that makes wholeness possible is getting the right picture of how God sees you: “You are my child, the one whom I love.  With you I am well pleased!”  That is your fundamental identity.
V. Conclusion

As we celebrate Jesus’ baptism today we need to celebrate our own.  Because in those words spoken to us we gained an identity that is rooted in the core of our being.  Do not to let a single day go by without remembering that identity… without remembering who you are… and remembering the God who loves you.  Amen.
