I Love to Tell the Story: The Call of Moses - Exodus 3, Aug. 31, 2008

Sermon by Rev. Dr. Rolf Svanoe

The year was 1966. I was twelve years old. One of my favorite TV shows was the new series Mission: Impossible. Those of you not old enough to remember the original TV series will be more familiar with the movies that Tom Cruise starred in. The shows all began with the same formula- a secret meeting, a secret message, and an impossible covert mission.  Jim Phelps was the mission leader who would listen to the top-secret instructions. “Your mission, should you choose to accept it… (here the details of the secret mission would be revealed.) As always, should you or any of your IM force be caught or killed, the Secretary will disavow any knowledge of your actions. This tape will self-destruct in five seconds. Good luck, Jim.” The action was always fast-paced, high tech, and the good guys always won in the end. I remember being intrigued with that part of the message, “your mission, should you choose to accept it…” I wonder, did they ever choose not to accept a mission? I guess that wouldn’t have made for much of a TV show, would it? 

Our story from the book of Exodus is commonly referred to as the Call of Moses. Moses is given an impossible mission to fulfill. God told him that he had observed the suffering of his people in Egypt, and that he was sending Moses to Pharaoh to free the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt. God didn’t ask Moses, he simply told him. There was no “your mission, should you choose to accept it” moment. In the story, Moses was not too keen to undertake this mission. He had several questions for God. 
· Why should Pharaoh listen to me?

· God said, I will be with you.

· Who should I say sent me?

· I Am Who I Am. The God of your ancestors.

· Why should the Israelites believe me that you sent me? 

· God gave signs of power to Moses.

· Lord, I’m not a very good speaker.

· God said he would teach Moses what to say.

· “O my Lord, please send someone else.” 

· God said he could take his brother Aaron if that would help him feel better.

I love what this story says about Moses? Moses is totally believable. I can identify with Moses. Moses was reluctant to go, to say yes to God. But he did, and his life was changed forever. Just like Moses, God is here today, and God is calling you. Moses’ story is your story. We don’t have a burning bush but God is here just the same. 

· God called Moses by name. “Moses, Moses.”

· God called you by name in the waters of your baptism.

· God claimed Moses. “I am the God of your father”

· God has claimed you and made you His own. 

· God sent Moses. “I will send you to Pharaoh.”

· God sends you to witness to His love for all people in Jesus Christ.

· God gave Moses promises. “I will be with you.”

· Jesus promises, “I am with you always.”
We find ourselves all over this story, don’t we? Like Moses we have all been called in baptism, called to be witnesses, called to share God’s love with others. We do that as husbands and wives, as parents, as employees and employers, as students and teachers. We respond to the call as citizens promoting the common good, working for peace and justice, responding with compassion to the needs around us. We respond to God’s call when we care for the environment God has made. There are so many ways we can respond to God’s call in our lives. 

Some of us are called to ordained ministry. Over the years people have asked me about my sense of call. When did I know I wanted to be a pastor? There was no one singular moment I can point to. I remember being turned on to church in high school. Caring adults included me in significant ministry that really helped me and also helped me to care for others. That was pretty cool stuff. And I remember thinking, if this is what church is about I want to do this. A few years later there was one particular time when I was very discouraged wondering about the future. I remember crying myself to sleep. That night I had a dream in which God spoke to me. “Don’t follow a dead grave. Follow me.” We’ve got to keep our eyes on Jesus and not on our problems. During my college years I remember teachers asking me if I had considered the ministry. They saw gifts in me that encouraged me to struggle with this sense of call. What grew in me was a growing conviction that God was indeed calling me to ordained ministry, and that has sustained me over 24 years of ministry. Since coming to Peace Lutheran Pastor Paul, Obed and I and Pat have had the privilege of helping others to discern their call to ordained ministry. Two have been ordained, one is currently enrolled at Seminary and one is enrolling this fall. There is at least one more I know of who is strongly considering what God is calling him to do. 
What about you? Have you ever felt that God was calling you? Maybe it wasn’t to ordained ministry but to some significant way of sharing God’s love and impacting the lives of others. Many people feel that way about their jobs. Last Friday as I was making hospital visits I saw a medical tech wearing a shirt that said on the back “This is our calling.” It wasn’t just a job. Being a part of a healing profession is a way of living out God’s calling in our lives. One of our members in the hospital with life-threatening aneurysms said to me how the experience had given him a new perspective on life. But he wasn’t ready to die. “I just feel that God has something for me left to do with my life.” What about you? Is there something God wants you to do with your life? Maybe God is calling you to do something. Maybe you’ve been resisting God, like Moses, saying “God, could you please send someone else?” Some of you have said yes to God’s call, even in times when you’ve had a little fear. Sometimes God’s call will push us out of our comfort zone, just as it did for Moses. But when we say yes, God’s call always brings great blessing into our lives. 
God is calling us to ministry in His name. Did you notice how God revealed God’s name. “I am what I am.” God is more a verb than a noun. God is a god of action. There is no mission impossible for God.
· God observes their misery.

· God hears their cries. 

· God knows their suffering.

· God comes down to deliver them.

· God brings them to the promised land.

This is what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. That’s the good news we are called to share, even when we are reluctant, and even when we feel inadequate. Because it’s not about us. It’s all about God and God’s love for people. And that love needs to be shared. It’s not an impossible mission- not when God calls you, not for Moses, and not for you. 

God is here today and God is calling your name. Listen. Can you hear him? Let’s all respond by saying “Yes. Here I am, Lord!” 
