The Second Sunday after Epiphany – 2008
I. Introduction
The gospel story you just heard about Jesus calling Nathanael probably describes most of us in this room—at least in part.  I would divide it up this way: Act One—Nathanael, upon hearing about Jesus, is unimpressed.  Act Two—Nathanael nevertheless accepts Phillip’s invitation to meet Jesus.  Act Three—Nathanael is “blown away” by Jesus who extends to him an invitation that changes his life forever.
I want to talk about those three, but not in order.  I want to start with Act One and Act Three, the “before and after” so to speak.  And then talk about Act Two that describes how Nathanael went from unbelief to life transforming faith.  So let’s start with Act One. 
II. Acts One and Three—from unimpressed to awestruck
Opening
When Nathanael heard that the person Phillip was so excited about was from Nazareth, his response was a very unimpressed, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Nazareth was a no-nothing village just ten miles south of respectably-sized Cana from where Nathanael hailed.  It would be like hearing the Messiah was from Lesterville… no offense to those of you from Lesterville.
Our first response
You don’t have to tell a pastor that there are a lot of people who, like Nathanael, are unimpressed by Jesus.  I have taught Confirmation long enough to know there are students who are there on Wednes​days only because their parents made them or only because they want to connect with friends.  For some, this Jesus-stuff we talk about does not impress them in the least.

I have also seen adults in the pews, often times the spouses of members, who have heard about Jesus their whole lives and can’t figure out why anybody would want to come week after week to hear something they have already heard before.  And there are lots of people like them who have heard about Jesus and are unimpressed. 
Act Three—“The aftershock”
I for one am glad when such people come here because I know that one of these times they are going to encounter the risen and living Lord.  And then all this religion stuff is not going to be just “unimpressive talk” about Jesus—instead it’s going to help them understand who it is they have now met, and it’s going to help them feed their relationship with the One who is the Lord of love.
I am certain of that because you can’t meet Jesus and walk away unchanged.  You can’t experience his love and not want more.  Learning to trust in the unconditional love of God for you embodied in Jesus is like waking up to life the way you always hoped it could be.  

Closing
Those two experiences describe the “before and after” experience of Nathanael and many of us: being unimpressed by Jesus before one meets him, and being transformed by his love after one has met him.  But how one gets from the one to the other is always a story worth the telling.
III. The invitation to encounter Jesus
Opening
So let’s get back to Phillip, who was as excited as he could be, trying to convince his friend, Nathanael, that he had found the One who was the Messiah. And Nathanael was quick to throw a wet blanket on all of Phillip’s enthusiasm.  But how did Phillip respond?  He could have argued with Nathanael; he could have tried to reason with Nathanael.  But instead of getting into an argument, he did something surprisingly simple.  He simply invited his friend to, “Come and see.” 
A modern Phillip and Nathanael
Let me tell you a modern-day story of Phillip and Nathanael.  We have lots of great weekly Bible Studies around here for both men and women.  This story was shared at the Tuesday morning Bible Study.  Our congregational president, Bob Reierson, was reflecting on the event in his life that first made Jesus someone that mattered to him.
Bob shared that though his family were church-goers he, as a youth, had been largely unimpressed by church or any of the Jesus-talk he had heard there.   So it was no surprise that during the time he served in the military he only went to church three times, which coincided with his visits home.

Then he got married and soon he and Jan were expecting.   And as the awesome responsibility of parenthood started to dawn on him, it began to weigh heavily on his shoulders.  So, once on a visit back home he privately shared his concerns with his dad, and his dad—instead of doing the expected fatherly advice thing—said to him, “Bob, let’s pray about it.”  And they did.  It was though his dad was telling him, “Come and see this Jesus.  He’s got something you need.”  And so began his adult journey of faith.
Closing
It doesn’t have to be any more complicated than that.  It doesn’t require quoting Bible passages or being able to argue theology.  It can be just a simple invitation to come and meet Jesus, and let Jesus be responsi​ble for doing the rest.  One can not predict whether or not the other will respond to the invitation, but that doesn’t have to be our worry.  Just invite them to come worship with you, or ask to pray with them, and Jesus will take it from there.
IV. Conclusion
Everyone’s faith journey starts with the invitation to “come and see.”  Come and see this Jesus who connects heaven and earth, who shows us a God impas​sioned with love for His children.  And for those who say yes, life is changed.  And the invitation never stops: “Come and see” in the bread and wine the One whose love can heal you, forgive you, and transform you.  
It’s always been that easy… an invitation to come and see Jesus for yourselves.  That’s an invitation you can extend to others; that’s an invitation we want to say “yes” to.  Amen.
