The Third Sunday after Epiphany – 2010

I. Introduction

If you have ever served for very long on a committee or within an organization, chances are you have participated in the writing of a “mission statement”.  A <slide 1> mission statement is supposed to be a concise summary of why an organization does what it does.
For example the Sioux Falls School District <click> has a mission statement: “To educate and prepare each student to succeed in a changing world.”  For a while, police cars had their mission statement <click>written right on the vehicle: “To protect and to serve.”  Peace Lutheran has a mission statement: <click> “Saved by God’s grace, we are called to be instruments of God’s peace.”

If Jesus had written a mission statement, what do you suppose it would have looked like?

II. Jesus’ Mission Statement
Opening

The Gospel story you just heard gives us a clue.  In Luke’s Gospel these are Jesus’ first words as he begins his public ministry—in a sense, they are his keynote address:  <slide 2>   
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Anointed

There are two things I want to point out about that passage from Isaiah 61.  First, did you notice the word, <slide 3> “anointed”?  In the Old Testament, the kings of Israel were the ones anointed.  The oil poured on their heads was God’s sign that they were chosen by God to rule the people.  The people of Jesus’ day were looking for the anointed King like David, the Messiah, to come.  The word “messiah” means “anointed one”.  And Jesus knew he was that person.
Outline of Jesus’ Ministry

Second, the rest of the passage reads like an outline of Jesus’ ministry: <slide 4>
· bring good news to the poor—Jesus spent his entire ministry preaching to the poor about God’s love for them; <click>
· proclaim release to the captives—Jesus cast out demons from those held captive by them; <click>
· bring recovery of sight to the blind—Jesus gave sight to the blind, and healed a multitude of people; <click>
· let the oppressed go free—Jesus forgave sins which was something only God was supposed to do; <click>
· proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor—Everywhere he went  Jesus proclaimed the God’s abundant kingdom had at long last come.
Closing

One can tell by the way Jesus’ lived out his ministry that those words from Isaiah were important to him and provided him with focus.

III. Our Mission Statement
Opening

<slide 5:blank> It is two thousand years later and when those who are called by the name of Christ (which is the Greek word for “anointed one”) gather we do so with the sense that we are the body of Christ.  Or to say it another way, we are the embodiment of Jesus in the world today.  We are his eyes, we are his feet, we are his voice, and we are his hands.  And what does that mean for us?  It means that we do the same things Jesus did.
The shape of our ministry here

We bring good news to the poor in word and through actions.  We serve <click> the Banquet, we volunteer for Food To You distribu​tions, we bring Necessities to share with our neighbors, we pack meals for Kids Against Hunger, we send money for the victims in Haiti and for the ministries that continue to provide for those in greatest need.  We don’t let socio-economic class be a barrier from inviting someone to worship, knowing that good news is for everybody.
<slide 7> And we intervene in the lives of those in captivity to alcohol, gambling, sex, and other addictions, so that they might be released.  We worship with <click> St. Dysmas Lutheran behind the prison walls so those in captivity can have their spirits set free and soar unbounded.  We minister to shut-ins for roughly the same reasons.
<slide 8> We engage in healing ministries through medicine—through the centuries the Church has built countless hospitals, including the two hospitals here in Sioux Falls—and through prayer.  But we also pour our heart and soul into <click> educational mini​stries to help open the eyes of each person’s spirit. <slide 9:blank>
Recipients of God’s grace

I think you get my point.  And what motivates us to do the things that Jesus did?  Because Jesus has set us free from the oppression of sin and the fear of death.  Because the Kingdom of God has come to us when we heard and believed the Good News of what Jesus accom​plished for us through the cross and resurrection. <slide 10> Because we have been the recipients of God’s grace and unconditional love.
God has looked upon our rebellious hearts and chosen to win us back instead of write us off.  God is the loving Father in the parable of the Prodigal Son who is so “especially fond” of us that He is eager to welcome us home with open arms regardless of what we have done in the past.  God has taken the condemnation of death itself and transformed it into a gateway to life with him, surrounded by his love.

Closing

And because God has done all this for us we respond by wanting to do the same.  Because God has joined us to Christ in baptism, we want to be Christ’s body in the world right now.
IV. Conclusion
You have heard Jesus’ mission statement, and now you know that it is our mission statement, too.  May the Spirit give us the heart and the compassion to do what Jesus did.  Not because we have to, but because we want to… because he loved us and always will. Amen.
