Christmas Eve – 2008
I. Introduction

Let me guess what today has been like for you.  If you are a kid, the day has seemed to drag on forever, your waiting interrupted only by having your mom or dad ask you to do something to get ready.  Maybe being here for worship seems like just another thing your parents are making you do… but maybe not… maybe you know that God is giving you a present here in the story of the Babe lying in the manger.
And if you are an adult, though the day may have been very full already, and there is still a more to get through, there is a sense that relief is in sight because the stress of the last few weeks is about to be over.  There may also be joy to have family gathered, and thankfulness to have a few moments to reflect on the Good News of Christmas which is something you have been meaning to do.

II. What do we come to see on Christmas Eve?  
Opening
Whatever the day has been for us, we have come here for the same reason that the shepherds sought out Mary and Joseph so long ago. We want to see Jesus; we want to see the One who came to save us.  
The Savior we need; the Savior we get
Who here needs a Savior?  We do if life has become unmanageable or empty of joy.  We do if we have enemies threatening us, like cancer or unemployment, and need a Savior who is strong enough to protect us.  And if we are caught in a lifestyle that has made us become our own worst enemy, we need a Savior who will pick us up as though we were a lost lamb and carry us back to a place where we can become whole.  We need a Savior if we are in a relationship that is bringing more hurt than blessing.  And if we are afraid of dying, we need a Savior who can defeat death for us.

We need a Savior, but what we experience on Christmas Eve is the story of a helpless newborn, who looks more like some​body who needs help rather than someone in the position to give it.  It takes a whole lot of faith to see in this vulnerable baby born to a poor family the Savior we need so badly.

How silently the wondrous gift is giv’n
But isn’t that part of the message of Christmas.  The joy of Christmas is not only that the Savior has come into our world… it’s how he has come to us… as one of us.

The Son of God, the very One who was with the Father at the beginning of Creation, the Word of God through whom this world was spoken into being, was given to us in the most humble of ways… not strong and mighty, but small and weak; not commanding an army of angels, but submitting to the frailties of being human; not secure on a heavenly throne, but sleeping securely in the arms of a loving mother and father.

Closing
“How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n” in the most ordinary of ways.  There is something about the way he came to save us that humbles us and captures our hearts at the same time.  
III. When we leave worship, what will we take with us?
Opening
In these few moments we spend together at worship, we are transported back to that manger. Like the shepherds, we know that though this baby seems as ordinary as any other baby, neverthe​less this baby has turned our world upside-down.  God is no longer unknown and far removed from us.  God is here, right among us.  And when we leave here, how will we take that Good News with us?

Awe, wonder and hope
I hope we will leave in awe of the mystery of how much God loves this world… of how much God loves us.  I hope we experience awe of how God moves in such ordinary ways, yet accomplishes such extraordinary things.  

I hope we will leave with a sense of wonder that the holiest moments can happen even in a stable that smells like manure if that is when the love of God breaks through the weariness of our hearts and breathes hope into our soul through the gift of a Child.
It is my prayer that we leave this place with hope… hope for ourselves and hope for the world.  For the birth of Jesus was God’s sign to all the world that God hasn’t given up on us; that God sees in us someone precious… that we are worth the life of his Son to redeem and save us from sin and death.
Closing
This Jesus would become the One strong enough to save us from our enemies, compassionate enough to save us from our​selves, gentle enough to heal our brokenness, and mighty enough to break the power of death.  “How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n.  So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.”
IV. Conclusion

We came here tonight perhaps burdened with all of our stress and weariness, all of our loneliness, all of our fears.  What we saw here is the hope of the world... our hope.  May we leave here filled with joy because “God is with us” and hope has been born in our hearts.  We have a Savior!
Joy to the world!  The Lord has come!  Amen.
