The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – 2007
I. Introduction

The execution of Elijah Page this last week made us stop and think again about one of life’s big questions… the one about the sanctity of life.  Though Elijah Page never demonstrated any reverence for the sanctity of life, the question any society always has to wrestle with is the question of when, if ever, is it right to end another’s life?
Speaking of life’s big questions, an expert in religious law had one to ask Jesus:  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  It’s one of the big questions… one that we ask ourselves often in one form or another; like, “Am I’m a good enough person to get to heaven?”  But did you know that eternal life also means abundantly full and everlasting life; so another way we ask the question is, “Is this all there is? Isn’t there something more in life?  How can I get more out of life?”
II. Searching for eternal life
Opening
If you notice, Jesus didn’t answer the question.  Instead he asked that religious expert to answer his own question, and his answer was a perfect summary of the Ten Commandments: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your soul, and all your strength, and all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.”  But even though Jesus said that was the right answer, there was some​thing about that answer that still didn’t satisfy religious expert.  There is some​thing about that answer that doesn’t satisfy us.
Answers that don’t satisfy
For one thing, who can say with any honesty that they love the Lord with all their heart, and soul, and strength, and mind?  Seems to me that we all know we fall short of the ideal.  And so the question becomes, “Am I loving God enough?”  But since we never know what “enough” is, we can never be satisfied.
The second problem is that it is very hard to love anyone else as much as we love ourselves… unless of course you don’t love yourself very much which is just as much of a problem.  We might come close to loving people we like, but not even close to loving people we dislike.  Certainly God can’t expect us to love everyone.  Somehow we have to shorten the list down.
Who is my neighbor?
Which is why the expert in Jewish religious law asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  He knew he had to shorten the list down of whom he was required to love.

But the answer Jesus gave, the parable of the Good Samaritan, was a very hard answer for the religious expert to hear, because the point of the parable is that one’s neighbor is the person who needs some​one to show them love and mercy, even if they are your enemy.  The list didn’t get shorter… it got very long.  
Closing
At this point it should have occurred to the expert in religious law that he would never be able do what needed to be done to inherit eternal life.  Who can love God with all their heart, and soul, and strength, and mind, and who can love the person in need as oneself?  But maybe when he went home that night he realized that even though Jesus closed the door to eternal life he was trying to get through, Jesus also opened an unexpected way.  Let me show you.
III. Finding eternal life
Opening
[image: image1.emf]Have you ever looked at the logo for the Good Samaritan Nursing Homes?  With the fewest of lines, the artist captured what love and mercy look like, and with the fewest of words revealed something incredibly important about Jesus: “In Christ’s love, everyone is someone.”  The unexpected way to eternal life is that God in Christ loves us and shows us mercy.  
Jesus as the Samaritan
Let me say it another way.  The first step to experiencing abundant life is to look at those two figures and realize that we are the one fallen down in need and Jesus is the one who comes to our rescue.  

Some days it’s easy to see ourselves that way… life can be very hard at times.  But it’s important to understand that even on the days we are standing on our own two feet, we are still that person in need when it comes to our ability to love God with all our heart, and soul, and strength and mind.  We still need the love of Christ to save us.
Ourselves as the Samaritan
That’s the first step.  But as I said when we began, the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” can also be phrased, “What must I do to experience life abundantly?”  So the second step to experiencing abundant, eternal life, is to reverse our roles and see Christ in the face of the neighbor in need, and ourselves as the one who stops what we’re doing and helps.
Closing
A life focused on loving yourself and surrounding yourself with an abundance of things is not abundant living at all.  But life becomes full and rich, abundant and eternal, when we know who we are in Christ’s arms, and when we see Christ in our neighbor. 

IV. Conclusion

Each one of us in this room is being held in the arms of Christ love.  That is what abundant, eternal life looks like.  Each one of us is also given the invitation to go and show others the same kind of love and mercy we have received.    That is also what abundant, eternal life looks like.  The two are a part of the same experience.

What must you do to inherit eternal life?  Trust in this Jesus whose mercy and love for you has saved you.  Trust in this Jesus who calls you to love others the same way and live a life that is truly abundant and eternal.  Amen.
