Too Busy Not To Pray – 2008
God is Willing and Able to Answer Our Prayers
I. Introduction
What is it about prayer we need to learn?  We’re all pretty sure there must be something we don’t under​stand.  After all, a lot of times when we pray it seems like nothing changes—nothing happens.  
If you’ve been reading Too Busy Not to Pray, you’ll recognize the two reasons we most often tell ourselves why our prayers go unanswered.  Either the problem is us… that is to say, God is unwilling to listen to someone as insignificant or sinful as us.  Or the problem is God… God is not able to have an impact on problems as large as ours.
There are a number of reasons why our prayers seem to go unan​swered, but I’m here to tell you that those two reasons we use most often simply are not true.  God is both willing and able to answer our prayer.  And I want to say something about both.
II. God is willing
Opening
First, whether or not we think God is willing to help us when we pray really has a lot to do with how we understand God.  If God is simply a force that got everything started—then it’s easy to believe that God is too distant or other-minded to be involved in the lives of someone as insignificant as us.  But if God really is more like a Father—a loving Father—then God is very interested in our well-being.
We can’t out-love God
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus asks his listeners who among them, if your child asks for bread, will give your child a worthless rock to eat?  Or if your child asks for fish, will give your child a poisonous snake?  His point was that if even faithless and wicked people like us know how to give good gifts to our children, then certainly God how to give good gifts even better.  We can not out-love God.
And when Jesus told the parable of the wicked judge who finally got worn down by the widow seeking justice day after day, it wasn’t to com​pare God to that wicked judge—God isn’t anything like that wicked judge!  It was to say that if even a unloving person can be moved to help others in their need, certainly a loving Father will be more willing and quick to come to our aid.  Just think of the way you are with your own children when they ask for help.  You are not better at loving than God.

Claiming God’s love
Out of everything that Jesus taught his disciples, getting his disciples to understand God as One who loves us even more than our own parents was his greatest challenge.  But it was critical.  Because a God who loves us like that is a God we can trust and have faith in.  It is imperative for us to understand that if our prayers seem to go unanswered, it isn’t because God has stopped loving us… it isn’t because God no longer desires the very best for us.  That simply isn’t an option.  

And knowing how much God loves us from the start when we begin to pray has a way of changing how we pray.  Some of you who are battling long-term illnesses know what I am talking about.  A prayer that begins, “God, if can hear me, help me,” doesn’t bring nearly the hope and comfort of praying, “God, I know how much you love me.  Help me.”  One leaves you uncertain and despairing; the other assures you that somehow, in some form, help is on the way.
Closing
The first lesson about prayer is to understand that God is willing to move heaven and earth to give us the very best.  There is no limit to his love.  After all, God did not spare even his own Son for our sake.  Is God willing to help us?  Of course God is!

III. God is able
Opening
Fine, we say.  Maybe God is willing to help us, but is God able.  I mean some of the problems of humanity are so great and so complex, what can God do?  Even some of the messes in our own lives are bigger than anyone can handle.  What really can God do with problems like ours?  Why even bother praying about them?
Biblical testimony
Well, first of all, God has established some pretty impressive credentials.  If God came for a job interview and handed you the Bible as his resume, you would have to be impressed.  Not only has God demonstrated power over nature (parting the Red Sea, or calming a violent storm), God has shown great aptitude for transforming people’s hearts.  For example, he took a man named Saul who was the early church’s worst enemy and transformed him into one of the church’s greatest witnesses.
No, there is ample evidence that there is nothing beyond God’s ability.  And we have Paul’s testimony on that, too: “to him is able to accom​plish far more than we can even think to ask.”

The impossible takes a little longer
Having said that, it is helpful to know that though nothing is impossible for God, the seemingly impossible takes a little longer.  The Israelites were slaves in Egypt for several generations before God sent Moses to deliver them.  The human race suffered under the death’s curse for tens of thousands of years before God sent His Son to save us.  And the messes we get ourselves into that are the culmination of years of faithless living aren’t going to be solved overnight.  It’s like putting on those extra pounds a little bit at a time over time.  It takes time to take them back off again.
Actually, when it comes to the problems within our own hearts, God can be remarkably effective.  Ask anyone who has gone through a 12-Step program.  Turning to God, relying on God, trusting God has brought real and lasting change in many lives of recovering addicts.  And though the healing has been a process, it started immediately with that first prayer.
Closing
God has demonstrated God’s ability time and time again.  And so if our prayers seem to go unanswered, we’ll have to look elsewhere for the reason.  We have a powerful God.  God is able.
IV. Conclusion
God is willing to help us.  God is able to help us.  These are the first two lessons for us to learn about prayer.  So pray knowing that God loves you like no other and is eager to give you the very best.  Pray knowing that God has the power to bring change in your life.

But mostly, pray just to spend time with this God who loves you more than all the world.  Pray knowing that God longs for time with you.   Amen.
