2009 Summer Series – Song of Solomon
I. Introduction

I took a lot of kidding as I began to prepare for the sermon this week and “suggestions” about “alternative” passages I should preach on from the Song of Solomon.  That’s because the Song of Songs, which the book is sometimes called—is a love poem that features the Lover and the Beloved, who can’t get enough of being together, and who occasionally describe one another’s physical attributes they find so attractive.
I was glad to stick with the passages we read, but even those passages are enough to make one wonder, “What is a love poem doing smack dab in the middle of the Bible?”
II. 
Opening
The short answer to that question is that the ancient Jewish scholars who canonized the Old Testament books believed that the Song of Songs was a metaphor that described God the Lover’s love for His Beloved, His People.  But that answer makes one wonder, “Is that how I would describe God’s relationship in my life?  I mean, God is many things to me, but is the relationship between Lover and Beloved in any way descriptive of how I see God’s relationship with me?”

Images of God
For most of us, our image of God starts as an old man.  Depending on your life’s circumstances, God is either starts off as a kindly old man, like a Santa Claus, or a lovable grandfather, or God is seen as a stern and judging old man, who has sent many of his creatures to damnation before you and would have no trouble condemning you to the same fate.  A grandfather you may only see a few times a year, and a stern judge you expect you will see only once at your life’s end.  Neither “old men” are persons you could get very close to.

Jesus and His Abba
Jesus gave us two brand new concepts of God.  The first is that he called God, “Daddy”, “Abba”.  With a single word he brought God from being a distant figure, to being a very close and loving parent—like a mom you call up every day to talk to, or a dad with whom you work in the family business.  
In my own experience that idea of what God is like didn’t make sense until later.  It wasn’t until I became a father that I understood what unconditional love felt like, and what one would still do for one’s children even if they weren’t behaving as you wished.  If I was capable of even a little unconditional love, imagine what my Abba must be like.
“I call you friends”
Second, though Jesus’ disciples didn’t realize that he was God-in-the-flesh until after the resurrection, nevertheless they remember that he called them “his friends”.  Wow!  God as Friend!  The kind of friend that would lay down his life for you.  The kind of friendship that David and Jonathan shared.  That image certainly invites us to a deeper level of relationship with God than most would ever imagine.
Closing

Now we are getting close to understanding how God might describe His relationship with us as a Lover and His Beloved.  Your Beloved is not only your friend, but the one you think about all the time, the one with whom you make plans to do things, and the one with whom you want to spend every day.
III. 
Opening
Can you picture God in that way?  Can you picture a God who desires to be a part of your day every day?  Can you imagine a God who is thrilled every time you read his love letter to you?  Can you get an idea of what it must mean to God each time you share his body and blood in the meal we call Communion?  Can you sense what it must mean to God every time you love those whom God loves—when you share His passion and compassion?
Song of Songs revisited
If you can, than keep that picture of God in mind as I read this amplified version of the Song of Songs again, imagining God speaking these words to you as he wakes you up after you’ve drawn your last breath:
My lover, my God, spoke and said to me, “Arise, you of whom I am especially fond, my beautiful one, and come with me.  See! The winter of death and loss is past; the rains of sorrow and grief are over and gone.  Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come at last…. Arise, come, you of whom I am especially fond, my beautiful one, come with me.” (Song of Songs 2:10-13)
Closing
The Lover and His Beloved are meant for each other.  The other makes life more complete than it could ever be without the two together.  They belong together forever.  And that, says Song of Songs, is how God feels about you, and desires your love in return.

IV. Conclusion
I would like to end by sharing a piece from The Shack.  Mack, who had his faith in God shaken, is having a face to face encounter with Jesus who tells him:

“Mack, I don’t want to be first among a list of values; I want to be at the center of everything.  When I live in you, then together we can live through everything that happens to you… I want to be the center of a mobile, where everything in your life—your friends, family, occupation, thoughts, activities—is connected to me but moves with the wind [of the Spirit], in and out, and back and forth, an incredible dance of being.”

The season of singing has begun.  And you, yes you, the one of whom God is especially fond, are invited to the dance.  Amen.
