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“Saved by God’s grace, we are called 

to be instruments of God’s peace.” 
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     PASTOR PAUL STJERNHOLM 

As you read the pages in this report, you will catch a 

glimpse of the many, many things the Spirit is doing here 

at Peace Lutheran Church. There is so much to describe 

that not just one person’s report is going to cover it all. So 

sit back, read and marvel at what God has been doing 

among us. 

We started the year full of faith in what God was going to 

accomplish. The congregation passed the 2017 Ministry 

Plan (budget) which proposed ministry initiatives that ex-

ceeded what we reasonably thought we would receive by 

$80,000. Two things happened during the year: first, the 

congregation gave $95,000 more to the ministry this year 

than the previous ($22,000 more than we expected); and 

second, we trimmed expenses by $70,000. The result was 

that we accomplished a whole lot of ministry and ended 

the year solidly in the black. 

By the way, not counted in those totals is $14,000 the con-

gregation raised and sent to Haiti to repair three vehicles 

used by Helping Hands for Haiti, our partner in ministry. 

Also not included are the monthly donations to Necessities 

for Neighbors which totaled an additional $14,000! 

Peace Lutheran members also contributed substantially 

toward paying off our mortgage. At the beginning of the 

year the balance on the mortgage was $941,254; it now 

stands at $678,590. Thanks to all of you who gave gener-

ously to reduce our debt by nearly $300,000! (By the way, 

when we started the campaign a year-and-a-half ago the 

balance was $1,250,000!) 

In February the Endowment Team set a goal of increasing 

the Endowment Fund balance to $100,000. They invited 

congregational members to make a $1000 gift to the En-

dowment. Over thirty households rose to the challenge 

and now the value of the Endowment Fund stands at 

$107,000. Read the Endowment Team report to learn 

about how that money coming back from the Endowment 

Fund is already being put to work! 

In March, our Church Council and Staff met jointly to set 

Ministry Goals for 2017. One of those goals was to build 

more bridges to our neighborhood. In 2017 Peace became 

a pilot church participating in a new interdenomina-tional 

ministry called The Hope Coalition providing free pre-

school for those 

families who can’t 

afford it. Because 

of that partner-

ship we have four 

students from our 

neighborhood 

now attending 

our Preschool. 

Please read the 

report of our 

Council President, 

Cassie Gusso, to 

learn more about 

the goals we have 

been working on. 

A very significant event of 2018 was the Call and Ordina-

tion of Pastor Renae. Her ordination and installation 

marked the fulfillment of a two-year pastoral transition 

process that started with Pastor Obed’s retirement. People 

came away from that service with a sense of “energy” and 

“expectation” for what was ahead for Peace’s ministry! 

I am also very thankful for the partnership of Pastors Jona-

than and Chris. We have an incredible staff assembled 

here—pastors, ministry directors, and support staff! They 

are highly devoted and talented people working to organ-

ize the ministry of the members of Peace. And they are a 

blessing to work alongside of every day! 

In 2018 we will gain ground on two financial goals—paying 

down the debt and setting aside funds for repairs and 

maintenance. We are also are going to help more kids get 

to camp. We are going to multiply ways for us to feel con-

nected to one another—through our Caring and Con-

necting Ministries. Our greatest challenge will continue to 

be how to manage space in a building that is already used 

extensively seven days a week! 

Thank you for your prayers, your partnership, and the priv-

ilege to serve as one of your pastors. 

Pastor Paul 
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“
He went up from 

there to Bethel; and 

while he was going up 

on the way, some 

small boys came out 

of the city and jeered 

at him, saying, “Go 

away, baldhead! Go 

away, baldhead!” 

When he turned 

around and saw 

them, he cursed them 

in the name of the 

Lord. Then two she-

bears came out of the 

woods and mauled 

forty-two of the 

boys.” 2 Kings 2:23-24 

This may be the first time in the history of the church 
that any pastor has opened annual report with 2 
Kings 2.  I at least hope it grabbed your attention.  
This verse has always been one of my favorites. It has 
no real spiritual value, but as a teenager looking at 
my father’s receding hair-line, calling upon she-beers 
to maul those who might mock me seemed like a use-
ful tool. 
 
But I use it here to point to something else, namely 

the challenge of the church to grab the attention of 

the world around us.  There are all types of distrac-

tions, places that have no qualms with taking all of 

our time, energy, money, and most importantly, our 

identity.  As the church, it is our challenge to find 

ways to speak words of true hope and promise into a 

world full of broken promises and false hopes. 

As we look back to 2017 here are some of those  
places where I saw the hope and promises of God 

lived out in our midst: 

• Necessities for Neighbors: we love this ministry, 

and hear a lot about it. At the beginning of 2017 

we saw a raise in guest families and the exhaus-

tion of a gift from Sammons Financial. This could 

have been disastrous for N4N, but Peace mem-

bers stepped up in a big way responding to the 

financial needs of the ministry by giving over 

$14,000 (almost double the year before)! 

• I had to dye my hair blue! What a gift, not neces-

sarily to me (it took 3 weeks and a haircut for all 

the blue to disappear before Christmas), but to 

the high schoolers who are preparing to travel to 

Houston this next year.  The National Youth Gath-

ering next summer is more than a servant trip, it 

is part of our strategic plan to reenergize high 

school ministry here at Peace. With 80 kids signed 

up, we are well on our way. However, we still 

need to raise a lot of money to make this happen, 

so thanks for your continued support. 

• Through all the ways we are reaching out with a 

sign of God’s love. From worshiping with St Dys-

mas, Table of Grace, and Church on the Street, to 

all the hours spent serving Food to You, Haiti, and 

Drive through Prayer and Coffee. 

• Families Flourishing in Faith: what a blessing it has 

been to be a part of this experiment to empower 

families to teach faith at home. Caring conversa-

tions, devotions, and blessings are becoming rou-

tine things.  What a joy! 

Peace Lutheran is a wonderful and generous congre-

gation, and so much could be said and celebrated.  

We still have a lot of work to do in 2018 to grab the 

attention of all who drive down 41st St.  But, one thing 

I know, we don’t need she-beers (as cool as that may 

be), as we have the sustaining presence of Christ Je-

sus with us. 

Here’s to 2018,  

 

Pastor Jonathan 

PASTOR JONATHAN VEHAR 
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                          Pastor Chris matson                    

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. - Philippi-
ans 4 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve with you in the 
good news of Jesus Christ! When I look back over the 
past year I am so thankful for the blessings I experi-
enced in my first full year as one of your pastors. I 
found 2017 to be a year of growth and learning about 
the tremendous amount of ministry happening in our 
midst at Peace, in our community, and even around 
the world. 

“We just keep worshiping!” is a phrase I’ve said a 
time or two this year. At least once a week I find my-
self amazed at the amount of worship services we 
have. Jackie and Bob have their hands full working 
with musicians to keep worship filled with wonderful 
music. There is also a ton that happens behind the 
scenes with ushers, communion assistants and those 
who set up communion, welcome center volunteers, 
and so much more. Thank you to all who have given 
their time in any way to share in worship. As a com-
munity it’s important to be part of worship, to be re-
newed through the hearing the good news and re-
ceiving the sacraments, and then to be able to take it 
out into the world who needs the good news just as 
much as we do.  

Peace is also a deeply caring community. This year 
I’ve had to opportunity to lead Grief Group for those 
who have lost loved ones, and I have been at the bed-
side of those in the hospital in some of the toughest 
days of life. The way the Peace community surrounds 
those in crisis is a thing of beauty. Prayer Shawls sur-
round so many with prayers in hard times. Peace 
Meals deliver a belly full of love and the heart is 
warmed by knowing they are cared for.  

In February I got to go to Haiti with a group from a 
variety of churches from around the area. The week 
we spent there was filled with overwhelming hospi-
tality and learning about our brothers and sisters in 

Christ in one 
of the poorest 
places on 
earth.   I’m  
constantly 
amazed at the 
way the peo-
ple of Haiti 
have certainly 
entered the 
hearts of 
those here at 
Peace; the 
weekend it 
was an-
nounced all 
vehicles were 
out of commission the giving jar was overflowing with 
support! Thank you for your continued support of the 
great ministry in Haiti! 

Preschool is another place I get to spend my time. 
Once a month I get to have playtime before sharing a 
bible story and activity with the kids in the Peace Pre-
school. This is always a delight, and something I look 
forward to each month. I’m so grateful that Peace has 
a presence in these young people’s lives as they grow 
and learn. They are all so unique and special, and our 
teachers work hard to make sure each child gets the 
care and skills they need to succeed.  

Finally, one of the most memorable weeks for me this 
year was a week at Outlaw Ranch. As a former coun-
selor it was like going home to be at Outlaw with a 
bus full of Peace kids of all ages. A week at camp can 
change the life of a child. I’m proud that Peace has 
taken this to heart and we do everything we can to 
help kids go to camp, and that Peace sent the most 
kids to a Lutheran’s Outdoor camp of any congrega-
tion in South Dakota in 2017! Way to go! 

As we continue in the good news of Jesus Christ let us 

go forth rejoicing for all God has done and all God will 

do! 

  Pastor Chris 
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First, I thank my 

God through 

Jesus Christ for 

all of you, be-

cause your faith 

is proclaimed 

throughout the 

world. …I re-

member you 

always in my 

prayers. 

 Romans 1:8-9 

This was the 

scripture pas-

sage that I in-

cluded in my 

ordination bulletin last spring. I am truly grateful and 

amazingly humbled by our ministry together. The Holy 

Spirit is on fire in such visible and powerful ways. I love the 

ways you share Christ’s love in this place and, even more 

importantly, in the world outside the walls of Peace Lu-

theran. In 2017, I witnessed Christ’s activity in some of 

the following ways: 

Stephen Ministries: In 2017, three people were trained to 

be Stephen Leaders and 19 people completed about 75% 

of their training to be Stephen Ministers at Peace. This 

program has the potential to touch many lives in 2018 

with caring and compassionate Christian relationships. 

Grief Groups: As we go through loss, there is nothing as 

meaningful as people who understand and care – and are 

willing to take the journey through grief together, always 

reminding each other of Christ’s promises that can carry us 

through any hardship that we encounter. 

Power of Prayer Group: This group began meeting in the 

fall of 2017 as a way to learn more about prayer, lift others 

up in prayer, and offer support to people in need of pray-

er. It has done all of those things and more – including car-

ing for one another within the group. 

Lay Caring Ministry: In addition to Stephen Ministers, we 

have numerous home communion volunteers who deliver 

the sacrament to people who cannot make it to worship 

regularly and are, currently, training our first lay hospital 

visitor. We have Elizabeth Ministers who reach out to par-

ents in the time surrounding childbirth and folks who cre-

ate and/or deliver PeaceMeals to those going through a 

challenging time. We have an email prayer chain and a 

prayer shawl team that provides comfort freely to all who 

struggle. Every day, Peace members take the love they 

have witnessed from Christ and share it with others. 

DivorceCare and DivorceCare for Kids: In 2017, congrega-
tion members saw a need to care for families going 
through divorce and formed a team to create a Divorce 
Care and DC4K program – and the first classes kick off next 

month! 

Bringing new people into the fold: We added 188 new 

members to the roster at Peace Lutheran in 2017 through 

the warm welcome that all of you provide. And, yet, there 

are many many more people in need of hearing the Good 

News of our loving savior. 

Connecting with each other: Whether through small 

groups like book clubs, mommy and me play groups, bible 

studies, motorcycle riding, family Sunday school, confirma-

tion small groups, freezer meals and game days or through 

activities like family Bingo, Rally Day celebrations, movie 

afternoons, or wine-tasting, we are people who walk 

through life together, enjoying each other and being there 

through life’s ups and downs. 

Hearing God’s Word: Everything that we do revolves 

around sharing God’s Word (Christ himself) with one an-

other and the world. Through worship, preaching, Bible 

study, one-on-one relationships, and just being together, 

God’s Word gains more influence in our fast-paced and 

busy world.  

And that is truly just the tip of the iceberg! May God con-

tinue to richly bless each of you that, together, we are well

-equipped and wildly enthused about sharing Christ with 

all whom we encounter in 2018! 

Pastor Renae 

 

 

PASTOR RENAE BOEHMER 
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      CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

2017 has again provided me the honor of being part of 

an amazing team at Peace Lutheran. It was an exciting 

year, to say the least. We were not only able to call long

-time member Renae Boehmer to be a pastor at Peace, 

but we also had the privilege of hosting her ordination 

ceremony in May. It is wonderful to see what a team of 

four full-time pastors is able to dream up! 

 

The staff, council and congregation have come together 

to support not only the ministry that happens within the 

walls of Peace, but also one that extends much further. 

Each year, the council and staff gather together to set 

focus and goals for the year. This year, we focused on 

building bridges to our neighborhood, enhancing com-

munications, improving our connecting ministries and 

conducting a space utilization study for our facility. We 

were able to learn a great deal about each focus area.  
 
Building Bridges to the Neighborhood 

This year, Peace has hosted a variety of fun events. We 

began extending personal invitations to those living in 

the neighborhood surrounding the church to join in the 

fun. We were excited to have neighboring families par-

ticipate in the Rally Day Tailgate Party, bingo night, pet 

blessing and Trunk or Treat. We hope they will continue 

to feel welcome at Peace! 
 
Enhancing Communications 

In 2017, we experimented in several new ways of reach-
ing out, including; Facebook Live, a Peace Lutheran blog 
page, and expanding use of Facebook, twitter, and In-
stagram.  Energy was also placed in the development of 
a new tool, www.plc.life, as a gathering place for up-
coming Peace events. At the same time, several strate-
gic changes were made in the website to make it more 
user-friendly for visitors looking for specific information 
(i.e. worship times for special services). Ultimately, we 
learned that a complete makeover of peaceluther-
an.com is needed, which we look forward to in 2018. 
 
Connecting Ministries 

Peace is a large, vibrant congregation! Several small 

groups have formed this year further connecting many 

of our members. Some of these groups include a di-

vorce care group, book club, Stephen Ministries, and 

the Faith in Real Time adult class. Earlier this year, a 

group of members and staff assembled to plan a variety 

of events such as a trip to the zoo and a hike at a state 

park. The opportunities are endless to further connect 

at Peace. Additionally, a Caring Ministries Coordinator 

would leverage our pastors’ time by facilitating our 

trained lay ministers (Home Communion Visitors and 

Stephen Ministers) in their ministries. 
 
Facility/Space Utilization 

This year, we invited the ELCA Building Consultant to 

tour Peace Lutheran and provide us with recommenda-

tions on how we could better use our current facility, 

given we are facing several space constraints every 

week. Peace is home to 6 worship services, a bustling 

preschool and daycare and many small groups. We 

struggle to find additional spaces for confirmation small 

groups to meet and Sunday school sessions have wait 

lists. Even though this is a great problem to have, we 

were seeking the consultant’s advice to see if there 

were things we could do to use our current space more 

efficiently. The consultant was able to offer a few ideas 

but also recommended we start thinking about what 

kind of “new” space would best serve our needs. 
 
As my time as Council President comes to a close, I am 

so thankful for the rewarding experience it has offered 

me. It has been amazing to see how the ministries of 

Peace Lutheran continue to grow and flourish every sin-

gle year.  
 
I also want to take a moment to thank the staff, Council, 

countless volunteers and the Peace Lutheran congrega-

tion for your continued support. Your gifts of your time, 

talent and treasure allow the ministries of Peace Luther-

an to continue, not only within our walls, but much fur-

ther. I enter into 2018 with excitement of what is yet to 

come. 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love en-

dures forever.” Psalm 136:1 

 

Cassie Gusso 
Council President 

http://peacelutheran.com/
http://peacelutheran.com/
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Peace Lutheran Annual Meeting – January 29, 2017 

Call to Order: The 2017 Annual Meeting of Peace Lutheran Church, in Sioux Falls, SD, was held on Sunday, 
January 29, 2017.Cassie Gusso/Church Council President opened and called the meeting to order at 12:35 
PM. She welcomed everyone and called for a certification of quorum, which was achieved. 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Jonathan opened with a word of prayer. 

Approval of the 2016 Annual Meeting Minutes: Jim Pederson motioned to approve the minutes and it was 
seconded by Darrell Auto. The 2016 Annual Meeting Minutes were approved unanimously. 

2016 Treasurer’s report: There was a Video presentation of the 2016 Treasure’s report from Susan Thie.  
Please see treasurer’s report in the annual meeting. Question from the floor: 

Was the financial report on the money that was pledged, or actual monies given? Pastor Jonathan answered 
that what the report showed was the actual amount given and we were close to what was pledged. Dan El-
sasser moved a motion to approve the 2016 Treasurer’s Report and Joe Bunkers seconded it. The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

Review and Approval of Council, Endowment Team and Nominating Members: 

The following nominations were presented: 

Treasurer nomination is Paul Hanson. No nominations for the floor. 

Matt Dreke nominated for President. No nominations from the floor. 

Shireen Ranschau was nominated for council at large-female. No nominations from the floor. 

John Kennedy has been nominated for council at large-male. No nominations from the floor. 

Joe Bunkers has been nominated for council member at large-male. No nominations from the floor. Cassie 
Beisch was nominated as youth member. No nominations from the floor. 

All candidates were elected unanimously. 

The 2016 Endowment Team were Dale Gullickson, Lois Houwman, Brittany Elsasser, Mark Schlueter and Nick 
Sershen. Nominations for the 2017 Nominating team are Dale Gullickson and Tim Olson. There were no nom-
inations from the floor. The nominations were accepted and approved. 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Jonathan: Thankful for being here are Peace and allowing him to be called pastor. He has been con-
necting with mission partners all around Sioux Falls and is looking forward to the work of 2017 within the 
church and outside the walls. It has been a great privilege to be in mission with mission partners in Sioux 
falls.  

Pastor Chris: A joy to do ministry with you. She is delighted to see the ministry at Peace in action. She is busy 
with pastoral care and finding out what the needs are. Worship is also a big part of her job and she is dream-
ing with the worship crew. She is excited to look at what God is up to in this place and the freedom of what 
2017 will look like.  

 

 

2017 Annual Congregational meeting 
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Peace Lutheran Annual Meeting – January 29, 2017 

 

Pastor Paul gave a report on the big changes in 2016 in Pastoral Leadership as we bid farewell to Pastor Rolf 
Svanoe and Pastor Betsy Hoium, and said hello to Pastor Jonathan Vehar and Pastor Chris Matson. He also 
thanked the outgoing Council members who saw their share of changes, too, including changing the govern-
ance structure of the Council. The Council now sets goals each year for the staff to accomplish. One such ex-
ample was to get youth more involved. We have high school youth now involved in multiple small and large 
group opportunities including a youth-led worship and band on Wednesday nights. The staff is doing a great 
job rising to meet the goals set by the Church Council. 

     As far as Stewardship, we haven’t grown in huge ways in terms of giving toward the Ministry, but overall 
the congregation did a great job in the way we responded toward reducing the debt, with over $400,000 giv-
en toward that goal in 2016 alone!  

     We will be growing our pastoral staff in 2017 with our intern Renae becoming ordained sometime this 
summer. We are going to work hard (and faithfully pray) to bring in an extra $80,000 throughout the year 
beyond what is currently pledged. With our 1000 giving member homes, an extra $80 given this year per 
household can get this taken care of. God will provide! Thank you for all that you do. It is a privilege to serve 
here at Peace! 

No Old Business 

New Business 

Presentation and Adoption of the 2017 budget. 

Pastor Jonathan introduced the budget. The congregation was led through the budget in a new way by first 
taking time to look at how our mission and ministry is made possible because of your giving. He spoke about 
the Imagine campaign and explained that there was $900,000 pledged over 3 years. Because of 
the generosity of Peace Lutheran, the mortgage was reduced by nearly $350,000 in 2016 alone. Discussion 
and questions about specific line items were heard and there was a motion by Joe Bunkers to approve the 
2017 budget.  Darrell Auto seconded the motion and the congregation voted unanimously to approve the 
2017 budget. 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Paul closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:22 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rebel Hurd, Church Council Member 

2017 Annual Congregational meeting 
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New members 

 

 
 
Anderson, William James  
Ball, Harper Ann  
Barrick, Ezekiel Dean  
Bones, Boe Douglas  
Bortnem, Soren John  
Bradley, Celia  
Brehm, Andy Paul  
Brehm, Emily  
Brehm, Harper Alexis  
Brenden, Jennifer  
Brenden, Layla  
Brenden, Luke  
Brenden, Michael (Mike)  
Carlson, Aislyn Alma  
Carlson, Alicia  
Carlson, Curtis (Curt)  
Clausen, Kamie  
Clausen, Michael  
Cook, Ella Ann  
Cook, Emma Joanna  
Cook, Mallory  
Daiker, Jacob  
Daiker, Jennifer  
Daiker, Joshua  
Davis, Jon  
Davis, Karon  
Dewitte, Ellie Jane  
Dice, Delilah Marie  
Dreesman, Isaac John  
Erickson, Graham Joseph  
Fey, Alexis Rae  
Fey, Alicia Dail  
Fey, Collin John  
Fox, Aaron  
Fox, Amy  
Fox, Hannah Barbara  
Fox, Olivia Louise  
Freeman, Raelynn Marie  
Gayle, Jay  
Gayle, Jayden Daniel  
Gayle, Jazlyn Marie  
Gayle, Konnor David  
Gefroh, Elias Jerald  
Gertz, Bernice  
Grueneich, Cole LeRoy  
Gusso, Holly  
Gusso, Lilly  
Gusso, Travis  
Halseide, Palmer Scott  

Hamm, Quinn Lynn  
Hammes, David  
Hanson, Pam  
Hanson, Paul  
Heckman, Emma Lynn  
Hendricks, Brynnlee Jo  
Herrboldt, Deborah  
Herrboldt, Isabel Grace  
Herrboldt, John  
Herrboldt, Todd  
Herrboldt-Anderson, Josie  
Hey, Chuck  
Hey, Marjory  
Hove, Ava Marie  
Hudelson, Cruz Douglas  
Hudelson, Dane  
Hudelson, Eva  
Jackson, Brock  
Jackson, Lisa  
Jacobsen, Cory  
Jacobsen, Keeley  
Jacobson, Corbin Rickie  
Johansen, Becky  
Johansen, Callie Grace  
Johansen, Jerad  
Johansen, Sawyer James  
Johnson, Drake Dean  
Johnson, Ian Robert  
Johnson, Patricia A. (Patty)  
Johnson, Wessley Gabriel  
Jones, Elena Victoria  
Jones, Kailee Diana  
Kalt, Abby  
Kalt, Jody  
Kieffer, Shari  
Kleinsasser, Holly  
Klos, Linda  
Klos, Roger  
Koch, Andrea  
Koch, Kevin  
Koob, Maya Irene Marie  
Koth, Jeff  
Kroon, Jacob Rick  
Krutsch, Sharon  
Lambley, Jennifer Jo  
Lambley, Kaya Rosalie  
Lambley, Nolan Ross  
Lambley, Ross  
Langland, Lincoln George  

Larson, Saundra  
Lerdal, Dean  
Lerdal, Faye Ann  
Loebs, Oliver Charles  
Loos, William Alan  
Loy, Barry  
Loy, Carter  
Loy, Tamara  
Ludens, Cheryl  
Martin, Marley Jo  
Meyer, Beckett John  
Meyer, Kimberlyn Mae  
Meyer, Lilly Lorraine  
Mischke, Maisie  
Morken, Christian William  
Morris, Benelli Rose  
Nelson, Andrew  
Nelson, Nadia Mae  
Nesbitt, Elaine Kay  
Neu, Trent  
Nichols, Gracelynn Marie  
Nordby, Elise Claire  
Nugteren, Kacie Jean  
Ode, Ava Rae  
Ollerich, Micah Ryan  
Otta, Jason  
Otta, Joey Harris  
Otta, Sheri  
Ovenden, Rosalie  
Perman, Brandon  
Person, Agnetta (Ann)  
Person, Roger  
Philips, Adelyn Evenelle  
Popham, Wyatt Miles  
Reiners, Jennifer Lynn  
Reiners, Shea  
Reinfeld, Justin  
Roling, Emmersyn Julia  
Roling, Greg  
Sandal, Larry  
Sandhurst, Donna  
Scheafer, Christian Oliver  
Schlieman, Jack Ryker  
Schmidt, James (Jim)  
Schmidt, Mary Lou  
Schulte, Stephanie  
Sehnert, Aliyah  
Sehnert, Amanda  
Sehnert, Aubrey  
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Sehnert, Noah  
Sehnert, Travis  
Sheetz, EmaLyn Sue  
Sigette, Jennifer  
Sigette, Mark  
Skrenes, Jeremy  
Skrenes, Kristen  
Skrenes, Luke Charles  
Skrenes, Paul Thomas  
Steever, Brecken Matthew  
Stensland, Amy  
Stensland, Chad  
Stensland, Piper Ann  
Stensland, Zoe Jean  
Stroman, Jax Dean  
Struss, Chelsea  
Struss, Greyson Dwayne  
Swenson, Declan Joe  
Tague, Alyssa Marie  
Tague, Shannon  
Turnwall, Maxwell Carson  
VandeHoef, Courtney  
VandeHoef, Keaton  
VanLaar, Denikka (Nikki)  
VanLaar, Lillyan May  
VanLaar, Nytalya Jean  
Walerius, Adalyn Mae  
Wallen, Haley Ann  
Ward, Cheyenne Lynn  
Ward, Logan Pearce  
Ward, Rebecca (Becky)  
Ward, Rodney (Rod)  
Warner, Deloris  
Warner, Lowell  
Weibel, Hannah Veronica Marie  
Wilkison, Walter Davis  
Williams, Olivia Marie  
Winger, Rozanne  
Zevenbergen, Brandon  
Zevenbergen, Shelby  
Zevenbergen, Tara  

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSFER OUT —  2017 

Ronnie Kroll  
Stacey Wentzel  
Karen Kae Butler 
Lana Cline & Brady Culver and Raymond West IV & 
Charlotte West  
Jared & Micaela, Gavin, Kellen, & Noah Greenfield  
Shirlene & Julius Allgier, Sophia Allgier and Wyatt & 
Kierstin Bintliff   
Richard & Rhonda, Haley, Kadyn & Conner King  
Tim & Emily, Rylan & Ava Karels  
Garrett Fritzemeier   
Nicole Cotton  
Craig & Angela, Brandon & Breanna Kjonegaard  
Jenna Ehrman Cragg  
Maren Stjernholm  
April Rasdal (Tellers)  
Payton Steen  
Cleila Wagner  
Jon & Anna, Hailee & Cambell Fischer  
Gabe Gartner, Kari, & Solie Halvorson 
Ryan & Sarah Raml 
Verna Temple  
Linda & Timkaa Wagner  
Ivar & Dianne Kaardal  
Steve & Amber, Gracelynn & Matthew Ruda  
Todd & Jennifer, Cody & Kirby Hora  
Becky Keen  
 

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 
Beginning baptized membership: 4328 
Baptized members received:    188 
Baptized members removed:    176   
Change:        12 
Year-End Baptized Members: 4340 
 
Beginning confirmed members: 2911 
Confirmed members received:     99 
Baptized members confirmed:       40 
Confirmed members removed:     84 
Change:        55 
Year-End Confirmed Members: 2966 
 
 
 

New members continued 
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              BAPTISMS 

Ball, Harper Ann  

Barrick, Ezekiel Dean  

Bones, Boe Douglas  

Bortnem, Soren John  

Brehm, Harper Alexis  

Carlson, Aislyn Alma  

Dewitte, Ellie Jane  

Dice, Delilah Marie  

Dreesman, Isaac John  

Erickson, Graham Joseph  

Fey, Alexis Rae  

Fey, Alicia Dail  

Fey, Collin John  

Fox, Hannah Barbara  

Fox, Olivia Louise  

Freeman, Raelynn Marie  

Gefroh, Elias Jerald  

Grueneich, Cole LeRoy  

Halseide, Palmer Scott  

Hamm, Quinn Lynn  

Heckman, Emma Lynn  

Hendricks, Brynnlee Jo  

Hove, Ava Marie  

Hudelson, Cruz Douglas  

Jacobson, Corbin Rickie  

Johansen, Sawyer James  

Johnson, Drake Dean  

Johnson, Ian Robert  

Jones, Elena Victoria  

Jones, Kailee Diana  

Koob, Maya Irene Marie  

Langland, Lincoln George  

Loebs, Oliver Charles  

Loos, William Alan  

Martin, Marley Jo  

Meyer, Beckett John  

Meyer, Kimberlyn Mae  

Meyer, Lilly Lorraine  

Morken, Christian William  

Morris, Benelli Rose  

Nelson, Nadia Mae  

Nesbitt, Elaine Kay  

Nichols, Gracelynn Marie  

Nordby, Elise Claire  

Nugteren, Kacie Jean  

Ode, Ava Rae  

Ollerich, Micah Ryan  

Philips, Adelyn Evenelle  

Popham, Wyatt Miles  

Roling, Emmersyn Julia  

Scheafer, Christian Oliver  

Schlieman, Jack Ryker  

Sheetz, EmaLyn Sue  

Steever, Brecken Matthew  

Stroman, Jax Dean  

Struss, Greyson Dwayne  

Swenson, Declan Joe  

Tague, Alyssa Marie  

Turnwall, Maxwell Carson  

Walerius, Adalyn Mae  

Wallen, Haley Ann  

Ward, Cheyenne Lynn  

Ward, Logan Pearce  

Weibel, Hannah Veronica Marie  

Wilkison, Walter Davis  

Williams, Olivia Marie  
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The Peace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund was 

established as a means to provide funding for future 

ministries that were beyond the scope of the regu-

lar ministry budget. Such ministries could possibly 

include: seminary debt reduction for rostered lead-

ers, seminary scholarships, additional support to 

local global ministries serving those in need, and 

ministry grants for developing new ministries. The 

possibilities are limitless. All gifts from the Endowment Fund are generated out of the interest 

earned from the Fund, leaving the principal untouched. 

2017 was a memorable year. The Fund increased by 70% from the beginning of the year and end-

ed with a balance of $107,186, which exceeded our goal of $100,000 for the year. Next year’s goal 

will be to grow the Fund over $150,000. 

Examples of programs the Fund sponsored or helped finance include: 

• Making Your Wishes Known, 3-part “end of life” workshop 

• Annual Peace Golf Tournament 

• Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 

• End of Year Tax Strategies 

• Preschool need-based scholarships 

• Camperships to Outlaw Ranch 

• Sponsorship of the youth headed to the 2018 Youth Gathering 

Members of the committee serve for three-year staggered terms. 2017 members were: Dale Gul-

lickson, chairman, Brittany Elsasser, secretary/treasurer, Nick Sershen, Mark Schlueter, Tim Olson, 

and Pastor Paul Stjernholm, ex officio. 

The Committee wished to thank all those who helped make this a memorable year for the Endow-

ment. 

Dale Gullickson, Chairman 

Endowment team  
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It continues to astonish me as to how many 
events and people pass through the doors of Peace 
Lutheran Church. With each year comes the chal-
lenges of maintaining and improving the facility and 
grounds. Just like in the past, building maintenance 
tends to increase and funds are always a concern.  
Your continued support allows us to enhance oppor-
tunities for larger improvements and/or projects to 
be completed, as well as continue the day to day 
operations. 

The overall condition of the main facility is 
good. The same can’t be said about the garage/
storage shed. This structure is definitely in need of 
replacement as there are several boards that are 
rotted off due to water running through and/or 
sitting inside the structure following any moisture 
producing event. There are areas on the main struc-
ture that should receive repairs in the future as well. 

During the spring months, the boulevard 
along 41st Street was tilled up creating a new seed 
bed for reseeding the grass. A fescue grass was uti-
lized because of its higher tolerance to the harsh 
salt/chemical presence. Along with replanting grass-
es, we also replaced several landscaping plants that 
died off from the harsh winter elements of 2016 and 
2017. Repair of irrigation heads and water line along 
the sidewalk was done by Lipetzky’s Irrigation 
(under contract for spring start up and winterizing). 
The Church parking lot was professionally swept, as 
a donation, by Dakota Traffic Services. An updated 
riding mower was purchased to decrease the 
amount of time spent mowing and weed eating.  
 This summer was filled with multiple pro-
jects I will highlight for you. The Birch tree was re-
moved and several branches were trimmed off of 
the trees along the curbs. One of our larger projects 
was the replacement of the wooden playground 
fence that surrounded the bigger kid’s playground.  

Our fall season seemed to come upon us in a 
hurry, but nonetheless, some projects such as re-
striping the parking lot lines and repainting of the 
handicap logos was accomplished by our friends at 
Dakota Traffic Services, Mark and Stacie Lottman. As 
the season went on, fall pruning of plants/shrubs/
trees also took place. I solicited bids from Concrete 
Contractors, in order to replace a large portion of 

sidewalk on south side of property. This project is 
slated to done in April or May of 2018. One last ma-
jor project also completed was the replacement of 
the rubber roofs above the Sacristy and Chancel. 
Graff Roofing was contracted to complete this pro-
ject.  

Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) equipment, for the bulk of the year, the 
equipment has held together and operated as it 
should. However, there were a few expensive re-
pairs (one heat exchanger was replaced this fall, a 
compressor that went down during the heat of sum-
mer, along with a couple fan motors, and replace-
ment of the fan in the HVAC unit for the Sanctuary). 
All of our services were taken care of by Climate Sys-
tems Inc. This company has been doing the preven-
tative maintenance, quarterly services, for the past 
several years.  

Now onto some notables to mention. There 
are several companies that we call upon during the 
year to help us maintain Peace Lutheran Church. So 
if you are able, please share a “Thank You” to any of 
the following; Thompson Electric, Jones Plumbing, 
Charlie’s Tree Service, Intek, Climate Systems, Dako-
ta Traffic Services, Lipetzkys Irrigation, Graff Roofing, 
Duke Aerial, Kempf’s Construction, Hillyard and Aire
-Master. Another group of people that I personally 
want to send a big “Thank You” to are the volun-
teers that have helped out when called upon 
throughout this past year. I greatly appreciate their 
time and talents while working with/learning from 
them.  “Thank You” to the Staff and families of 
Peace Lutheran Church, and the Janitorial and 
Maintenance staff, Justin Ehrman, Eric Smith (new 
hire in October), Jeffrey Panek and Marty Egge (who 
resigned in October). I couldn’t do my job without 
them.  

My wish for 2018 is a year of giving back and 
rebuilding. This Church family, and all of those that 
utilize this structure are blessed to be a part of such 
a great environment. May we continue to invest in it 
by any means possible from financial contributions 
to volunteering your time and/or services.  

Thank You! 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dean Ebbinga, Facilities Manager 

BUILDING AND ADMINISTRATION 
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       MUSIC and WORSHIP 

Mission Statement – “Through our instruments and voices, 
we gather to proclaim God’s love.” 
 
In 2017 our Peace family continued to keep Worship at the 
core of who we are. We added a 7th weekly worship op-
portunity on Wednesday nights led by youth for youth in 
the Fellowship Hall –AWAKEN. This group continued 
throughout the summer months while our weekend 
schedule went to a Saturday service and a 9:00 and 10:10 
service on Sundays. Some worship highlights for the year: 
 
- Jazz services on Transfiguration and All Saints 

-Polka services in November  

-Mariachi service with catered meal in September 

-Global Mission services on Pentecost with 
  various percussion accompaniment 

-Hymn Sing services on Labor Day weekend 

-ASL service in October with congregation 
  experiencing many elements using sign language 

-B.O.B. (Blessing our Bibles) services giving Bibles 
 to our 3-year olds, 4th and 7th graders 

-Peace members gathered with the community at large 
in worship at the arena to celebrate the 500th anniver-
sary of the Reformation. 
 
Our youth music groups met weekly and used their musi-
cal gifts in many ways: 
-Jubilation and Celebration choirs sang monthly in wor-
ship, led a Saturday service, led our Christmas Eve family 
service and sang the National Anthem at one of the 
Skyforce games! 

-High Impact (High School) led contemporary services in 
January and April led Global worship and sang for Good 
Friday 

-Handchimes and Youth Bells played monthly , provided 
ring and sing-along Gathering music before the Cantata 
and also went Christmas Caroling to a Nursing Home. 

 

In addition to our regular music groups…… 

-8th graders led Wednesday worship in May, 9th graders 
led in October and 10th graders provided special music for 
their Confirmation services. 
 
Our Adult music groups were faithful in adding to our wor-
ship in many ways through the year in addition to their 
weekly or monthly musical offerings. Some highlights: 

-Adult Choir participated in a Reformation Hymnfest in 
October, sang in the mass choir for the November 1 com-
munity Reformation service, presented their Cantata “This 
is My Beloved Son” at 3 services in December and went 
caroling to a Nursing Home 

-Adult Bells were able to expand their repertoire by pur-
chasing a new octave of Handchimes 

-Peace Brass played at 2 services monthly, played 5 ser-
vices on Easter and 2 services on Christmas Eve. They also 
travelled to Holy Cross to play for two services in March. 

-Peace Symphonic Band continued to grow throughout 
the year providing opportunities to Middle school and old-
er to play at our traditional services on hymns. 

-Spirit of Peace, Lifeline and Saved by Grace faithfully pro-
vided leadership at our 3 contemporary services all year 
long.  
 
We were blessed by the playing of High Plains Woodwinds 
at both a Saturday service as well as a full concert in No-
vember. 

In worship, we have returned to using the Revised Stand-
ard Lectionary as a guiding tool after spending 3 years with 
the Narrative Lectionary. 

We also re-worked our worship format at our traditional 
services to re-introduce the sung liturgy (Kyrie and Hymn 
of Praise) which we will continue to do periodically 
throughout next year as well. 

We are so grateful for our endless number of volunteers 
not only in our music ministry but in our worship service 
support. Worship is “of the people” and Peace proves that 
week after week. 

Faithfully submitted,  
Jackie Bailey, Director of Music and Worship 
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We’ve had a year of growth within Communications in 
2017! As we’ve moved forward, we have continued talks 
and plans to always improve. Communication is a con-
stantly developing tool; everyone finds their own way to 
get the information they want making this area an exciting 
and always changing challenge. 
 
I have continued to run the ropes as needed and always 
reading ways we can improve. Bulletin and Newsletter de-
velopment, Website updates and simplifying, Facebook/
Social Media development, and so on! We continue to see 
enjoyment over the Pieces of Peace short videos to show-
case the weeks at Peace - it has now even become a staple 
part of offering in our Services. Cara continues to help by 
writing our feature stories in the Newsletters. 
 
Some of the highlights include:  

• Continuation of graphic designing, making announce-
ments, logos, stories, etc. easier to read and more ap-
pealing to look at 

• Begun the planning process, with Pastor Jonathan, of 
reformatting a new website – making it easy for any-
one looking for a church to find what they need to 
know about Peace 

• Developed a new “online information desk” to be inte-
grated into Peace’s communication use in 2018 

• Social media keeps growing. Facebook especially is up 
to almost 1,500 followers and we’ve seen posts reach 
80,000 people. 

• Pieces of Peace videos continues…we’re above 60 
weeks of videos! 

• Twelve newsletters filled with stories about the people 
that make Peace Lutheran great and the information 
you need to know. 

• Communicating news that matters about Peace to the 
local press 

 
This continues to be a great experience, intriguing oppor-
tunity to learn, and it’s a highlight to communicate every-
thing to this engaged and warm congregation. 2018 is go-
ing to be an expansive and huge year! 

 

Dustin Pederson 
Director of Communications 

 

Peace Library has been flowing right along each 
month.  Through word of mouth, blurbs in the bulletin and 
newsletter, new participants have become aware and 
started using the library.  New fiction and non-fiction 
books have been added every month.  Some of the new 
novels deal with our daily happenings and are rather emo-
tional to read but brings a good awareness of what is hap-
pening in the world around us.  We have taken several 
books off the shelves with older copyrights or those that 
haven’t been used to make room for the newer books.  
Books taken off the shelves are placed out for members to 
take and those left over will be given to a second hand 
store.   
 
Volunteers consist of Joanne Hatle who is taking charge of 
the children’s books and puzzles; Bev Philliber who puts all 
the books on computer, adds them to the archive and re-
moves them completely when they are no longer in our 
library; Marilyn Boese categorizes the books to be put on 
the computer; Rosanna Vannoort comes once a month 
and puts the pockets in the books and gets them ready for 
shelving; Correen Major covers the books that have loose 
covers and puts book tape around the paperbacks to pro-
tect them.  She also does the beautiful bulletin boards;  
Ann Leclair calls for overdue books and has been helping 
with inventory; Lynn Philliber retired this year; June Gilles-
pie has been helping get books on the computer and I 
have been doing the classification and managing the li-
brary.  Pastor Jonathan has been helping to inspire new 
ideas with the library and volunteers this past year.  We 
are grateful for his support and ideas he has shared.   
 
This will be my last report for the library at Peace.  God is 

telling me it is time to retire as my health and age are tell-

ing in my work.   I have enjoyed my many years on the 

journey of the library.  I know I will miss it  a lot as I love 

good reading and people.  May God help you find a librari-

an that is vibrant and full of ideas to spread the use of the 

library.  My thanks to all the people that have volunteered 

and helped me in the past and to all the people in the con-

gregation that use the library. 

 
 
 
“God speaks through His word—take time to listen.” 
Fern Swearingen 
Librarian 

Communications                                  Library 
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     CHILDREN’S MINISTRIRES 
Goals:  
Our programs are built around the desire to help children experience God 
and clearly hear God’s promises to them. By hearing God’s story told in a 
variety of ways in Sunday school and worship, engaging in hands-on activities 
in small groups (sometimes with like-age peers and sometimes in inter-
generational groups), and building relationships with others, God’s love be-
comes more real to children. 
 
2017 
What a fun and exciting place this is with Christian education developed es-
pecially for children! Sunday and Wednesday school is held each week dur-
ing the school year for kids between 6 months of age and 5th grade. Between 
Sunday and Wednesday School, we teach God’s story to a little over 520 chil-

dren each week. We offer two sessions on Sunday mornings (9:00 and 10:10) and one session on Wednesday night (6:15). 
2017 marked our 7th year of putting on a Children’s Christmas Musical which includes 100+ kids and many volunteers.  We 
offer Vacation Bible School in the summer that incorporates children from the full-time child care program which amounts to 
500+ participants and work with many churches within the area to share supplies and decorations. We also offer a one-week 
summer day camp and music camp. It’s noisy, fun, active and full of God’s love around here! 
 
We started a new Family Sunday School option this year entitled “Families Flourishing in Faith” aka F3. There are 5 families 
enrolled in this alternative to Sunday/Wednesday School and 6th & 7th grade Confirmation. We meet twice a month in the 
Fellowship Hall, share a meal together and learn about God’s story in various ways. This is all about learning God’s word as a 
family together.  
 
Milestones are offered at least once each year between birth and 5th grade. These family events are a time to name God’s 
promises, learn about specific aspects of our faith, engage in hands-on all-ages activities, and help parents to fulfill the prom-
ises they made to their children in baptism. These events include baptism, Bibles for 3 year olds and 4th graders, First Com-
munion, Kindergarten Pizza Party, Two-year-old My Church, Starting Sunday school, Prayer Pillows, First Grade Ten Com-
mandments, Third grade Apostle’s Creed and more! 
 
We continually welcome children at Peace into worship as members of the body of Christ. We do that by offering children’s 
messages weekly, making story Bibles available in the sanctuary, encourage children to participate in offering with the Giving 
Jar, maintaining worship busy bags, and allowing children to artistically share their worship experience. We also know that 
summer maybe a difficult time for families to come to worship on a regular basis with vacations and other travel plans and 
this last summer we offered a “Take-Out” Sunday School option. We made packets available for lesson readings and activi-
ties for the summer months so you could still incorporate God wherever you were at any time. 
 
To proclaim God’s promises to 500+ children, it requires hundreds of dedicated volunteers. We recruit, train, support and 
profusely thank everyone who shares their time and talents to pass along the faith to the next generation.  

 
We added some new activities and events to our list this past year in-
cluding the family Pizza & Bingo night and the Prayer Fair. Just thinking 
up of various ways to have fun as a church community and to connect 
with others through fellowship activities.  

 
We also took part in some community outreach program this year. Our 
fourth and fifth graders made 10 tie blankets for Project Warm Up and 
we collected items for Church on the Street for those moving into new 
apartments who need items to get them started. 

 
We feel blessed with the support of a congregation who values children 
and is involved in sharing the faith with the next generation. We wel-
come your involvement. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Pam Tetzlaff         Tamara Shaw 
Director of Children’s Ministries  Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Confirmation at Peace Lutheran Church begins in sixth 
grade and continues into tenth grade when they are 
invited to affirm their Baptism during the Rite of Affir-
mation Service on Reformation Sunday.  For the 2017-
2018 school year, this has included 254 students 6th 
through 9th grade students, with 43 tenth graders and 1 
adult affirming their faith this fall.   
 
The backbone of the Confirmation Ministry program 
continues to be the adult volunteers who willingly share 
their time, talents and faith.  The team this year has 
been made up of 66 small group leaders (several who 
help with multiple groups!), parents who chaperone 
activities, and mentors who meet monthly with 10th 
graders.  Many thanks to each of these people for help-
ing to plant seeds of faith in our youth! 

 
Highlights from the program this year include: 

• Bible Study – our 6th and 7th graders have focused 
their study on the Bible. Through storytelling, creative 
reflection and dialogue, sixth graders are discovering 
the overall biblical narrative. Through projects, our sev-
enth graders are digging in deeper and exploring where 
to find things in the Bible. 

• Small Catechism, Lutheran Theology and More – our 
8th and 9th grade students dig into the small  
catechism and explore what it means to be a  Lutheran; 
they also learn more about faithful stewardship, healthy 
relationships, and world religions. New this year is a 
transition for our 9th graders to explore small groups 
based on areas of interest for the second half of the 

year. They can choose from Bible study, mission/
outreach, music ministry, youth group/sports ministry 
or peer ministry as we continue to find ways to connect 
students with the greater church. 

• Retreats/Mini-Lock In – many of the middle school 
students attended a lock-in here at church hosted by 
students from Augustana College, and some of the mid-
dle school students attended a synod-wide retreat at 
Joy Ranch. 

• Leading Worship – both 8th and 9th grade students 
have had an opportunity to lead a Wednesday night 
worship service. Whether it is reading scripture, doing 
power point, sharing the Children’s sermon or leading 
music, the students have the opportunity to plan, pre-
pare for and lead all of the service – a great chance to 
see first-hand what goes into planning worship! 

• Guest Speakers – as part of our conversation on 
World Religions, 9th graders heard from both a repre-
sentative from the Muslim Community Center here in 
Sioux Falls, and from a priest who has been called to a 
mission start position in Harrisburg. 

Life/Death Discussion/Tour – 10th graders and their par-
ents participated in this conversation about creation/
new life, life/choices/consequences and end of life/
death. The conversation concluded with a tour of Miller 
Funeral Home, along with more end of life discussions. 
 
Thank you again to the parents, pastors, congregation 
members and leaders who are helping to ensure that 
the promises made to our youth in their baptisms are 

realized! 
  

In Christ, 

 

Holly Marty 
Director of  

Confirmation & 
Adult Ministries 

 

Confirmation ministry 
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                        Youth ministry 

2018 is here and saying goodbye to 2017 means look-

ing back on all the great things that happened here at 

Peace Lutheran Church with our youth ministry. We 

are thankful for another year of new experiences and 

new memories made.  

Middle school youth kicked off a third summer of 

Summer Stretch with some new locations and pro-

jects! We spent time building some awesome movea-

ble wall partitions for our partner congregation Table 

of Grace. We helped make lunches for Lunch is 

Served, an organization that provides lunches for day 

labor workers here in Sioux Falls. We also headed 

back for a third year of helping at Good Samaritan 

Society, Bishop Dudley and St. Francis House. We did 

lots of cleaning, packing food and snacks and sharing 

stories and music with people at Good Sam. Serving 

in our own city with different organizations is a great 

way to help our youth learn about all the many ways 

we can connect with our community and help when 

we can. 

Augustana continues to be a favorite with our Middle 

schoolers. They came in the fall and helped entertain 

over 80 youth for our late night. They played a ton of 

games and also spent time in worship and a Bible 

study. We are grateful for a campus that gives us the 

chance to interact with their students in such a fun 

way!  

Our High school youth had some of their own adven-

tures and new experiences. We’ve continued our 

Wednesday night AWAKEN and were excited to share 

that experience with the larger church this summer 

by continuing to hold services. We invited youth to 

share faith moments and favorite bible verses and 

stories that have shaped them. 

We tried a few new things too! We’ve been serving 

free tacos twice a month on Tuesdays for high school 

students with open lunch. We hope this is a chance 

for them to invite friends and enjoy some free food 

and time together. We were also excited when the 

Scooters opened across from Roosevelt and gave us 

the perfect location to try out a new early morning 

bible study on Thursday mornings. It might be early 

but it’s a great time together. 

In July we loaded up a van of youth and headed to 

Minneapolis for a great day of service at Global 

Health Ministries. They are a wonderful organization 

that ships medical equipment and supplies all over 

the world to support Lutheran health care systems. 

So we packed, cleaned, organized and heard about 

the awesome work GHM does. We of course spent 

our second day at Valley Fair to play and enjoy some 

fun. 

One of the most exciting things that happened in 

2017 is that we signed up 62 youth for the National 

Youth Gathering that is happening in Houston in 

2018. We are so excited to see how this amazing trip 

will transform not only our youth that go but how we 

look at service and community in our youth ministry.  

Thank you for your continued support of all the youth 

here at Peace Lutheran. 

Kelsey Lyndoe, Director of Youth Ministry 
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The Seniors Planning Committee meets usually every 
third month after Bible study.  Members of the com-
mittee are Chester and  Mary Morben, Darrell and 
Doris Autio, Lenore Winkler, Dianne Brockberg,  
Jolaine Gerlach,  Pat Steele, and Ila Ahrendt.   
 
2017 Activities 
   
  XYZ Potluck and Programs were usually  
    the last Monday each month except May  
    and December.  These months are busy  
    with youth and family activities. 
    January – “Technology for Seniors” by  
                       Lisa Howard    
    February – “The Power of Dreams and 
                         Memories” by Jeff Gould 
    March -  “Haiti Mission report” by Pastor 
                     Chris and Global Mission  
                     members 
    April – “VOA Veterans Services” by Adam 
                  Hanisch 
    June – Picnic at Sertoma Park 
    July – “Websters Bandit Buster” by Pastor  
                 Arley Fadness 
    August – “Stockyards Ag Experience 
                     Preview” By Jennifer Hoessing 
    September - “Immigration, Myths, and 
                           Realities” by Jennifer Lunder  
                           & Dr. Cari Lee Skogberg  
                           Eastman 
    October - “Safe Families for Children” by  
                      Tracy Folkerts 
    November - “On the Eve of Destruction – 
                          Downtown Sioux Falls in the  
                          Age of Urban Renewal” by  
                          Kevin Gansz 
 
Other Activities 
 
Jan. 11th – drove shuttle bus for Church on 
                  the Street service and dinner 
May 8th & June 20th – 2 groups to Daktronics  
                                      for tours 
October 16th – Visiting Angels 
November 6th – Good Samaritan options 
Game Days are held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays  

  each month with usually 4-9 participating in  
  card and board games. 
 
Senior Birthday Cards – A birthday card  
  is sent to seniors each month with an insert  
  listing activities during the month. 
 
Transportation is provided to our Sunday 10:10 ser-
vice, Friday 10:00 Bible study, and Wednesday ser-
vices during Lent, Advent, and Christmas Eve in our 
shuttle bus with usually 4-8 riders.  Six seniors have 
asked to be included recently.  Medical visits are ar-
ranged with Project CAR.  
 
Joy Ranch Retreat near Watertown held on Aug. 31st 
& Sept. 1st with Pastor Jonathon leading us in a study 
of the Lords Prayer, with a sing-a-long and commun-
ion in the old church, entertaining DVDs, and great 
food by the camp staff.  We always have a mandatory 
stop at the SDSU Dairy Barn on the return trip.  This 
was our 4th annual retreat at Joy Ranch with another 
planned for August 30th and 31st. 
 
Plans for 2018 
 
Joy Ranch Retreat on Aug. 30/31. 
Tours in and out-of town. 
Theater performances in Brandon, Okoboji, and/or 
    Worthing. 

Some potluck and programs for all ages. 

Build bus ridership from other senior centers and 

    apartments and add 2nd service support if 

    necessary. 

Continue researching senior programs and tours 

    with the Senior Planning Committe and others to 

    promote generational activities. 

 

Jim Ahrendt 

Director of Seniors Ministry 

SENIORS MINISTRY  
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     Peace lutheran preschool 

Peace Lutheran Preschool opened in January 1985.  As of 
January 2018, we will be in our 33rd year of operation.   

The preschool is an outreach ministry of Peace Luther-
an Church.  We strive to provide quality education 
for children ages 3-5 years.  Those who are served 
include children of Peace, The Hope Coalition, oth-
er Lutheran churches, various denominations of 
faith and those with no church affiliation.  The pre-
school is also privileged to serve 20 children from 
the Peace Care Daycare Program.   

The mission of our preschool is to nurture the child in 
areas of social-emotional, intellectual, physical and 
spiritual development.   

Through the preschool, children experience Bible sto-
ries, learn about God’s love for them, and partici-
pate in many learning activities and field trips that 
engage them and prepare them for their adven-
tures in kindergarten.  

 
This past year, we have again been privileged with 
our monthly visits from Pastor Chris for chapel 
time.  The kids have enjoyed her enthusiasm and 

joy she brings to chapel 
time and the fun stories 
and songs she has done 
with them while teach-
ing them about Jesus 
and God’s love for them!  
 
My first two years run-
ning the program have 
been full of learning and 
growing.  There were 
challenges and rewards 
and having started my 
third year in this posi-
tion, I really feel that 

God has pointed me in the right direction and has 
handed me the tools I need to successfully keep our 
program as great as it has been!  Our program has 
been privileged to serve so many children in and 
around our community and I am honored to continue 
to provide those services to as many families as we 
can in the coming years.  Shelley Bitz has remained in 
her role as a teaching assistant and we have welcomed 
a new staff to our Preschool family—Miranda Scholes.   
She has taken the place of Mrs. Cindi Klein who retired 
in the spring of 2017.  Miranda has been an amazing 
addition to our family and her love for the children is 
amazing.   

 

Preschool Advisory Board Members were Julia Kasischke, 
Heather Peacock, Lori Ollerich, Kristen Rhoades, Alison 
Haas and Amy Palmlund.  The members of the board 
have given advice on policies, scholarship awards, and 
tuition rates.  They also helped sponsor the pre-
school’s annual fundraiser at Pizza Ranch to raise mon-
ey for new equipment and toys.   

 

Peace Lutheran Church continues to provide the preschool 
with a wonderful place to educate, nurture and minis-
ter young children.  Spaces used include the triple pre-
school classroom, the art room, Room I and the fellow-
ship hall as our “gym.”   

 
Tuition rates for 2017: 
 3 half days a week- $120 a month 
 2 half days a week- $90 a month  
 
Brief summary of finances for 2017: 
 Income 
 Tuition: $78,066.31 
 Registration Fees: $4,050 
 Peace’s Scholarship: $855 
 Donations, fundraisers, and misc.: $691 
 Total Income: $84,506.50  
 
Expenses 
 Staff expenses (wages, FICA, pension/benefits, contin-

uing education, and professional dues):    
       $80,072.57 
 Supplies, equipment, toys, misc.: $3,183.56 
 Contribution to Peace Lutheran: $1,800 
 Total Expenses: $86,457.91 
 

DeAnna Prince,  
Preschool Director  
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 Program History/Information – State Licensed since 1997 
September 1996 – Present (Peace CARE Afterschool Program – School aged children) 
September 2004 – Present (Peace CARE Daycare Program – Birth to Pre K children) 
 

Director:  Tara Foley 
 
Mission Statement:   

Peace Care Afterschool Program provides care for children in school from age five to age twelve.  Our promise is to provide a 
safe, enriching, and recreational program conducive to learning and social interaction structured to the children’s requests.  
We encourage children to pursue their interests and develop friendships, independence, and confidence. Peace Care pro-
vides a stimulating and loving environment for children to flourish in this challenging society by using their God-given gifts 
and talents.  Peace C.A.R.E. maintains a qualified staff committed to the safety and care of each child. 

Peace CARE Daycare is a quality, all day childcare facility available to children between Birth and 5 years old. The program pro-
vides professional care for children not yet in school. The center is sponsored by Peace Lutheran Church.  The goals of Peace 
CARE Daycare are to provide a developmentally safe, positive experience for every child that is conducive to learning and 
social interaction with a structure. In addition, we aim to encourage children to pursue their interests and develop friend-
ships, independence, and confidence. Peace CARE Daycare also desires to create, and maintain, a stimulating and loving en-
vironment for children to flourish in this challenging society, using their God-given gifts and talents. 

   The staff is a group of trained professionals who promote respect and understanding for individual differences by              
   Maintaining a caring environment that allows freedom of choice and exposure to new experiences. 
 

2017 Accomplishments: 
Cared for approximately 135+ children through the year! 
We continue to maintain a consistent staff and keep our client turnover low! 
Continue to work with Food Ministries team to find a more economical means to purchasing food / use of kitchen  
Continued to include school-agers in a daytime Bible School and other faith based opportunities through Children’s Ministries! 

 
2018 Goals: 

Continue to act as a “mentor program” for new programs in our community and local churches 
Dedicate funds for improving vehicles used in transporting the children of Peace! 
Continue to prioritize enrollment opportunities to our church membership first! 

 
2017 Year End Budget: 
    Income:  
       Tuition and Fees……………….   $577,915 
   ~Registrations 
   ~Activity fees 

  ~Interest Income 
    Expenses: 
       Payroll...………………………… $530,087 
   ~FICA 

  ~Workman’s Comp 
   ~ELCA Benefits 
                ~Training                           
Program Expense………………   $ 30,554 
  ~Children materials 
  ~Food/snack 
               ~Activities/Fieldtrips 
     Preschool Services………….…..   $ 17,740            
     Utilities…………….….………...  $   3,600 
  ~Building use 
     Transportation…………………    $   6,209 
     Office…………………………..   $   8,585 
   ~Advertising 
                ~Phone, postage, copier, etc… 
   ~Office supply 
                ~Computer related 
       ~Misc. 

Peace c.a.r.e. 
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               Global missions team 

 

This year was another exciting year to be in-
volved in mission work with the Peace Lutheran 
Global Mission team.  In February Pastor Chris 
and Dan and Keely Elsasser went with a group 
from the Southeast South Dakota area including 
members of Holy Cross and churches in Mitchell 
and Parker.  Peace contributed over $7000 which 
enabled us to build a house, buy 19 solar audio 
Bibles for the elderly and children’s Bibles for the 
Jumelle church, build church pews for the village 
of Lepena, and purchase supplies to provide 100 
“Necessity for Neighbors” bags for families in the 
Jumelle, Verrettes and Lapena area. 
 
This summer the congregation stepped up again 
and assisted Helping Hands for Haiti with vehicle 
repairs.  Peace raised enough money to buy new 
bus tires and repair two pickup trucks that were 
non-operational; which makes me feel the need 
to deviate from my normal annual summary. 
 

The Global Mission team started in 2003 and 
over the past 15 years has helped sponsor mis-
sion trips to Cameroon, Nicaragua, Haiti, Cambo-
dia, and the Dominican Republic.  Over that time 
a conservative estimate of giving by Peace mem-
bers would be $250,000.  Time after time when a 
need arises, the congregation steps up.  Whether 
it’s helping with micro-loans, school funding, 
church repairs and improvements, home building, 
or medical clinics, the people of Peace are al-
ways there to answer the call.  For this we are 
truly grateful.  It is our hope that our Global Mis-
sion team can continue another 15 years and be-
yond knowing that the passion and generosity of 
the Peace is behind us. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dan Elsasser 

Global Mission Team Member 
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The Women of Peace had another incredible year!  We 
want to thank everyone who participated in the activi-
ties. Officers for 2018 for the WELCA unit are Linda Jen-
sen, Leader; Lynn Bethke, Treasurer; and Kathy Porter, 
Recorder.  Any woman wanting to be added to the 
email list for WELCA updates can contact Linda--310-
9865, or LindaAJensen11@gmail.com.   We have about 
6 meetings a year on an “as needed” basis, and they are 
an opportunity to have some fellowship, help raise and 
disperse funds for good causes, and learn more about 
Peace Lutheran.  All women are considered members 
and are welcome to come!   There’s no minimum num-
ber of meetings you have to attend, and there are no 
dues.   
 
The Sunrise Ladies Bible Study (every Wed. morning at 
6:30 am at the 41st & I29 Perkins), the Hannah Circle 
Bible Study (3rd Thursday of the month at 2 pm in the 
Shalom Room), and the Ruth Circle Bible Study (3rd 
Thursday 9:30 am in the Shalom Room) continue to pro-
vide fellowship and opportunities to grow in faith.   
 
WELCA sponsored two great women’s Saturday morn-
ing retreats, one in April and one in November.  We also 
sponsored the annual Advent Supper Dec. 3, where we 
collected many Christmas gifts for the residents at the 
nearby Good Samaritan Village as well as funds for hair-
cuts.   
  
The Prayer Shawl group made 180 shawls for those 
needing comfort.  Rebel Hurd, Church on the Street 
leader told an organizer of a conference she would be 
attending about the  “pocket prayer shawls”  the group 
also made.  They liked them so much and asked for 
enough to pass out samples at the conference.  The  
ladies made over 500 of them in a very short time!  The 
Quilting group was also very busy, making 150 quilts 
that were distributed to LWR (95) Children’s Inn (24) the 
Furniture Mission (22), the Church on the Street (4) and 
the Veteran’s Outreach Center (5). 
  
There Funeral Committee served  15 funerals during 
2017.   Other activities include Prayer Chains, 
Friends of the Library (meets the 4th Friday from 10-
noon), Wedding Coordination, Altar Guild, and Elizabeth 
Ministry.   The Women’s Ministries booklet has contact 
information if you want to learn more about a particular 
group. 
  

WELCA had a Love Offering in February and another one 
in September, which continues to replace the 
long-time Soup & Pie Supper fundraiser.  Both were suc-
cessful, raising funds that are used to support local 
charities as well as ministries here at Peace.  The funds 
were supplemented by many $250 Thrivent Action 
Teams applied for by WELCA members, providing thou-
sands more in donations. 
  
Because of the generous support from the congrega-
tion, Peace WELCA was able to support the following 
organizations projects in 2017:  
*Good Samaritan Village Hair Cuts and Christmas gifts 
*Veteran’s Outreach Center 
*Church on the Street 
*Winter wear and other items for local school kids 
*Augustana Lutheran Church Free Thanksgiving Dinner 
*Feeding SD Backpack Program 
*Boy Scout Troop #216 hosted at Peace 
*Helping Hands for Haiti 
*Lunch is Served---provided 133 meals 
*Heartland Ephphatha, a ministry for the deaf located 
at Peace 
*Food to You Mobile Food Pantry 
*Pueblo de Dios Vacation Bible School 
*Peace Library for supplies and books 
*Peace Vacation Bible School 
*Peace Meals 
*Peace Youth attending the 2018 National Youth Gath-
ering in Houston 
*Peace Youth attending Summer Camp 
*Peace Families Christmas Gifts 
*Necessities for Neighbors  
*SOS---Supply One Student program at the Banquet 
*Peace Spring and Fall Women’s Retreats 
*Peace Women’s Advent Supper 
  
WELCA also headed up collections of items or additional 
funds for the projects marked by an asterisk.  Thank you 
to the congregation, the women of WELCA, and others 
who gave generously to support these causes! 
  
Submitted by WELCA 
 
 
 
 
 

Welca (Women of Peace) 
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    CHARIS MINISTRY PARTNERS 
Augustana, Our Savior’s, East Side, Messiah New Hope, First, 
Peace, Gloria Dei, Renner, Grace, Spirit of Joy, Holy Cross, St. 
John, and Westside Lutheran – Charis Ministry Partner Congre-
gations. Host sights are in bold.  

Charis Ministry Partners is in its eighth year as a public non-
profit organization serving neighbors in need in the Sioux Falls 
area. All three ministries continue to grow in their capacity to 
serve the community of Sioux Falls, in large part because of the 
continued support of the Partner churches.  Charis Ministry as a 
board made up of a representative of each of the member con-
gregations meets every other month to oversee this unique 
shared servant ministry. Todd Smith is the new Food to You Co-
ordinator and Dan Paulson serves as the representative to the 
community and partner churches for all of Charis Ministries. 

The Food to You Mobile Food Pantry has provided 25-35 lb. of 
groceries and hygiene items to an average of 90 families each 
week. The highest number of households served at a distribution 
was 121 in November for Thanksgiving week at Augustana & 120 
in September at East Side Lutheran.  There were 48 distributions 
at four sites in a monthly rotation – East Side, Messiah New 
Hope, Augustana, and St. John Lutheran Church. The households 
served during 2017 totaled 4,419 with 796 of them (18%) being 
newcomers. 65 to 75% of the families served included children 
and 10-20% include senior citizens.  

Charis Ministry Partner congregations sponsored/volunteered 
for 25 of the 48 FTY distributions in 2017. The other distributions 
were served, and sponsored, by eight non-Charis congregations 
(both ELCA and other denominations), seven businesses, three 
service groups, a USD student group, a local school staff, and 
friends and family of Food to You. POET once again blessed FTY 
with fresh produce from their community garden, which they 
donated each Thursday in July-September. The Bread Break min-
istry out of Messiah New Hope continues to be a major blessing 
for FTY, allowing the use of their van on a weekly basis for trans-
portation of goods, as well as fresh baked goods.  Special dona-
tions from Bread Break included Panera Bread, Breadico, Bread-
smith Bread, and Einstein Bagels.  Feeding South Dakota contin-
ues to be a partner with FTY, supplying us with produce, breads, 
pastries, and assorted frozen foods.  Often they will offer special 
items such as watermelon, turkey, or ham at a reduced handling 
cost.  Food to You offered out over 125,900 pounds of product, 
not including those items donated by the Partner churches and 
outside sources. 

For 2017, the Charis Ministry Partner Board continues to suggest 
that Charis congregations serve at least two distributions 
throughout the year. In 2018 First Lutheran Church will host 2 or 
3 distributions for Holiday months.  

The Necessities for Neighbors servant ministry continues to see 
an increased need of necessity items for our families in the Sioux 
Falls region. Through generous donations of money, equipment 
and products an average of 330 families, up nearly 30 families 
per distribution compared to 2015, were served each month; 
the largest distribution being in August with a record number of 
404 families served. Guest households received these household 
products the first Sunday of each month at 3pm:  laundry soap, 

diapers, feminine hygiene products, and toilet paper. 

Sister Charis Ministry Partner congregations have helped in 
many ways either by financial or product donation and helping 
on site at some of our distributions.  All Charis churches are en-
couraged to sponsor 1 distribution during the year.  Please con-
tact Jackie Bailey at Peace Lutheran to discuss a sponsorship.  

Healthy Rides, the medical transportation ministry of Charis 
Ministry Partners, furnishes rides in partnership with Project Car 
to health-related appointments for those who have no means of 
getting there.  Because of Healthy Rides, people in need have 
been able to get to physical therapy after surgery; others were 
able to make it to preventative care appointments for mammo-
grams and colonoscopies; still others were able to keep seeing 
their mental health provider.  This would not have happened 
without this caring transportation ministry. 

In 2017 Healthy Rides provided a little over 55 round trip rides 
each month.  The cost of each ride through Project Car, $11 each 
covers the cost of insurance, gas, and maintenance of the vehi-
cles.   

Recipients of this service are referred by certain agencies and 
clinics as well as Charis member congregations that have desig-
nated a referring parish nurse or other responsible person. 
Healthy Rides continues to grow and be effective because of all 
who are partners either through their donations or by encourag-
ing members to become volunteer drivers for Project CAR.  

Thanks and Blessings:  Many thanks and blessings go out to all 
Charis Ministry Partner congregations and their members and 
friends who make this unique non-profit ministry possible by 
providing board members, regular financial support, donations 
of food and hygiene items, volunteer drivers, sponsoring/
volunteering for distributions, prayer support, and so much 
more.  As always special thanks goes to East Side Lutheran 
Church for providing office and storage space for Food to You 
and to Peace Lutheran for handling Charis’ personnel financial 
services.   

The combination of income from those groups sponsoring a 
Food to You distribution, plus supporting gifts from Charis 
churches and other individuals and groups was strong yet again.  
A big thank you to Sammon’s Financial that donated $9,000 to 
Food to You and will be sponsoring a distribution in 2018. 

The blessings from the Charis members, and the many friends of 
Food to You and Necessities for Neighbors, continues to have a 
major effect on the ministry and allows us to show the strength 
and love of Christ through His church.  Thank you to all those 
that have contributed in some way throughout 2017.   

Together we work to fulfill Christ’s commandment to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.  May God bless Charis Ministry, 
the Charis members, and all those we will serve throughout 
2018. 

Todd Smith  Coordinator of Food to You   
Carol Dreke, Messiah New Hope Lutheran Church 

Dan Paulson Director, Charis Ministry Partners  
President, Charis Ministry Partners Board 
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 Mission  

The mission of Ayuda is to facilitate the renewal of congregations by members becoming more engaged in the lives of Latino 

immigrant neighbors here in Sioux Falls. At the same time, the Latino community will be empowered as they experience 

friendship and support in navigating the challenges they face.  

2017 Highlights  

*  Over twenty children from Spanish-speaking families were impacted by tutoring/mentoring relationships. These tutoring 

experiences involved over thirty adults from partner congregations whose lives were touched by these children.  

* Ayuda facilitated an English grant scholarship that was made possible through the Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation. 

This grant made English classes more affordable for individuals who did not qualify for federal financial assistance funding 

through the LSS Immigrant and Refugee program. Since May, eighteen adults utilized the scholarship to enroll in English clas-

ses at the LSS Center for New Americans. The facilitation of this grant was a great connecting point for Ayuda's language part-

ner program, as the scholarship recipients often opted to receive additional help through one-on-one practice with a language 

partner.  

* Approximately twenty five Spanish-speaking adults living in Sioux Falls were able to not only practice their English skills, but 

more importantly, gain a friend through a program called Language Partners. This means the same number of English-

speaking adults from partner congregations had the life-enriching experience of learning from and walking beside someone 

with a different life-story than them.  

* Ayuda helped to connect congregations through a variety of special interest events such as soccer clinics, tamale-making, 

sewing classes, and cancer support groups.  

* Throughout the year, Ayuda engaged congregations in dialogue through educational forums about immigration, border is-

sues, and faith.  

* From information gained through the Ayuda initiative this past year, one specific need that stood out was the need for ac-

cessible and affordable mental health services in Spanish in our community. Because of this, Ayuda embarked on a collabora-

tion with the Community Counseling Clinic through Sioux Falls Psychological Services. Her current masters' level studies in 

social work allow Jennifer Lunder, Ayuda coordinator, to provide services in this capacity under supervision. This endeavor is 

helping our new immigrant neighbors feel supported and encouraged, and from there, more capable of connecting to the 

broader community.  

Partner Congregations  

Augustana Lutheran ~ First Lutheran ~ Gloria Dei Lutheran ~ Hope Lutheran ~ Our Savior's Lutheran ~ Peace Lutheran ~  

Pueblo de Dios ~ Spirit of Joy Lutheran ~ St. Mark's Lutheran  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE AYUDA INITIATIVE!  

 Jennifer Lunder   909 W. 33rd St.     336-2942 Ex. 47  

Ayuda coordinator   Sioux Falls, SD 57105    ayuda.elca@gmail.com  
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Dear Friends and Partners of Church on the Street, 
 
It is my pleasure to share with you the blessings of 
Church on the Street in 2017. 
 
We celebrated our first full year of worship in Octo-
ber and it was a joy to see the excitement of all the 
members as we marked the event. Two thousand 
Seventeen saw over 1000 people join us in worship, 
celebrated 5 Holy Baptisms, and continues to build 
relationships with over a dozen newly housed fami-
lies. This has happened because of the nearly 40 
churches and organizations who have partnered with 
us in ministry. To walk this road with all of you has 
opened possibilities to share the Gospel in more ways 
than we could have dreamed up. This is a Holy Spirit 
led ministry and we are blessed to walk hand in hand 
with you through its development. God is at work 
here. 
 
Continuing to live into the development of Church on 
the Street, the cold weather encouraged us to return 
to the question, “If you had a church, what would it 
look like?” Our members wanted a central location to 
get out of the cold for the winter. We are blessed to 
partner with the Ministry center and are worshiping 
there for the next few months.  
 
Our new logo, website (churchonthestreetsf.org), and 
brochure are only weeks away from launch. We are 
filling in content and will be trained to manage it 

soon. This is exciting! The new website will allow 
online giving, a calendar of events, volunteer and 
partner sign up, and testimonials to share the story of 
Church on the Street. This is all a gift from 44interac-
tive Designs.  
 
We have had some changes in our steering com-
mittee this year and have added some great new 
members. Harriet Monson, a Gloria Dei member 
joined us this year and Tami Prostrollo, from First 
United Methodist, joins us February 1, 2018.  Their 
bios will be on the new website soon for you to learn 
more about them. 
 
Thank you for your partnership in 2017 and we look 
forward to serving with you in 2018. We will continue 
to build His church as we know…Jesus is the one who 
makes God known (John 1:18). 
 
Blessings to you in 2018, 

 

Rebel Hurd 

Mission Developer/SAM 

605-759-7869 

Email: rebel@peacelutheran.com 

 

    

 

Church on the Street 
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            HEARTLAND EPHPHATHA 

Heartland Ephphatha Ministries is the synod
-wide ministry for the Deaf and hard of 
hearing in South Dakota and Southwest 
Minnesota. We provide interpreters for 
weekly worship at Peace Lutheran Church 
and have monthly worship in Marshall Min-
nesota at St. Stephen’s.  
 
We make available fellowship opportunities, 
service projects, Bible studies and other 
church events with full access to an inter-
preter.  
 
This year we hosted a Deaf Awareness Sun-
day at Peace Lutheran with students from 
Augustana University. Jason Andera, one of 
the co-directors, also visited other churches and 
groups to share our story with them, including a trip 
to Alcester to visit the confirmation group at Nathan-
ael Lutheran and a sermon at Augustana University’s 
chapel.  

 
We also continued to bring a free ASL class to the 
community. We have several students learning 
American Sign Language right here at Peace Lu-
theran Church. Angela Koterwski serves as our 
instructor.  
 
Plans this upcoming year include a trip to Las Ve-
gas for the national ELCA Deaf Lutheran confer-
ence. Please let us know if there’s anything you’d 
like to know about our ministry or how you can 
help support or pray for us. Thanks,  
  
Jason Andera 
Sarah Andera 
Heartland Ephphatha Ministry 
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    Income-Expenses Continued                    
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       Income-Expenses Continued 
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    2017 Summary of Accounts 
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   Summary Of Accounts Continued 
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   Summary Of Accounts Continued 
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Lutheran social service (lss) 
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South Dakota synod  
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South Dakota synod  
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 Evangelical Lutheran church in America  
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ELCA 
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ELCA Continued... 

 


