
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the December 13, 2018 Meeting 

Members present:, Linda Johnson, Dillon DeBoer, Matt Dreke, Joe Bunkers, Cassie Gusso, 

Alison Lounsbery, Paul Hanson, Pastor Chris Matson, Pastor Paul Stjernholm, Pastor Jonathan 

Vehar and Pastor Renae Boehmer. 

Members excused: Shireen Ranschau and Jon Kennedy. 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm by President Matt Dreke. Linda shared a devotion and a 

prayer based on Luke 3. We thought about the expectation of Advent and shared the ways we 

relax and refuel. 

Review and approval of meeting minutes: Minutes from the November meeting were 

reviewed. Motion to accept minutes by Joe. Seconded by Alison. The motion was passed by the 

council. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Even though we are in the red in November, we are not as far in the red as budgeted…..so we 

decided that was good news! Our income was good in November, but not as high as our 

expenses nor as high as budgeted. 

For the year, we are less behind in the budget than anticipated. We are $140,000 below our 

income expectations so are not able to fully carry out our ministry plan for 2018. We are at 

about 90% of our budget for both income and expenses. 

We are currently behind on benevolences and our treasurer would urge us to try and catch that 

up for the year. 

Linda made a motion to pass the treasurer’s report with the adjustment to change a date in the 

report to 2018 rather than 2017. Dillon seconded it. Motion carried. 

2018 Fall Stewardship Campaign results 

129 households submitted a statement of intent card for the very first time and 37 households 

more than doubled their gift. There is, as of today, $1,093,631 is pledged to the general fund 

for 2019 and the stewardship team’s projected income for 2019 stands at $1,554,751. 

2019 Budget 

John created a more conservative projected income than the stewardship team. Much 

discussion was held about staff increases and a reasonable total budget amount.  

Dillon made a motion that staff bring a balanced budget that includes 2.5% staff raises. Alison 

seconded that. Motion carried. 



Nominating Team: Pam Tetzlaff and Doug Vogel were elected to serve from the congregation. 

This is typically supplemented by outgoing council members. Cassie, Alison and Joe will serve in 

this capacity.  

Council Retreat: A format change for the retreat is in order since we decided to set goals 

differently. This will occur on Thursday, March 14. Matt will work on securing a location. 

Updates on Goal: 

Space Visioning Task Force 

Pastor Paul reported that the Space Visioning Planning Team has been visiting various church 

sites to see various ideas. They meet again in January. 

Ministry Reports/Pastor Reports: 

Pastor Paul 

• Our mission statement is old and we want to come up with words or phrases to describe 

our ministry mission/values that the congregation can latch on to….as we come out with 

our new logo. 

Pastor Renae 

• Addiction conversations are going on in and outside of Peace. We are considering the 

possibility of starting a teen AA program and parent Al-Anon and forums to share 

stories. 

• Stephen Ministry training will be held again – in cooperation with other churches in the 

area. 

• Safe Families for Children has been fledgling around here for a while – but there is 

evidence that the Holy Spirit is at work stirring up new families and leaders. 

• There has been an interesting trend in people expressing less interest in membership, 

especially the younger generation. At the same time, there is increased opportunities to 

reach out to non-members outside of our walls. Food for thought…. 

Pastor Jonathan:  

• Area Lutheran youth programs have come together and received a $31,000 grant to 

launch a city-wide school-based pilot program. 

• A grant has been applied for in order to provide one-day VBS experiences in various 

neighborhoods in Sioux Falls – in cooperation with other churches as well. 

• A joint worship down on the riverfront will be held in the summer with various 

congregations. 

Pastor Chris 

• Lots of worship – Christmas is coming! 

 

Pastor Paul closed the meeting with prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned by President Matt Dreke at 9:10  PM. 



Paul will provide treats and devotion next month. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Renae Boehmer 


