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      uring December it seems 
there is so much to do. The 
lists, planning, and emotional 
highs and lows that come 
with the month bring out the 
best and worst of ourselves. 
Maybe it’s just me who feels 
this way, but I’m guessing I’m 
not alone in this. 

And yet, when I think about 
what is happening  
astrologically, I get excited.  
In December, we are  
experiencing the decrease in 
sunlight to the point where, 
on December 21st, we  
experience the shortest day 
of the year. This, of course, 
brings about December 22nd, 
when the days begin to get 
longer. For this, I give thanks.  

I say this because as we wait 
for our days to get longer, we 
also wait for the coming  
Messiah. We wait in  
December for the baby to be 
born. We don’t sit idly 
waiting. Anyone I’ve ever 
known who is expecting a  
baby spends a lot of time  
preparing for the baby to be 
born because there’s so much 
to be done! 

This December, as you wait 
for days to get longer and the 
son of Man to be born,  
remember what you are 
waiting for. The one that is 
coming is Wonderful  
Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. In this time and place, 
we certainly need this one. 

Yet, he comes as a baby. So, 
while he is full of such  
promise, we know that we 
are still in the days when his 
work is not yet finished. We 
live in expectation of the day 
when we will all experience 
the fullness that is promised. 

And so, this month, we wait 
and watch. We also look for 
ways that we can gather to 
get a glimpse of what God is 
up to. Make sure to pay 
attention to all the ways we 
support and uphold each  
other especially this month, 
and join in worship as we 
wait then celebrate the  
coming Messiah. 

D 

From the Pastoral Staff… 

Wait for it. 

Pastor Chris Matson 
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Peace Staff: 
Pastors: 

Paul Stjernholm 

Chris Matson 

Renae Boehmer 

Jonathan Vehar  

 
Staff: 

Jackie Hensley – Receptionist 

Mary Lunde – Receptionist 

Judy Kirkman – Financial Secretary 

Dean Ebbinga – Facilities Manager  

Eric Smith – Custodian 
Alexander Witt – Custodian 

Rebel Hurd – Mission Developer/ 

  Church on the Street 

Jackie Hensley – Worship Volunteers 

Cara Hetland – Communications 

Kara Vehar – Librarian 

Ron Stout – Transportation Coordinator 

Michael Leffring – AWAKEN Coordinator 

 

Music Groups: 

Darya Levesque – Children’s Music 

Nancy Crum– Adult Choir, Youth Bells,  
   Hand Chime Choir 

Maurine Pederson – Adult Bell Choir 

Bob Levesque – Peace Brass 

Kyle Quanbeck – Organist 

Pat Steele – Saturday Service Pianist 

 

Wedding Coordinators: 

Crystal Ehresmann 
Amy Stensland 

Directors: 

Pam Tetzlaff – Children’s Ministry 

Tamara Shaw – Asst. Children’s Ministry 

Katie Eul – Youth Ministry 
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Dustin Pederson – Communication 

Lisa Fowler – Office Manager 

John Hilleson – Business Manager 

Pat Steele – Seniors Ministry 

DeAnna Dreesman – Preschool 

Tara Foley – PeaceCARE and Kids World 
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New Hires 
Please join us in welcoming a few new additions to the Peace Lutheran team: 

Alexander Witt has been hired as a part time evening custodian. Alexander will  
primarily be working Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights to keep the  
facilities clean and in good order. 

Michael Leffring is the new AWAKEN Coordinator working on Wednesday nights with 
the AWAKEN music and worship team. AWAKEN is the high school worship that takes 
place every Wednesday at 7:05PM in the Fellowship Hall 

Ron Stout is the new Transportation Coordinator, replacing Jim Ahrendt. Ron will be 
coordinating transportation for the Seniors bus for Friday morning Bible Study, Sunday 
morning 10:10 worship, and other special services as announced 

Lutheranism 101 
What do Lutherans believe? What is at the heart of the faith?  

Maybe you thought about these questions in confirmation class, New  
Member Class, or in another forum. This year we’re  exploring our beliefs as 
we study the Small Catechism. Discussions have included the 10  
Commandments with the Apostles’ Cree coming up next. 

We meet Mondays at 5:30PM in the Shalom Room.  
 All are welcome to join at any time! 
  Pastor Chris will lead this study.  

Fundraiser for Peace Quilters 

In an effort to raise funds to purchase quilt supplies, the Peace Quilters will have the  
following items for purchase on: 

Saturday evening December 8th and Sunday morning December 9th 

• Quilts (60 inches by 80 inches) 

• Aprons 

• Hot Pad Holders 

• Wool Mittens 

• Table Runners  

• Baked Potato Bags 

• Infinity Scarves 

• Baby Afghans  

• Mug Rugs 

• Barbie Clothes 

Recipients of the quilts made by Peace Quilters: Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Social  
Services, Furniture Mission, Children’s Inn, Church on the Street, and Veterans Outreach 



 

Christmas Eve Meal 

Monday, December 24th | 5:00-7:30PM | Fellowship Hall 

Christmas is a time to celebrate Jesus’ birth – and to join together for food and caring  
conversation – and we have BOTH here for you! 

Please join us for a FREE Christmas Eve meal served buffet-style featuring all kinds of  
Christmas deliciousness, including PRIME RIB! This is a great opportunity to enjoy a delicious 
home (well, church) cooked meal and fellowship with others before or after one of the  
evening worship services at Peace.  

It is open to ALL people – but we do appreciate you letting us know ahead of time that you 
will be attending so we can have plenty of fixings for everyone. Register on MyPeace, by  
emailing PastorRenae@peacelutheran.com, or on the sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center. 

We are also in need of people willing to help cook and serve the meal - in shifts, so you 
don't have to be here all night! Would you consider sharing Christ's love with others with 
your service and hospitality? Please contact Pastor Renae to volunteer or hear more.  

Would you like to donate to the cost of the food? Contact Pastor Renae.  
Your generosity feeds not only tummies, but hearts as well. 

Do It All in Jesus’ Name 

Stephen Ministers bring distinctively Christian care to those in need. They use both words and 

deeds to express Christ’s care for others—listening and comforting, calling on the training they 

have received, and employing the tools of faith. If this job description fits your personal goals for 

ministry, consider becoming a Stephen Minister. A training class is starting soon.  

For more information, head to peacelutheran.com/stephenministry. 

Families Affected by Addiction 

Need support and encouragement—not judgment or condemnation? 
Peace is exploring ways we can be the body of Christ as we walk alongside families who struggle with all 
kinds of addictions. Would you like to be part of this discussion?  
                  Please contact PastorRenae@peacelutheran.com 

In the meantime, please take note of the many groups who meet at Peace on a regular basis: 

 AA   Saturday mornings at 10AM in Room RST 
           Thursday evenings at 7PM in Room RST 
 Alateen   Saturday mornings at 10AM in Room A 
 Al-Anon   Saturday mornings at 10AM in the PeaceCARE Room 
 GA (Gamblers Anonymous)   Sunday afternoons at 4:30PM in Classroom B 
       Monday evenings at 7PM in Classroom B 
 NA (Narcotics Anonymous)   Thursday evenings at 8:15PM in Room RST 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=caYLJuspkuC22LkhwkQrog==&site=159117&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=6383&EventID=167780&sn=159117
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 
Contact Pastor Jonathan Vehar at PastorJonathan@peacelutheran.com 

Necessities for Neighbors Distribution 
Date: 12/2/2018 | Time: 2:30PM Set up 

Location: Peace Lutheran Fellowship Hall 

Ages: All ages, Middle school and younger should come with an adult. 

Project: Peace gives away items that people cannot buy with food stamps the first Sunday of each month to 
350-400 households. 

Project Coordinator: Jackie Bailey (jackie@peacelutheran.com) 

 

 

Fudge & Christmas Cards 
Date: 12/12/2018 | Time: 6-8PM 

Location: Peace Kitchen 

Ages: All ages, Elementary students and younger should come with an adult. 

Project: Make fudge and Christmas cards as a gift for prisoners at  
St. Dysmas, the Lutheran congregation behind the walls of the state  
penitentiary. Recipes will be available if you would like to make fudge at home! 

Project Coordinator: Pastor Jonathan and Linda Johnson  
        (jhnsnln@aol.com) 

 

 

Faith Through Frames 
Date: 12/15/2018 | Time: 9AM-1PM 

Location: Peace Lutheran 

Ages: 6th Grade+ 

Project: Faith Through Frames is a unique way that we care 
for and support families in our community. We offer a sense 
of welcome and hospitality as their family portrait is taken. 
This is one way that we recognize the needs of our neighbors 
beyond food. 

Project Coordinator: Steve Johnson 
(ronisam16@gmail.com) and Pastor Jonathan 

Women’s Advent Meal 

Sunday, December 9th | 5:00-7:00PM | Fellowship Hall 

Cost for the lasagna dinner is $5 - payable at the door. They 
will also be collecting small items and/or money for haircuts for 
the residents at Good Samaritan Village! 

Please register at the Welcome Center 

http://www.peacelutheran.com/ourhands/
mailto:pastorjonathan@peacelutheran.com
mailto:jackie@peacelutheran.com
mailto:jhnsnln@aol.com
mailto:ronisam16@gmail.com


 

“The First Light” 

Christmas Cantata 
 

It is almost time to celebrate the birth of our Savior!  
The Peace Lutheran Adult Choir is excited to present 

their annual Christmas Cantata on Saturday,  
December 8th at the 5:30PM service and again on 
Sunday, December 9th at 7PM.  

Please note that the Sunday performance has changed 
from the morning services to an evening concert that will 
also include the Adult Bell Choir and Peace Brass.  
“The First Light” will feature several vocal soloists from Peace members. We hope you will be able to 
attend the Peace adult musical festivities of the season! 

Worship and Music Highlights 
Contact Pastor Chris Matson at pastorchris@peacelutheran.com or Jackie Bailey at jackie@peacelutheran.com. 
 

Our Christmas “To Do” List 
This season we will focus on our Christmas “To Do” 
List while we watch (watch for sales becomes watch 
for God at work in our lives), prepare (mandatory  
decorating and baking becomes “let ev’ry heart  
prepare him room), share (mandatory gift buying  
becomes sharing your time and gifts with those on the 
margins), and marvel (taking time to take in what God 
has done). 

December 1, 2, & 5 - Watch — Luke 21:25-36 
God will fulfill the purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dis-
may, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s 
promised redemption. 

December 8, 9, & 12 - Prepare — Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As 
we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be 
challenged by this coming Lord. 

December 15, 16, & 19 - Share — Luke 3:7-18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one “who is coming.” John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a matter 
of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 

December 22 & 23 - Marvel — Luke 1:39-45 
We are presented with Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, two women filled with the Holy Spirit 
and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, 
scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

December 29 & 30 — Luke 2:41-52 
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment of faithful adherence 
to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission. 

Financial Peace University 

FPU will be starting again! It will go from January 8th-March 5th  
(Tuesday nights) from 7-8:30PM. For more details, or to register, please 
contact Scott and Christine Hupke -- scottchristine@msn.com or 595-3889. 

http://www.peacelutheran.com/worship/
http://www.peacelutheran.com/music/
mailto:pastorchris@peacelutheran.com
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Advent and Christmas at Peace 
While the world is finishing up a calendar year and rushing, shopping, and partying, the church is 
calling us to slow down, focus, and wait. We are beginning the NEW church year with the start of  
Advent. Throughout December, there are many opportunities to worship and receive the  
encouragement we need to wait, prepare, and celebrate! 
 
Join us as we begin our Advent services on Saturday, December 1st. The Wednesdays that follow 
each weekend will share the same Scripture and sermon, but we will be singing the Holden Evening 
Prayer accompanied by a string trio. 

 
Blue Christmas | Tuesday, December 18th - 7:05PM 

This service is offered for those in special need of comfort during the Season. Any kind of loss, 
particularly that of a loved one, may make Christmas difficult to celebrate.   

 
Early Christmas | Thursday, December 20th - 7:05PM 

Is your schedule tight this year? Are you traveling out of town before Christmas Eve? Do you 
want less crowding? Whatever your reason, this service will be a full blown Christmas service 
with Communion and candles! 

 

Christmas Eve | Monday, December 24th 

1:00PM - A Family service led by the Lifeline Band with special music by our Jubilation and 

   Celebration youth choirs 

2:30PM - Organ led with special music by Peace members 

4:00PM - Organ led with special music by Peace members 

5:30PM - Organ led with Peace Brass accompanying and providing special music 

7:00PM - Organ led with special music by Peace members 

10:00PM - Organ led with Peace Brass accompanying and providing special music 

 

All services will celebrate Holy Communion and will include individual candles. 



 

Bible Journaling Group:  
This group meets the FIRST Thursday of each 
month to share ideas for how to make our  
Bibles into meaningful works of art. No talent 
necessary (o: The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, December 6th at 7PM in the office 
area. 
 

Power of Prayer:  
This monthly group meets on the third Saturday of each 
month at 9AM in the Shalom Room.  

For the December 15th meeting, we’ll be discussing  
chapters 8 and 9 of the book “Prayer: Does It Make a 
Difference?” by Philip Yancey. We also reach out to  
people who are going through challenging times with 
cards and notes…and we PRAY!  

 

Women’s Weekly  
Bible Conversation Group:  
This conversation group meets every Wednesday at  
6:30AM at Perkins on 41st Street just west of I-29.  
We are currently reading and discussing the book of  
Romans...join us anytime. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study:  
Meets every Tuesday at 6:45AM at Fryn’ Pan on 41st St. 
This group discusses the upcoming weekend’s scripture 
reading. 

Friday Morning Bible Study:  
Meets every Friday morning at 10AM at Peace.  
This fall, we continue our study exploring the big, overall 
Biblical story. 

 

Terrific Tuesday Book Club:  

Meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6PM – on 
December 11th, we’re having a book-lover’s Christmas 
party and handing out our January selection: “Small 
Great Things” by Jodi Piccoult. We also have the  
schedule made for the first half of 2019. Want a copy? 
Talk to Pastor Renae.  

 

New and Exciting News:  
There’s interest in creating a NEW type of Bible study 
group for Thursday evenings after the new year.  
Have ideas? Want to be involved? Talk to Pastor Renae. 
Info coming soon! 

 
 

Small Groups & Adult Ministries  

Contact Pastor Renae at pastorrenae@peacelutheran.com or Holly Marty at holly@peacelutheran.com.  
 

Forum 
Coffee, donuts, and conversation happening each week!  

We meet Sundays at 9AM in the Shalom Room. 
December 2nd, 9th, & 16th - Advent Reflections: Making All Things New 
December 23rd & 30th - No Forum 

Children’s Ministry 

Contact Pam Tetzlaff at pam@peacelutheran.com. 
 

Christmas Musical Practice  
Everyone involved in the musical: December 2

nd
 & 9

th
 | 2:30-4:15PM 

 Watch your email for detailed information 

Preschool Christmas Program 

December 16
th

 during the 11:20AM Worship service 

 

2018 Christmas Musical 
December 16

th
 | 3PM | Peace Sanctuary 

Everyone is welcome! 

mailto:pastorrenae@peacelutheran.com
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NO Sunday/Wednesday School  
December 23rd, 26th, or 30th 

Wednesday School will resume January 2nd
 

 

 

Anniversary of Baptism 

January 12
th
, 13

th
, & 16

th
 | All Worship Services 

All families who had a child baptized in 2018 are invited to meet near the baptismal  

banner in the Gathering Area prior to the worship service of their choice on the  

above dates. You’ll be able to pick up your child’s dove that was hanging up as  

well as a shell. Your family will process into worship with other families  

during the opening song in order to gather around the baptismal font and  

celebrate the incredible gift that God gives to each of us in baptism.  

Watch the mail for more information! 

Youth Ministries – Contact Katie Eul at katie@peacelutheran.com. 

Middle School 

First Friday 
December 7th | 6:30-8:30PM  
Christmas Party! Join us to celebrate  
Christmas. There will also be a servant  
project benefiting Church on the Street.  
We are accepting donations of toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, Chapstick, combs,  
and nail clippers for the servant project.  
 

High School 
 

Youth Group 
Sunday Nights | 7-9PM 

Youth group will not meet December 23rd. 

http://www.peacelutheran.com/youth-ministry/
mailto:katie@peacelutheran.com
http://www.peacelutheran.com/middleschool/
http://www.peacelutheran.com/high-school-youth/


 

Confirmation Ministry – Contact Holly Marty at holly@peacelutheran.com. 

NO CONFIRMATION  

Sundays, December 23rd & 30th or Wednesday, December 26th
 

Seniors Ministries – Contact Pat Steele at 595-7444 or pat@peacelutheran.com. 

- Please note, there will be NO Potluck & Program in December. I hope many of you were able to enjoy our 
trip to Nora General Store. 

 

Transportation – Contact Ron Stout at ron@peacelutheran.com. 

We are pleased to welcome our new Transportation Coordinator, Ron Stout! 
 
Call the receptionist at 361-3683 by Thursday noon if you need a ride to the Sunday 10:10AM worship service 
or a ride to the Friday morning Bible Study. Please call Ron (595-4081) at least 10 days in advance if you need 
a ride to your first medical appointment by Project CAR Healthy Rides. You will contact Project CAR directly 
afterwards. 
 
At the present time, we offer van pick-up service for our Friday morning Bible Study meetings and on Sundays 
for our 10:10AM worship service. Please let Ron know if there is an interest to expand our van service to  
include other events we have here at Peace Lutheran. 
 Examples would be: 1) our monthly Potluck & Program on the last Monday of the month 
    2) our Women’s Circle meetings 
    3) game days on the 1st & 3rd Thursday afternoons of each month  
    4) Advent services and Lenten services. 
 
We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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From the Library... 

By Kara Vehar 

Tis the season to: 

Celebrate and give thanks for all the support the members of Peace Lutheran have shown the 

library over the last few months as we have made changes. Your generosity with the book sales has 

allowed the library to purchase new books and new furnishings to make the library bright and 

cheerful - thank you! 

Rejoice in the arrival of the baby that will come to save the world! As for the library, we are  

rejoicing in all those who make the library a fun place to visit and work. Without them,  

the library would not function. If you wish to be a part of the library team, please speak to  

Kara (klvehar@gmail.com) and we can get you started in this wonderful ministry opportunity. 

The Fern Swearingen Library is preparing for a new year with new programming. It is our hope 

to start offering story times, science experiments, and to continue to support the ministry at Peace 

by offering a space where all feel welcome. 

As we get ready for the arrival of the Christ Child, we open our hearts and minds through Bible 

Study and worship. The library has books to help you reflect and praise this Advent and Christmas 

season. 

What is happening in the library? We have a ton of new books. Stop on in and check them out. 

We would love to hear from you. Do you have a suggestion of a title or an author we should have in 

our library? Please share with us and we will look into adding that title to our shelves! The library 

is almost complete with a remodel, but we could use a bit more help. If you have an old round table 

or an old lounge chair you are no longer needing, please consider donating to the library - we are in 

search of these items to complete our space. 

We have a lot of new books, so many new books that we have included a picture of about half of 

them for you to look at and pick out which title you would like to read over the holiday breaks!  

Stop in to check out the rest :) 

mailto:klvehar@gmail.com


 

Weekly in December 
Sunday: 
8, 9, 10:10 & 11:20 AM – Worship 
9:00 AM – Forum 
9:00 & 10:10 AM – Sunday School 
10:10 AM – 6th & 7th Grade Confirmation 
11:20 AM – 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation 
7:00 PM – High School Youth Group  

Monday: 
5:45 PM – Lutheranism 101 
7:00 PM – ASL 2 

Tuesday: 
6:45 AM – Men’s Breakfast 
6:00 PM – ASL 1 
6:30 PM – Peace Brass Rehearsal 
7:30 PM – Lifeline Rehearsal 

Wednesday:  
6:30 AM – Women’s Breakfast 
5:00 PM – Jubilation Choir & Youth Bells 
5:30 PM – Celebration Choir & Youth Chimes 
6:00 PM – Adult Bell Choir 
6:15 PM – Wednesday School 
6:15 PM – 6th & 7th Grade Confirmation 
6:30 PM – Saved By Grace Rehearsal 
7:00 PM – Adult Choir 
7:05 PM – Worship & AWAKEN 
8:00 PM – 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation 
8:00 PM – Spirit of Peace Rehearsal 

Friday: 
10:00 AM – Bible Study 

Saturday: 
5:30 PM - Worship 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday: 
5:30PM – Traditional 
 

Sunday:  
8:00AM – Traditional 
9:00AM – Contemporary  
10:10AM – Traditional 
11:20AM – Contemporary 
 

Wednesday: 
7:05PM - Contemporary 
7:05PM – AWAKEN  
     (laid back and camp-style  
        High School Worship) 
 

Blue Christmas 
December 18th | 7:05PM 
 

Early Christmas 
December 20th | 7:05PM 
 

Christmas Eve 
1PM | 2:30PM | 4PM 
5:30PM | 7PM | 10PM 
 

Christmas Day 
10AM 

December 1 – 9am, Necessities for Neighbors Set Up 
11am, Baptism Class 
December 2 – 11:20am, Families Flourishing in Faith 
1pm, Christmas Program Practice 
3pm, Necessities for Neighbors 
December 4 – 6:30pm, ALL IN Relational Ministry 
December 6– 9am, Peace Quilters 
1pm, Seniors Ministry Game Day 
6pm, Stephen Minister Supervision 
7pm, Bible Journaling 
December 7 – 6:30pm, Middle School First Friday 
December 8 – 5:30pm, Quilters’ Bazaar & Choir Cantata 
December 9 – Quilters’ Bazaar 
1pm, Christmas Program Practice 
5pm, Women’s Advent Dinner 
7pm, Christmas Concert 
December 11 – 6pm, Book Club 
7pm, Stewardship Meeting 
December 12 – 6pm, Fudge & Christmas Cards 
December 13– 9am, Peace Quilters 
7pm, Church Council 
December 14 – 11:30am, Senior Ministry Planning Meeting 
December 15 – 9am, Power of Prayer 
9am, Faith Through Frames 
11am, Baptism Class 
December 16 – 11:20am, Families Flourishing in Faith 
3pm, Children’s Christmas Program 
December 18 – 6:30pm, Prayer Shawl Ministry 
7:05pm, Blue Christmas Worship 
December 20 – 1pm, Seniors Ministry Game Day 
6pm, Stephen Minister Supervision 
7:05pm, Early Christmas Worship 
December 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE 
1pm | 2:30pm | 4pm | 5:30pm | 7pm | 10pm, Worship 
5:30pm, Christmas Eve Meal 
December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY 
10am, Worship 
 

Peace Lutheran Church 
5509 W 41st Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 


