
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the September 12, 2019 Meeting 

Members present: Matt Dreke, Ashley Kracke, Joe Bunkers, Carissa Dice, Trevor Sagness, Dillon 

DeBoer, Jasmine Texley, Jon Kennedy, Paul Hanson, Pastor Chris Matson, Pastor Paul 

Stjernholm, Pastor Jonathan Vehar and Pastor Renae Boehmer. 

Members excused: Shireen Ranschau and Linda Johnson. 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm by President Matt Dreke. Dillon provided treats and a 

devotion. Council members shared highs and lows. 

Review and approval of meeting minutes: Minutes from the August meeting were reviewed. 

Motion to accept minutes by Joe. Seconded by Jon. The motion was passed by the council. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Treasurer Paul reported that all bills are currently paid up as of 8/31/19. That being said, 

offerings dropped off significantly by the end of summer and reserves are being used up. We 

finished August about $6000 in the red, but were budgeted to be $50,000 in the red. This is 

explained by the fact that we are behind in paying benevolences. We hope to be able to play 

catch up the rest of the year as offerings increase. We also have a good reserve in the mortgage 

fund at this time. 

Motion to approve report by Dillon. Seconded by Ashley. The motion was passed by the council. 

Five Year Goal Work 

GOAL 1: Pastor Paul reported that the design team has been finalized with four members from 

the visioning team and four additional members including a staff person, construction manager 

and design engineer. The group’s first meeting is a week from tonight. Their first big goal is to 

put out invitations to a few architectural firms to submit proposals to get the ball rolling. 

GOAL 2: Our one year goal is to come up with a better way of defining/describing our overall 

goal with measurable outcomes. The first step of that is attending the Westwood Immersion 

conference in the cities in October. 

Ministry Reports:  

Pastor Paul: 

• Bishop David Zellmer sent us a thank you for our Lenten gift to Woyatan Retreat Center 

– and the gift helped complete their drive. We also received a thank you from Pastor 

Kay at Pine Ridge Retreat Center for our support of the new position which Lindsay is 

filling. 

• Three vehicles in our parking lot were vandalized about three weeks ago. That 

prompted us to sell the old school bus. The good news is that we didn’t have to file a 

claim on any of it as the repairs were inexpensive due to businesses’ generosity. 



• An email has been sent launching our camera system appeal which includes three 

phases. We have about $20,000 to go for the cameras (of $37,000). Then we will try to 

raise another $20,000 for laser projectors. Then, we will try to raise another $14,000  for 

a mobile camera to enhance the online experience. 

 

Pastor Renae 

• Cancer support group has become a truly connected community, caring for one another 

in unique and inspiring ways (which is part of our new not-so-well defined ministry goal) 

• The Christmas Eve Meal planning committee met for the first time this week. They are 

planning for even larger numbers yet again. 

• Next week begins “Tough Talk on Tough Topics” for parents of middle and high 

schoolers and response has been great thus far. 

• Death Café will be back in October due to popular demand 

• Shared a story of how Stephen Ministers are finding their own caregivers and using their 

skills in everyday life in some astounding ways. 

 

Pastor Chris 

• We are continuing to transition with new worship staff. 

• Confirmation is changing in that each pastor has one grade to concentrate on – and 

Chris is with 6th grade (o; 

• A group is gearing up to head to Haiti again and new interest is emerging. 

• Chris went to Western Heights this morning and there were trees down everywhere and 

they did a distribution. There was a nice community feel to it. 

 

Pastor Jonathan 

• Got to go to Pine Ridge Retreat Center and hear some of the stories of the incredible 

ministry that is going on there with the children’s program and Job Corps, etc.  He also 

got to visit Woyatan Retreat Center and see the ministry in full swing. 

• We’re still searching for a Youth Director but are NOT waiting to keep the program 

moving forward. Jonathan has been talking to a few of LO’s camp counselors who are 

Augie/USF students who would like to be small group leaders for high school students. 

• Harbor Student Ministries is a collaborative ministry with other Sioux Falls Lutheran 

churches that is going to take place in high schools. The FIRST one started with Lincoln 

kids at OSLC and the first group is also scheduled for RHS students……and they are 

working on a leadership team for Harrisburg and Washington.  

• Go Deep (Tough Talk on Tough Topics for high schoolers) begins on Wednesdays soon. 

• Middle school parents are being invited to help plan First Fridays for the year. 

• We are at about 430 students for Sunday/Wednesday school. This year it was a little 

more challenging to recruit teachers. 

 

New Business 

No new business. 



 

Pastor Chris closed the meeting with prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned by President Matt Dreke at 8:17 PM. 

Nobody is currently signed up to provide treats and devotions in October.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Renae Boehmer  


